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By Barton Green
For the Beacon

Erik Green, son of Barton and Eliz-
abeth Green of Andover, joined the 
Marines following graduation from 
Merrimack Valley High School in 1987, 
fulfi lling a lifelong ambition. Following 
training in tanks, Erik was assigned to 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba in 1988. Later 
that year, Erik went to Washington for 
cold weather operational training which 
was followed by assignment to the am-
phibious assault ship LHA 5, the USS 
Pelileu. On the Pelileu he sailed the 
Pacifi c extensively from 1989 to 1990, 
visiting Korea three times in addition to 
Hong Kong, Singapore, Thailand, Oki-
nawa, and the Philippines.

All his training paid off when, in late 
1990, he was ordered to the Persian Gulf 
to prepare for the 1991 Gulf War. Upon 
the war’s start, Erik’s tank was among 
the fi rst to cross into Kuwait to free the 
Kuwaitis from Iraqi control. He encoun-
tered fi re from the Iraqis and his tank 
was hit. Return salvos were fi red and the 
tank sustained no permanent damage.

Erik came back to the United States 
in mid-1991, electing to return to civil-
ian life for several years until the lure of 
the service called him again.

Erik joined the Navy in 2000. After 
initial training in the Great Lakes, he 
went on to Fire Control schools in Vir-
ginia, eventually joining the destroyer 
DD989,  the USS Deyo in Norfolk. 

On the Deyo’s 2002 to 2003 Medi-
terranean cruise, Erik again saw action. 
This time his ship earned the Merito-
rious Unit and Navy Unit Citations in 
the second Gulf War, backing up US 
ground and air forces as part of the 
“Shock and Awe” campaign. Ports of 
call on this deployment included Crete, 
Gibraltar, and Haifa, Israel.

Erik married Marie Bucht of Michi-
gan in early 2004. After the decom-
missioning of the USS Deyo in that 
year, Erik continued his Navy career 
by joining the crew of the newly com-
missioned aircraft carrier CVN 76, the 
USS Ronald Reagan. On the Ronald 
Reagan, as a “plank owner,” he helped 
prepare it for sea trials and was aboard 
during its maiden voyage from Norfolk 
to San Diego via the Straits of Magellan 
at the tip of South America.

San Diego brought more sea trials for 
the Ronald Reagan and Erik as the crew 
readied for sea duty. From late 2005 to 
mid-2006, the Ronald Reagan deployed 
in the West Pacifi c with plans to just 
visit Hawaii, Singapore, Hong Kong, and 
Australia. It quickly responded to needs 
in the Gulf War, however, ushering in Er-
ik’s third deployment to the Middle East.  

After a brief visit to Dubai, the Ron-
ald Reagan returned to San Diego, and 
Erik added one more ribbon to his im-
pressive array of awards during his 11 
years of armed forces service. 

ARMED SERVICES: Erik Green

Patrick Whalen of Andover was 
one of ten students nominated by the 
faculty of Merrimack Valley High 
School to be the MVHS Student of the 
Month for November. 

Abigail Smith was named to the 
high honor roll for the fi rst quarter at 
Tilton School. Abigail is a senior.

Connie Powers and Amy Rankins 
were recently named to the dean’s list at 
Granite State College in Concord.
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Deposits Insured by the FDIC

800.281.5772
www.lakesunbank.com 

Learn more about Lake Sunapee Bank checking accounts on our website. 
Get Free OnLine Banking and Bill Pay with your new account!

Bank Bank 
around the clock!around the clock!

 ■ Check account transactions and confi rm deposits at any time

 ■ Transfer funds between accounts and make loan payments

 ■ Pay bills online quickly and securely

 ■ Download statements to Quicken®

  or Microsoft Money®

With our Free OnLine Banking and Bill Pay

Manage your fi nances when it’s convenient for you!

www.masiello.com

We offer Residential, Commercial, Mortgage, Title,
Insurance and Relocation Services.

Contact
CHARLIE MCCRAVE

today to learn more.

603-286-3010 x115
cell phone 603-568-4195
cmccrave@masiello.com

We just don’t advertise houses... we 
attract the right buyer for your property.

The most comprehensive system
attracting serious buyers to your property, 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
365 days a year.

   Peter
Christian’s
    Tavern
            Est. 1975

Serving Mon - Sat, 11:30 AM ‘til closing, Sun noon ‘til closing
195 Main Street - New London 

526-4042
PeterChristiansTavern.com

Since 1975, Peter Christian’s Tavern has been 
serving customers as friends and family.

The reasons for our success are simple: Cour-
teous waitrons serve homemade food at rea-

sonable prices.

Stop by today to become part of the 
Peter Christian’s tradition.

Come Home To Peter Christian’s...
                               ...you’ll be glad you did! 

PLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Brian J. Prescott, V.M.D.
Kristi Gaff, D.V.M.

Elkins, New Hampshire 03233
603 526-6976


