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By Lauretta Phillips
Beacon staff

Andover’s very own Karen Holman 
has done it again. The illustrator of G is 
For Granite and Primary Numbers of 
New Hampshire has a number of other 
books already out there being read by 
children from all over the Midwest and 
beyond. Mitt from Michigan and Minn 
from Minnesota are stories about mice 
and their adventures. 

Karen’s latest effort as an illustra-
tor of children’s books will be released 
soon. It is called Mitt and Minn at the 
Wisconsin Cheese Jamboree. The Mitt 
and Minn books are authored by Kathy-
jo Wargin, the best-selling author of nu-
merous children’s books including The 
Legend of Sleeping Bear. There will be 
more mouse stories soon.

“I am pretty excited about doing 
a New England series. I have done a 
book on a Michigan mouse, a Minne-
sota mouse, and now I am doing Wis-
consin and will soon be doing Illinois,” 
Karen said. “The publisher has found 
an author for the New England series, 
so we will be starting with a Massa-
chusetts mouse who travels from Mas-
sachusetts to Maine and then to New 
Hampshire and Vermont. That should 
be lots of fun!”

It takes many hours and weeks to 
fi nish the drawings for a book. Karen 
said she often does more than 60 com-
pleted drawings for a single book.

Karen and her husband, Jeff, came to 
New Hampshire nine years ago. Karen 
had her own fi rm in New York doing in-
terior architecture and design, using her 
skills in a job to earn a living and create 
a lifestyle. Both Karen and Jeff discov-
ered after coming to New Hampshire 
that having a great place to live and raise 
their boys was more important.

Karen went back to doing the thing 
she loves: drawing and painting. When 
you look at the art displayed around 
their house and read the books that her 
illustrations help create, you can feel the 
love she has for her work.

Karen says she is not the only one 
in the family with creative talent. Both 
of her sons are artistic and have done 
many things that she gladly displays. 

“I was always really afraid of mice, but 
am now pretty attached to them,” Kar-
en added. They even have a pet mouse 
named Ben.

Karen also offers programs to schools 
in which she teaches the students to il-
lustrate their own stories. She says it is 
one of her ways of giving back to the 
community. Another is the ad designs 
she does for The Andover Beacon. 

Thank you, Karen, and congratula-
tions on the latest and greatest in the 
Mitt and Minn series.

Karen’s mouse books may be pur-
chased at bookstores or online from 
www.MittenPress.com.

New Book From Karen Holman
By Hastings Rigollet
For the Beacon

Lieutenant Matthieu Rigollet, son 
of Hastings and Gina Rigollett, gradu-
ated from Combat Systems Offi cers 
(CSO) training and received his naviga-
tor wings at Randolph Air Force Base 
Texas on December 15, 2006. 

Lieutenant Rigollett joined the Air 
Force Reserve Offi cers’ Training Corps 
his freshman year at the University of 
New Hampshire and received his com-
missioning as Second Lieutenant upon 
graduating in May 2005. Soon after 
graduation, he attended Air and Space 
Basic Course (ASBC) at Maxwell AFB 
Alabama for six weeks where newly 
commissioned Lieutenants receive ad-
ditional basic military education. 

After ASBC, he was assigned to 
Wright Patterson AFB Ohio for seven 
months where he fl ew the piper warrior 
and earned his Private Pilots License 
(PPL). Upon completion of his PPL, 
Lieutenant Rigollet was stationed at 
Randolph AFB 9 Texas where he began 
CSO training in March 2006.

While at Randolph Air Force Base, 
students receive training on a broad spec-

Matthieu Rigollet Gets Navigator Wings

trum of both general and advanced navi-
gation techniques including advanced 
navigation systems, electronic warfare 
operations, and weapons employment. 

Throughout the nine-month CSO 
curriculum, students are trained and 
evaluated on 15 real time fl ights, 31 
simulator fl ights, and 10 academic tests. 
Critical skills such as mission planning, 
equipment operations, crew coordina-
tion, task management, and numerous 
others are heavily emphasized through-
out the program in order to produce a 
more versatile and capable aviator.

In May 2007, Lieutenant Rigollett 
will be sent to Little Rock AFB for fol-
low-up training on the C-130 Hercules. 
After fi ve months at Little Rock he will 
be at Ramstein AB in Germany as a 
mission qualifi ed C-130 navigator. The 
primary mission of the C-130 Hercules 
is tactical airlift which involves deliver-
ing troops, supplies, and equipment into 
both friendly and hostile areas. 

The following Andover students 
were named to the dean’s list for the 
fi rst semester at the University of New 
Hampshire in Durham. Highest honors: 
Adam Fitzpatrick, Chloe Rochon, and 
Davis Thurston. High honors: Ash-
ley Walker. Honors: Tess Prescott and 
Mary Will.

DEAN’S LIST 
UNH

Evelyn Baker of East Andover and 
David Shumway of New London, Con-
necticut announce the engagement of 
their daughter, Heather Shumway, to 
Todd Rainier, son of George Rainier of 
Greenfi eld and Patricia Harris of Hollis.

Heather graduated from New Eng-
land College in Henniker and earned a 
master’s degree in library science from 
Simmons College in Boston. She is the 
director of the Hooksett Public Library.

Todd is the store manager of Goo-
dale’s Bike Shop in Hooksett.

The couple met while performing 
community service with the Hooksett 
Kiwanis Club, of which Todd is a char-
ter member.

An autumn wedding is planned.

ENGAGED 
Evelyn Baker

Army Private David Langtry, son of 
David and Joy Langtry, graduated from 
basic combat training at Fort Jackson in 
Columbia, South Carolina. Langtry is 
a 2002 graduate of Merrimack Valley 
High School.

GRADUATED 
David Langtry

Digger Day’s
Artesian Well Co., Inc.

• Free Estimates
• Contract Pricing
• Artesian Well Drilling
• Pump Installation
• Hydrofracturing
• Residential or Commercial
• Replacement of Dug Wells
• Replace Existing Wells That Have 

Poor Water Supplies Or Contamination

Russell C. Day
Since 1959

746-3568 • 1-800-698-0079
www.diggerday.com  •  HOPKINTON, NH

HAPPY HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY, BIRTHDAY, 
MARGIE!MARGIE!

Will you be my Will you be my 
Valentine?Valentine?

  - Bill  - Bill

Country Spun 
Treasures

QUILT & 
FABRIC SHOP
Feb 10 - Learn to Felt & Dye 

a Handbag - $60. 
No knitting required.

Feb 15, 22, & Mar 1 - Learn 
to Make a Log Cabin Lap 
Quilt - $45.

COMING SOON!
Harmony by Red Rooster

Civil War prints by Windham

711 Flaghole Rd, East Andover
Wed - Sat, 10 am to 4 pm • 934-3885
Other times by chance or appointment.

Happy Birthday 
to...who?

Celebrate that special birthday, 
anniversary, etc. in a special way –
with a $19 “celebration” ad in the 

Beacon. Call 735-6099.


