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The Andover Police Department re-
sponded to 141 calls for service from 
January 15 to February 15. The follow-
ing is a partial breakdown.

• Traffi c accidents – 1
• Traffi c warnings – 38
• Traffi c summons – 16
• OHRV complaints – 3
• Attempted suicide – 1
• Domestic disputes – 1
• Disorderly conduct complaints – 2
• Liquor law violations – 2
• Suspicious vehicle or person – 5
• House checks – 4

Police Blotter
• Thefts – 1
• Assist other police departments – 12
• Assist ambulance/rescue – 3
• Animal complaints – 4

Arrests
• Robert Drew, 23, Rumney, Operat-

ing after suspension
• Kenneth Flaherty, 19, Loudon, Oper-

ating after suspension, prohibitions
• Denise Keene, 48, Andover, Pro-

hibited sales
• Beth Beauregard, 45, Prohibited sales
• Joseph Arnold, 40, Possession of 

controlled drug

By Anne Hewitt
Andover Rescue Squad

Public relations are an important task 
of service organizations. That’s why the 
Beacon is so valuable to the people of 
Andover and to the many groups in 
town that are able to report information 
and ask for input.

Actual interaction between these 
groups and townspeople is desirable, 
however often the only time people get to 
meet the members of the Rescue Squad 
is when we are called for an emergency. 
This situation does not usually present 
the best circumstances for casual chat-
ting and getting to know each other!

Andover Rescue Squad will be on 
hand at Andover Elementary/Middle 
School on Tuesday, March 13 (Town 
Meeting and voting day). The ambu-
lance will be there for viewing and 
tours. We can check your pulse and 
blood pressure and answer any ques-
tions you may have about what we do.
Planning for the Future

Discussions continue about the fu-
ture of Andover Rescue Squad. How we 
do what we do – all volunteer members 
and free services – is an anomaly in this 
day and age. Since no one seems terribly 
excited to start paying for pre-hospital 

Andover Rescue Squad
emergency medical care or salaries for 
staff EMTs and Paramedics, we’re try-
ing to hold onto this unique and extraor-
dinary system for as long as we can.

To help meet the person-power needs 
of the Rescue Squad, last summer we 
ran a First Responder course and gained 
four new members. This summer ARS 
will be conducting an EMT course in 
June, July, and August in order to recruit 
six to ten additional new members. We 
need this many new active members to 
maintain our ability to respond to medi-
cal emergencies and to keep ARS as a 
vital part of our community.
Sign Up Now!

You can sign up for this summer’s 
EMT course on Town Meeting day, or 
you can call Rescue Squad President Ed 
Becker at 735-5338 (home) or 735-5444 
(Lake Farm Realty) to register for this 
EMT Course.

Providing emergency medical care 
to someone who is injured or sick is ex-
tremely rewarding. Patients have told us 
that having a friend or neighbor there as 
a responder helped reduce their anxiety.

Please stop by the Andover Rescue 
Squad display at AE/MS on March 13. 
We look forward to meeting you and an-
swering any questions you may have.

By Rene Lefebvre
Chief, East Andover Fire Department

I think it is possible that Ben Frank-
lin was on his way home one night af-
ter signing the Declaration of Indepen-
dence or inventing the stove or maybe 
even the lightning rod and passed by a 
building that was on fi re. 

Ben, being the bright statesman and 
inventor that he was, likely thought that 
as long as they were going to watch the 
place burn anyway they should try to 
put the fi re out. With that, Ben and oth-
ers organized the fi rst fi re brigade. 

Okay, so I took a little license with his-
tory. But it could have happened that way.

Ben Franklin used a church bell to alert 
his village fi re fi ghters. The bell is still a 
symbol for the fi re service and is carried 
on the front of many trucks today. 

In my early days, the fi re captain 
would use a bell on the fi re ground to 
ring out a message to his crew. I strong-
ly believe in old symbols and traditions 
of the fi re service, because they tend 
to bind the new members to the “more 
seasoned” crew. Our history is strong 
and proud.

Our strong traditions should not get 
in the way of progress, though we of-
ten say that grudgingly. Steeple bells, 
horns, and alert sirens have given way 
to the pager. A single dispatcher can 
“tone” hundreds of emergency respond-
ers with address and vital information. 
The pager, though no longer considered 
a new tool, forever changed the method 
of alerting emergency responders. 

The next major change would come 
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with the implementation of E-911. We 
in New Hampshire have access to this 
very powerful tool. When you call 911, 
vital information linked to your phone is 
instantly displayed. The police depart-
ment, fi re department, and ambulance 
service that serve your home appear 
on a touch screen. Most importantly, 
the address of that phone is displayed. 
This is a lot of very useful and often life 
saving information and you, the caller, 
have not said anything. 

The goal of E-911 in our state is to 
gain information quickly and lessen the 
possibility of confusion and errors. The 
E-911 people do that mission well.

Not all phones are created equal, and 
the consumer must be careful. Phones 
that are connected to your Internet con-
nection (“IP phones”) may not be con-
nected to our 911 system. They may have 
their version of 911, but not the E-911 of 
traditional phones in New Hampshire. 

IP phones may save money, and as 
a native-born Yankee I understand that 
concept well. But ask your IP provider 
if your phone will be connected to New 
Hampshire 911. The answer is either 
“yes” or “no.” 

“Similar-to” or “as-good-as” will not 
display information that will be vital to 
you when time is life. I have nothing 
against IP phones – just be sure what 
they are offering.

I think Ben Franklin would marvel 
at the technology used by the fi re ser-
vice today. He may even consider the 
fi re department to be one of his “better” 
inventions.

The Law Offi ce of
JAY C. BOYNTONJAY C. BOYNTON

9 Johnson Lane, Suite 102
P.O. Box 395

Andover, New Hampshire 
03216-0395

Telephone 603-735-5554
Facsimile 603-735-5564

Email BoyntonLawOffi ce@tds.net

For All Your 
Insurance Needs
 your Home
 your Auto
 your Business
 your Life
 your Health

Plus:
Boats • RVs • Motorcycles

Worker’s Comp
Estate Bonding

As well as coverage for:
the Handyman
the Contractor

the Artisan

325 Central Street • Franklin NH 03235
Bus.: 603-934-3717 • Fax: 603-934-7227 • Prescott@DavisTowle.com


