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By Lauretta Phillips
Beacon staff

When Lesa Stoddard from DeWitt, 
Michigan stepped off the plane at 
Boston’s Logan airport at midnight on 
Thursday, February 15, she did it with 
purpose. She was headed to Andover 
on a mission. 

She came to combine a long weekend 
trip to see family with a long weekend 
quilting session. The session started on 
Friday and Saturday with a shop-hop to 
search out just the right fabrics. It started 
in earnest on Sunday morning when the 
fi rst quilter, Cora Ciampi arrived at 9 AM 
and declared, “Where is the coffee?” 

The full group consisted of Lesa; 
Cora Ciampi of Weare; Becky Austin 
of Henniker; Jessica Hamman, age 8, 
and Nathan Hamman, age 6, also of 
Henniker; Ruth Niven of Franklin; and 
hostess Lauretta Phillips of Andover. 

They were soon all on a mission to 
create blankets for US soldiers – Blan-
kets of Hope. Sunday and Monday found 
all of them cutting, sewing, and using 
their design skills to produce nine quilts.

Jessica and Nathan designed a blan-
ket out of fl eece and appliqued cotton 
squares printed with animals. They put 
a big star right in the middle. It was their 
fi rst time designing a quilt and using a 
sewing machine. 

They were helped at the sewing stage 
by Cora, their grandmother. They were 
also helped up and down the long hill on 
their sleds by two golden retrievers. As 
someone once said, “Somewhere in each 
sewing day there must be some play. It 
helps make the quilt warm and cozy.”

Ruth designed a beautiful abstract 
landscape. Becky designed a red, white, 
and blue pieced quilt. Lesa was into 
piecing and quilting with red, white, 
and blue and designed three such quilts. 
Cora and Lauretta helped with the sew-
ing and designed fl eece and also pieced-
cotton quilts. A fun and creative time 
was had by all.

For many years, people have been 

Lesa Stoddard from Dewitt, Michigan, with the Blankets of Hope made by a 
group that convened at the Andover home of Lauretta Phillips. 
 Photo: Lauretta Phillips

For US Soldiers, Blankets 
Of Hope From Andover

getting together in groups to make 
quilts. Often those quilts were “War 
Quilts.” During the Civil War, both the 
Northern and Southern women created 
quilts for the men to take with them or 
to be given to them on the battlefi eld to 
help keep them warm. 

Many young men brought their quilts 
home with them, and many were rolled 
in them to be buried when they died 
from their wounds. People also made 
quilts to raffl e off to earn money to help 
supply the soldiers. Because of the good 
use and tough times, very few of those 
quilts still exist. Some are in museums.

Blankets of Hope are being sent to 
US soldiers who are wounded or ill, 
along with a small backpack full of 
things they need and do not have. The 
group handling this project is called 
Soldiers’ Angels, of which Lesa is a 
part. She also has a son in the Marines, 
PFC Bradley Stoddard. Lesa said, “If 
my son was out there by himself and 
did not have anyone to support him, I 
would want someone’s mother to take 
an interest and help him, too.”

Patti Patton-Bader founded Soldiers’ 
Angels in the summer of 2003 when 
her son wrote home from Iraq express-
ing his concern that some soldiers did 
not receive any mail or support from 
home. Within a few short months, Sol-
diers’ Angels had grown from a mother 
writing a few extra letters to an Internet 
community with thousands of angels 
worldwide. 

Soldiers’ Angels’ purpose is to pro-
vide aid and comfort to the thousands 
of American service members stationed 
wherever the United States raises its fl ag. 
In addition to the Hero Packs, Soldiers’ 
Angels sponsors programs that provide 
laptop computers to wounded soldiers, 
care packages and support to deployed 
soldiers, armored blankets to military 
ambulances, and memorial trees to the 
families of soldiers who have died in 
the service of their country. As Patton-

For the second year, the Kearsarge 
Magazine Good Citizen Award thanks 
an outstanding group of area residents 
who have made a difference.

Good Citizens are the people, orga-
nizations, or businesses that have given 
back to the community. “With all of the 
wonderful things people are doing, it was 
diffi cult to select only six Good Citizens 
in 2007,” says Laura Jean Whitcomb, 
editor of Kearsarge Magazine.

The Kearsarge Magazine staff chose 
six fi nalists:

• Jerry Hersey, East Andover, who is 
conserving his farm land for the enjoy-
ment of future generations

• Laurie Field, Grantham, for initiat-
ing fun, family activities. 

• Susie Burmann, New London, for 
her work with the Red Cross and the 
New London Fire Department

• Barbara Garlock, New London, 
who motivates and encourages seniors 
at the Clough Center

Jerry Hersey Earns 
Good Citizen Award 

• Alice Lynn, Newbury, who has 
given back to the community in a vari-
ety of ways for decades

• Gail Matthews, Wilmot, for focus-
ing her energies on fundraising for can-
cer research and pediatric programs

Good Citizens are profi led in the 
spring 2007 issue of Kearsarge Maga-
zine, available at newsstands and conve-
nience stores and at Morgan Hill Book-
store in New London or by subscription 
at KearsargeMagazine.com.

See Hope  on page 26

Bill Matulevich was honored by 
the New Hampshire Food Bank in 
Manchester with a “Foodie” Award for 
being NHFB’s Fundraiser of the Year 
for 2006. Bill staged two large events in 
Andover last year to raise much-needed 
funds for NHFB.

HONORED 
Bill Matulevich

Pancake Road & Route 11 Tues - Sat 10 to 5
Andover NH Sunday 12 to 5
735-4100 ConstantQuilter.com

The Constant QuilterThe Constant Quilter
Third AnniversaryThird Anniversary
Customer Appreciation Sale 
MARCH 15, 16, & 17MARCH 15, 16, & 17
FAT QUARTER FRENZYFAT QUARTER FRENZY 
$1.50 each, or 25+ for $1 each!

20% Off  PFAFF Sewing MachinesPFAFF Sewing Machines
Select models 50% off!

HANDMADE QUILTS HANDMADE QUILTS up to 60% off!

20% Off All Fabric, Books, Notions, Antiques, Fabric, Books, Notions, Antiques, and 
          Estate Jewelry!          Estate Jewelry!

Kearsarge Unitarian 
Universal ist Fel lowship

Reverend Emily Burr, Minister
Stone Chapel of Proctor Academy, Andover

11 AM Worship
526-8213 • kuufnh.org
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