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By Lauretta Phillips
Beacon staff

The surprise wasn’t that Mr. and Mrs. 
Roger Henderson had made it through 
50 years of marriage and were looking 
toward many more. It wasn’t that they 
have lived in the same house for 49 years 
of that marriage, either. The big surprise 
was that their four children and all of the 
people who helped with the work and 
planning successfully kept their 50th an-
niversary party such a secret.

The celebration of 50 years of life 
together for Roger and Betty Hender-
son was held on January 6 at the East 
Andover Fire House.

With over 120 guests in attendance to 
help them celebrate, and with plenty of 
food and good cheer provided by their four 
children, it was easy for Roger and Betty 
to reminisce about those early years.

Betty Foss and Roger Henderson met 
in Fort Fairfi eld, Maine when he was in 
the Air Force and stationed nearby. She 
was in high school at the time. 

They weren’t exactly strangers, as 
his mother and her mother had been 
friends and had lived close to each 
other until Roger was fi ve years old, 
when Roger’s mother and father moved 
to Andover. They eventually moved up 
on Tucker Mountain, coming down the 
mountain each winter and fi nally buy-
ing the house on Route 11 that had once 
been a Masonic Lodge in the 1800s.
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The courtship between Betty and 
Roger lasted for two years. They were 
married on January 5, 1957 in Fort 
Fairfi eld. They moved to Andover and 
bought the house from the elder Hen-
dersons in November of 1957.

They raised their four children in that 
house: two girls – Twila Cook, now of 
Danbury, and Stephanie Oakes, now of 
Northfi eld, Vermont – and two boys – Steele 
and Jim Henderson, both of Andover.

Betty said, “We did not have any 
idea that they planned this party. I told 
the kids last summer when they talked 
about it that all we wanted was to go 
out to dinner to celebrate. That is just 
what we did on Friday night. We went 
to Lebanon to AJ’s Restaurant and had 
a great dinner.”

On Saturday, son Jim told them he 
was taking his wife Angie out to lunch 
for her birthday and urged them to go 
along. They did. It wasn’t till they got 
home and saw the out-of-state license 
plates on the cars in the driveway that 
the Hendersons had even an inkling of 
what might be happening. It was cer-
tainly a surprise.

“They put such a lot of work into it. 
They even found a way to contact the 
best man, whom we had not heard from 
in a long time,” Betty said. Armond 
Button was a lifetime friend and fellow 
airman of Roger’s. He was unable to 
come because of illness, but they talked 
on the phone and were making plans to 
get together soon.

By Anne Hewitt
Beacon staff

Brad Smith of Andover has been 
promoted to Deputy Chief of the Frank-
lin Fire Department.

Brad joined the Franklin Fire De-
partment in 1987 as a call fi refi ghter 
and was hired in a full-time career po-
sition in 1989. He was promoted to Cap-
tain in 1994, and is certifi ed as Level III 
Firefi ghter and as a Paramedic, both the 
highest-ranked levels certifi ed by the 
Department of Safety’s Fire Standards 
& Training and Bureau of Emergency 
Medical Services.

As Deputy Chief, Brad manages 
department operations and training. 
He schedules shift coverage for 12 full-
time career personnel and coordinates 
the availability of 31 call fi re fi ghters 
who are paged to respond to emergen-
cies as needed. 

All personnel require continuing ed-
ucation and training. Brad is in charge 
of securing dates, locations, and quali-
fi ed instructors for numerous courses, 
then notifying or assigning attendance 
and maintaining training records.

Operations duties include main-
tenance and repair of all vehicles in-
cluding three engines, aerial platform, 
heavy rescue, ambulance, boat, and a 
snowmobile. The wide variety of equip-
ment used by fi refi ghters and medical 
responders must also be maintained, 
refurbished, or replaced after use and 
upgraded to meet continually improv-
ing standards.
Pushing For Improved Service

Brad brings to his new position an 
ambitious pursuit for improved service 
to those he serves. According to Frank-
lin Fire Chief Scott Clarenbach, from 
day one Brad pushed to increase the 
level of training for emergency medi-
cal services personnel and was one of 
the fi rst two members of Franklin Fire 
Department to complete the rigorous 
education and training requirements to 
achieve Paramedic status.

“Brad’s advocacy for high-quality pa-
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tient care has proved to be a tremendous 
benefi t for patients who require emergen-
cy medical care,” Chief Clarenbach told 
the Beacon. “His persistence and will-
ingness to take a lead role in researching 
professional growth opportunities has 
resulted in an extremely qualifi ed Fire 
and Rescue Service. He is also a talented 
communicator, whether it be with a pa-
tient, a co-worker, or as a teacher.”

The day doesn’t end for Brad when he 
punches out in Franklin, as he serves as a 
volunteer with the Andover Rescue Squad, 
along with fellow Franklin Firefi ghters and 
Andover residents Steve Fecteau (Para-
medic) and Jason Jenkins (EMT-I).

“The professional training and abili-
ty to provide high-level care to Andover 
Rescue Squad patients is an extremely 
valuable asset to our squad, and more 
so to the patients we respond to,” added 
Ed Becker, president of the Andover 
Rescue Squad.

Brad attended State University of 
New York in Cobleskill, where he met 
his wife Leesa. He graduated with 
a bachelor’s degree in wildlife biol-
ogy. The Smiths live in East Andover, 
where Brad enjoys sugaring his maple 
trees, saltwater fi shing, and spending 
time with his family. Leesa Smith is a 
vice president with Freudenberg NOK; 
daughter Abigail is a senior and son 
Adam is a freshman at Tilton School.

Betty & 
Roger 

Henderson
wish to thank their 
friends and family 
who put together 

the wonderful 50th 
anniversary surprise. 
Thank you for all the 
hard work and fun.
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Toll-Free: 800.859.2745
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PO Box 170
Danbury NH 03230

For All Your 
Insurance Needs
 your Home
 your Auto
 your Business
 your Life
 your Health

Plus:
Boats • RVs • Motorcycles

Worker’s Comp
Estate Bonding

As well as coverage for:
the Handyman
the Contractor

the Artisan

325 Central Street • Franklin NH 03235
Bus.: 603-934-3717 • Fax: 603-934-7227 • Prescott@DavisTowle.com

NAPA
AUTOCARE
CENTER

Quality Automotive Service & Repair
Route 11 • Wilmot Flat • 526-4716

$19.95 FEBRUARY SPECIAL
4-Wheel Alignment Check

or
Nitrogen Tire Filling

or $35.95 for both
• Fuel Savings • Longer Tire Life •

S u p p o r t  O u r  A d v e r t i s e r s !
We couldn’t publish the Beacon without them. 


