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By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

December was a busy month at AE/MS.
On the fi rst Saturday of the month, 

PTO members spent the day decorating 
wreaths to fulfi ll orders and to deco-
rate the town. It is easy to get into the 
holiday spirit with the smell of pine, the 
red bows, holiday music, and festive 
desserts. Everyone visits, and the work 
goes by quickly. Community members 
drop in throughout the day to pick up 
their orders. Many of them have just 
come from the Andover Fire Station 
where they bought poinsettias.
Winter Concert

The Winter Concert was held dur-
ing the fi rst week of December, and as 
usual there was a standing room only 
crowd. Although parents and commu-
nity members praised the staff and stu-
dents for the holiday performance, we 
were, however, frustrated with a few 
glitches in the evening. 

The lighting that was supposed to il-
luminate the kindergarten classes end-
ed up doing just the opposite. All you 
could see was 28 little dark silhouettes 
on stage. Although the lights were im-
mediately adjusted, anyone who is fa-
miliar with the gym knows that it takes 
the lights fi fteen minutes to warm back 
up again. Therefore, the fi rst grade and 
the beginner band performed under 
very dim lighting. 

As if that wasn’t diffi cult enough, the 
sound system that worked perfectly all 
through the dress rehearsal failed us. 
That too was adjusted in time for the 
second grade classes. 

The sound system then worked 
throughout the remainder of the show 
... until the slide show. At that time you 
could probably hear the music vibrat-
ing all the way from New London. We 
apologize for blasting the audience! 

I guess what was important was that 
the children were terrifi c on stage. They 
were dressed in their holiday fi nest and 
truly seemed to enjoy themselves on 
stage. The bands, all three, hit all the 
right notes. I am very proud of our tal-
ented young musicians! The beginner 
band made a successful debut (under 
dim lighting), although I did hear, “I 
can’t see my music!” by more than one 
young musician. 

The annual slide show, coordinated 
by Gretchen Hildebrand, Chris Connor, 
and Mike Wiley, was as popular as ever. 
It was also aired on Cable Channel 8. 

Although the evening had a few mis-
haps, I have yet to talk with anyone who 
did not enjoy the performances. The 
children were amazing, and that was 
what the evening was all about.
Lions Club Peace Poster Contest

At the Winter Concert it has become 
a tradition to name the Lions’ Peace 
Poster Contest winner. Lion Ron Evans 
talked about the Peace Poster Contest 
and then awarded top prize to Mariah 
Lansdown-Howard. Mariah received 
a US Savings Bond. All sixth grade 

students in Andover and Danbury par-
ticipate. Runners-up were Amelia Gil-
christ and Lydia Walker, who received 
framed certifi cates.
Holiday Shoppe

The Holiday Shoppe was December 
15. Tables were overfl owing with gifts 
for the children to purchase. 

I have always been amazed by the 
community involvement with Holi-
day Shoppe. It reaches far beyond the 
parents of today’s students. There are 
numerous community members who 
begin bringing handmade items into 
school in September. There are beauti-
fully knit mittens and scarves and hand-
painted glassware. There are crafts and 
jewelry. People bring in bags and bags 
of new items. 

Audrey Pellegrino oversees the col-
lection and works with PTO members 
to price and arrange it all. More volun-
teers come in the day of the Holiday 
Shoppe and have a delightful time help-
ing the children make their purchases 
and wrap them up. 

All day long students are excitedly 
skipping to the Holiday Shoppe and then 
proudly returning to their classrooms 
with lots of bags. Every child can go 
home with something purchased for fam-
ily members, all by themselves. Holiday 
Shoppe is very important to students and 
is one of the favorite days of the year.
Flu Season

The odor that catches you when you 
enter the building these days is disinfec-
tant. ‘Tis the fl u season and Mrs. Hill, 
our school nurse, has teamed up with 
the custodians and teachers to keep the 
building as germ-free as possible. Desks 
are scrubbed daily with a bleach/water 
solution, as are tabletops and bathrooms. 
Telephones, light switches, door handles, 
and water fountains are constantly being 
wiped down. All are reminded over and 
over to wash hands often. Students and 
staff members who are sick are encour-
aged to stay at home.

As I write this, the third grade classes 
are preparing to present “24th Century 
Kids” to a packed house before vaca-
tion. They promise it will be a musical 
of galactic proportions, written by our 
very own Mr. Hubert.
Mechanical Pig Race

Also, before the vacation there will 
be a mechanical pig race that is sure to 
entertain. Mr. Tucker’s class and Ms. 
Gray’s class were awarded pigs for hav-
ing the highest percentage of magazine 
sales this fall. The students were able to 
alter their pigs in any way, as long as it 
still looked and sounded like a pig. The 
pig’s feet also have to touch the fl oor 
at some point during the race. This 
seemed like a great activity to start off 
the vacation.

January is a busy month but not 
with the amount of activities found in 
December. Academically, it is a seri-
ous time. It is a time for projects and 
long-term assignments. It is mid-way 
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Free Estimates
38 Years in the Business

All work done by owner and son

New Hampton Road, Franklin

934-2376934-2376

Carpet, Linoleum and TileCarpet, Linoleum and Tile

DOUG & SONS FLOORINGDOUG & SONS FLOORING

Dee is the author of Changing People Changing Dogs
Order your copy today at DeesDogs.com 

Life Skills and 
Canine Good Citizen Classes

Sundays at 11 (LS) and noon (CGC). 
Call 735-5543 or visit DeesDogs.com.

Private consultations available. 
Aggression issues are my specialty.

Andover Service Club 

Thrift Shop
Fall and winter clothing 

for the whole family

Our Hours
Tuesday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Wednesday 3 - 5 p.m.
Thursday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

We are located behind the 
Andover Town Hall

and welcome 
your donations, 

your consignments, 
and you!

TOWN of ANDOVER
2006 Andover 
Town Report
Committee reports, 

warrants, etc. are due at the 
Town Offi ce by January 12.

Having them e-mailed to 
AndoverNH@tds.net 

is greatly appreciated!
PO Box 61 • Andover NH 03216 • 603 735-5332

Recycle Your 
Printer, Copier, & 
Fax Cartridges 

At AE/MS
Parent volunteers package 
them and we sell them to 
raise money to help send 

our students to a week-long 
environmental camp.

Recycle today to help 
a future recycler 

tomorrow!

THANK THANK 
YOUYOU!!

Faculty and students 
would like to thank 

Pecco and Gail Beaufays, 
the owners of the 

Highland Lake Inn, 
for their donation toward a 
future building project for 

Andover Elementary/
Middle School. 


