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By Dan Loehr
Proctor Academy ’09

On December 11, seven Proctor 
Academy student fi nalists presented 
their speeches to family, friends, and 
members of the Proctor community in 
the Meetinghouse. The Hays Speaking 
Prize was created in 1998, when John 
Pendleton became an English teacher. 
Realizing the priceless lessons that 
students would gain through the ex-
perience of creating and presenting a 
speech, John Pendleton set up a com-
petition of sorts for sophomore Ameri-
can Literature students. John Pendleton 
named the Hays Speaking Prize after a 
friend and colleague, William C. Hays.

All American Literature students 
present a speech on a topic completely 
of their choice to their class of around 
12 students. Based on the speeches in 
that class, the students vote for whom 
they think should become a fi nalist for 
the Hays Speaking Prize. Usually one, 
but sometimes two students become fi -
nalists from each class. 

The speech topics in the fi rst round 
vary greatly. Among many other topics, 
sophomores choose to persuade, enter-
tain, or educate their peers about in-school 
issues such as scheduling and rules; about 
funny adventures they have had in their 
lives; or even about world politics. 
Seven Finalists

The seven fi nalists who spoke in this 
year’s Hays Speaking Prize were Kristen 
Turpin of Massachusetts, Nick Aiken of 
New London, Alison Brown of North 
Carolina, Robert Baxter of Connecti-
cut, Judith Rice of Maine, Dan Loehr of 
Andover, and Olivia Shure of Maine. Two 
other voted fi nalists could not attend. 

The speeches given by the fi nalists 
were about stereotyping, education, 
kindness, and moral ethics. Through-
out the eight years of the Hays Speak-
ing Prize people seem to have always 
enjoyed the fact that the topic choice is 
completely open, because this creates 
an array of unique speeches that are in-
triguing to listen to.

The daunting task of presenting a 

Proctor Awards 
Hays Speaking Prize

fi ve-minute speech to your own class 
seems diffi cult enough; however, seven 
students took on the challenge of present-
ing their speech to a large audience in an 
auditorium. The motivation was strong 
for these sophomores who showed their 
fervor and the importance of their topic 
to the captive audience, and the benefi ts, 
of course, were evident. 
Speaking Skills

Although not the reason for participa-
tion, it should be noted that prize money 
was involved for fi rst, second, and third 
place. Nick Aiken of New London said, 
“I was motivated by how it would im-
prove my public speaking skills. What 
I got out of it was public speaking ex-
perience, which will help later in life.” 
Nick presented an inspiring speech on 
the importance of voting and taking ac-
tion in your nations’ government. 

Other fi nalists said that it wasn’t 
about money or glory but more about 
the satisfaction of spreading your 
opinion to others.

After all seven fi nalists fi nished their 
speeches, the judges spent hours debating 
the qualities of the speeches. The judges 
awarded third prize to Olivia Shure, who 
spoke about stereotypes; second prize 
to Judith Rice, who spoke about anti-
Semitism; and fi rst prize to Dan Loehr, 
who spoke about creating nothing from 
something through kindness. 

Peter Southworth is now in charge 
of the Hays Speaking Prize, as John 
Pendleton retired last year. Peter is do-
ing a fantastic job of getting feedback 
from everyone involved to make sure 
that the essence and importance of the 
Hays Speaking Prize still remains and 
will remain for years to come. Peter 
has also begun discussions regarding 
the creation of another speaking prize 
at Proctor. 

The Hays Speaking Prize has al-
lowed sophomores to express their 
views and inspire their audience to 
make change in this world for eight 
years. Please feel free to join the tra-
dition next year and come listen to the 
speeches of the fi nalists.

By Gretchen Hildebrand
AE/MS Second Grade Teacher

Kindergarten through second grade 
classes enjoyed a SOAR Ice Cream So-
cial last month in celebration of positive 
behaviors. Preparations began with Mrs. 
Pellegrino single-handedly (frozen-hand-
edly, actually) scooping each vanilla ice 
cream snowball … all 80 of them.

After lunch and a recess/storytime, 
all three grades met in the gym to have 
their “snowballs” covered with choco-
late sauce, caramel syrup, and/or sprin-

AE/MS K-2 Ice Cream Social
kles … and a dance/gymnastics party. 
It was fun, fun, fun!

Mr. Wiley was the disk jockey and 
Ms. Hildebrand was the photographer. 
Dance instructors were: Mrs. Lauster, 
Mrs. Crucitti, Mrs. Pellegrino, Mrs. 
Thompson, Mrs. Lorden, and Mrs. Po-
lasko. Mr. Jensen kept the basketballs 
SOARing through the air!

It was a great event. We look for-
ward to many more happy times with 
our wonderful kindergarteners, fi rst, 
and second graders.

Chelsea Thompson, Lauren Boisvert, Kaitlin French and Shyanne Boodbread 
enjoy their delicious snowball sundaes.  Photo: Mike Wiley

ANDOVER 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

On the hill, beside the road in East Andover

All members, ministers
John J. Wagner, Pastor

735-5160
THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE at 7 PM. All are welcome!

Sunday morning worship at 9:30 AM, 
followed by fellowship and refreshments. Childcare provided.

Bake Sale at 10:30 AM on the third Sunday of every month 
to benefi t restoration of the Grange Hall. 

Call ahead at 735-5331 to place special orders!

Come as you are! All are welcome!

Advertise in Advertise in 
The Andover BeaconThe Andover Beacon

The Beacon is Andover’s most eagerly read source of good news 
from Andover, East Andover, West Andover, Potter Place, and 

Cilleyville. It is mailed every month to over 1,100 households in 
Andover and to many seasonal residents and out-of-town 

subscribers. For more information, call our ad sales team or visit 
AndoverBeacon.com

Judy Evans Judy Evans 
735-5331 

Connie Powers Connie Powers 
735-5454

Tina Barton Tina Barton 
735-6476

Ad SizeAd Size 12 months prepaid12 months prepaid 6 mo ppd6 mo ppd 3 mo ppd3 mo ppd 1 mo ppd1 mo ppd
Sixteenth page $182 $102 $54 $19

Eighth page $374 $210 $111 $39
Quarter page $662 $372 $196 $69

Half page $1,334 $750 $396 $139
Full page $2,486 $1,398 $738 $259

Pre-printed insert $1,334 $750 $396 $139

East Andover 
Village Preschool

DUE TO POPULAR DEMAND
we are accepting registrations 
for the 2007/2008 school year 

for both Preschool I (Tue/
Thurs) for 3-year-olds and 

Preschool II (Mon/Wed/Fri) for 
pre-kindergarten.

Call 735-5105 or e-mail 
eavp.doreen@yahoo.com

for more information.

Fundraising Fundraising 
Coordinator Coordinator 

WantedWanted
The Beacon needs a volun-

teer to help manage its fund-
raising activities. The biggest 
push is during January and 
February, when we ask all 

our members to renew. Can 
you help make it happen?

For more info, call 
Charlie at 735-6099.735-6099.


