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By Judy Evans
Andover Congregational Church

Here we are, already thinking about 
spring. I know now what my grand-
mother meant when she used to say that 
time fl ies as you get older!

A Valentine’s Day pot-luck supper 
will be held on Saturday, February 17, 
at the Grange Hall. Following the meal 
friends and family of Andover Con-
gregational will share music. You are 
welcome to join us! And speaking of 
Valentine’s Day, an 8-week course to 
help make good marriages better will 
be offered. An informational “marriage 
party” will be held February 8 in the 
Grange Hall in East Andover

Although Christmas seems distant 
now, I have been thinking about how 
some people experience an after-Christ-
mas let-down and many others are de-
pressed at this time of year. I found it 
very interesting and inspirational that 
Pastor John recently wrote the follow-
ing article for the Salt and Light column 
of the InterTown Record.

“Christmas Day has gone by and 
some of us may be feeling the after-
Christmas let-down. And I don’t sup-
pose that telling you that there are 12 
days of Christmas will help any, because 
the world doesn’t celebrate Christmas 
that way anymore.

“When something makes you feel 
good and it’s over, it’s only natural to 
feel let down. And for many, there is 
also a sense of disappointment. But 
disappointment in what? That peace on 
earth and good will didn’t really hap-
pen? Did we really think peace would 
suddenly break out, much less stay af-
ter Christmas? I don’t think so. That 
we didn’t get the presents we wanted? 
I hardly think so. Material things really 
don’t make people happy. And yet, there 
was something in the air, at Christmas, 
wasn’t there? A kind of promise or hope 
that may have left us vaguely disap-
pointed afterwards.

“I would suggest that there is a kind 
of promise that even the non-religiously 
aware feel at Christmas that is divine 
in origin. The promise is felt as more 
people than usual try to act decently to-
wards each other, ‘because it’s Christ-
mas.’ The promise is what is tasted in 
the laughter and fun of families and 
friends getting together. It’s tasted as 
work associates relax a bit around each 
other and simply relate to one another 
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at the offi ce party. It’s tasted in the 
pleasure of year-end giving to chari-
ties, doing something to help the less-
fortunate, extending oneself beyond the 
normal to be kind and considerate. It’s 
tasted in the experience of reaching out 
to someone with whom you have been 
in confl ict, but because it’s Christmas, 
the other person reciprocates your de-
sire to restore the relationship.

“The fact is, Christmas is about rela-
tionships - with society, with friends, in 
the community, at work, at church and 
school and yes, with children and family, 
relationships that are actually better than 
usual, ‘because it’s Christmas.’ Everyone 
together acting a little more like there is 
a God in Heaven who loved us enough 
to send His Son into the world to rescue 
us from sin and evil, sorrow and death. 
That’s the experience of Christmas.

“The wonderful thing is this: the 
promise we taste at Christmas has sub-
stance and is longer-lasting than the 
needles on our Christmas trees or our 
holiday cheer. When the tree comes 
down and everyone is back to ‘normal’ 
and you are saying, ‘Why can’t this 
world be better? Why can’t it be more 
like it was at Christmas?’ It can. And 
God is doing something about it.

“If you want Christmas to continue, 
plug into a church that believes the Good 
News about Jesus Christ. Where people 
are learning to follow Jesus Christ in 
their daily lives; where relationships are 
being restored with God and with hu-
man beings. If you want Christmas to 
continue, continue in Christ’s church. 
Of course, it still won’t completely feel 
like Christmas, because the rest of soci-
ety won’t be celebrating with you. (And 
that won’t happen until the Kingdom of 
God is fulfi lled.) Nevertheless, it is the 
place to start. There is a promise to be 
believed, a gift from God to be opened 
and experienced year round.”

We invite you to attend Andover Con-
gregational Church and experience this 
opportunity to worship with those who 
believe the Good News about Jesus Christ. 
There are a lot of good things happening 
at the little church on the hill beside the 
road in East Andover. You are welcome 
to be a part of all that is taking place. 

Sunday morning worship and Sun-
day School begin at 9:30 with childcare 
available. For more information about 
ongoing outreach programs for people of 
all ages, call Pastor John at 735-5160.

The Wilmot Community Associa-
tion will hold its February Senior Lun-
cheon at noon on February 20 at the 
WCA Barn on Village Road in Wilmot 
Flat. The speaker will be Suzy Sullivan 
of The Creative Cottage. 

The Creative Cottage, which opened 
recently on Kearsarge Valley Road, is 
an art education facility and retail store 
where they specialize in creativity and 
artistic design services. Suzy will dem-
onstrate how to make beaded jewelry 
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and talk about the classes offered by 
The Creative Cottage staff.

The luncheons are an ongoing proj-
ect of the Wilmot Community Asso-
ciation, Community Action Program 
of Merrimack/Belknap Counties, the 
Wilmot Ladies’ Aid Society, and other 
volunteers to encourage seniors to get 
together. The price – a suggested $2 
donation. Reservations are required, so 
please contact Kate McKibbin at 526-
4540 or mckibbin@adelphia.net.

Younglife & 
Wyldlife 

Benefit Dinner
Friday, March 2, at 5:30 

Proctor Dining Hall
Dinner at 6 PM

There will be a 
SILENT AUCTION 

to benefi t the program
If you are interested in …

• coming to the dinner,
• making a donation for our 

Silent Auction,
• or helping with the program 

as a sponsor,
… then please contact
Cathy Ellis at 735-5025

ANDOVER 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

On the hill, beside the road in East Andover

All members, ministers
John J. Wagner, Pastor

735-5160
Sunday morning worship at 9:30 AM, 

followed by fellowship and refreshments. 
Childcare provided.

Bake Sale at 10:30 AM on the third Sunday of every month 
to benefi t restoration of the Grange Hall. 

Call ahead at 735-5331 to place special orders!

Come as you are! All are welcome!

CLAYTON A. MILLER 
INC.

Since 1954

PLUMBING 
HEATING

FULLY INSURED

526-4710
Master Plumber License #22C

Andover
Historical
Society

PO Box 167 • Andover NH 03216
Yesterday Inspires Tomorrow

Help Preserve Our Town’s 
Proud Heritage!

Join the Historical Society and 
receive our quarterly newsletter.
Individual Membership – $10

Family Membership – $15
Donor Membership – $50

Individual Life Membership – $150
Volunteers are always needed!

• Tend the museum in the summer 
• Help care for Society properties
• Help with the 19th Century Fair


