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AE/MS 2007-2008 AE/MS 2007-2008 
School Year School Year 

Kindergarten Kindergarten 
RegistrationRegistration

Registration and information gather-
ing is scheduled for April 18. Children 
entering kindergarten should be fi ve years 
old on or before September 30, 2007. 

Registration packets will be mailed. 
If you have not received your packet by 
April 4, please call Gail Parenteau at 
735-5494. 

At the time of your child’s appoint-
ment, please bring birth certifi cate and 
immunization record. 

We look forward to meeting you!

By Ben Cox
Seventh Grade

My family had the chance to come to 
New Zealand for a year, and my brother 
Will and I are going to school here. I’m 
in seventh grade, and Will is in fi fth. 

The school here is very different. Ri-
waka School has 240 students and about 
10 teachers. I like Riwaka School because 
recess is an hour longer than at home, and 
we play a game at the end of the day. 

The school also has a large solar 
heated pool with a water slide. We swim 
every day.

There are no lockers and no halls. To 
get to other classes you walk outside. 

Everyone goes barefoot around the 
school. We have to wear the school hats 
when outside so we don’t get sunburned. 
In New Zealand there is a hole in the ozone 
layer, and your skin burns in fi ve minutes. 

We ride a bus to school here on re-
ally narrow, twisty roads. School here 
starts an hour later. I like the desks be-
cause the tops lift up and you can see 

Ben & Will Cox In New Zealand

everything inside. 
In my classroom the teacher arranged 

our desks into two groups, and each 
group is shaped like a waka. “Waka” is 
the Maori word for a large canoe. 

Will and I have made some good 
friends at school, so it will be hard to 
leave New Zealand.

Ben, Will, and the Beacon on the beach 
in New Zealand. Photo: Lynn Cox

By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

Andover Middle School students 
competed in the Reader’s Digest Word 
Power Challenge for the second year. At 
the end of last month, word was received 
that all three of our students qualifi ed to 
advance to the State Level Champion-
ship. Haley Peters, Caleb Frantz, and 
Mariah Lansdown-Howard will be ad-
ministered the state level online test on 
March 19. The top scoring student in 
the state will be named State Champion 
and will advance to the National Cham-
pionship along with other state champi-
ons from across the country. Congratu-

AE/MS Students Advance In Word 
Power And Spelling Competitions

lations to our Grade Level Champions, 
and good luck with the next step!

Speaking of champions, Siobhan Reid, 
our School Spelling Bee Champion, will 
go to the next level of competition on 
March 17. Siobhan will compete at the re-
gional level in Laconia. There will be 15 
to 20 spellers at the regional competition. 
The top two spellers in the regional com-
petition will advance to the state competi-
tion, scheduled for March 24. 

The top speller at the state competi-
tion will represent New Hampshire at 
the Scripps National Spelling Bee in 
Washington, DC. We wish Siobhan suc-
cess at the next level of competition!

received her degree at Keene State Col-
lege, and also has training in Reading 
Recovery and the Wilson Language 
program. One of her greatest gifts is 
teaching children how to read. Clearly, 
AE/MS is fortunate to have this soft-
spoken, positive, and conscientious pro-
fessional on its team.

Outside of school, Mrs. Gagne lives 
in Hopkinton with her husband Jeff and 
also has three children, Nate, Chris, and 
Melissa. She is civically active in her 
hometown as a trustee at the Hopkinton 
Town Library. Other interests include 
knitting, reading, gardening, cooking, 
and hot air ballooning. 

One of her greatest passions is bal-

Mrs. Gagne  from page 36 let. For 20 years, she has taught future 
ballerinas this graceful dance style and 
continues to do so each week in Con-
cord. The person who she says inspires 
her is also a dedicated, quiet woman of 
vision. Her name is Pat Walker, direc-
tor of Dance Petit Papillon, the dance 
school where Mrs. Gagne teaches bal-
let. The vision they both share is to help 
students realize their full potential as 
individuals as well as dancers.

“Teach” is a verb, an action word that 
is synonymous with discipline, educat-
ing, preparing, imparting, instructing, 
and training. It is a calling, not merely a 
job. AE/MS has that with Holly Gagne, 
a woman of vision, who brings hope 
and achievement to her students and all 
those around her.

From evidence gained by the teams, it 
is possible to extrapolate the total num-
ber and relative health of whole popula-
tions of deer, fox, bear, mink, weasel, 
fi sher…the list goes on. 

Meanwhile, students in Forestry 
classes work in teams to design land-
use plans for small, fi ve-acre parcels. 
Recreational use encompasses trail and 
bridge maintenance for hiking, moun-
tain biking, skiing, and camping. 

The economic viability of the land is 
a key lesson for students. “We’re teach-
ing conservation,” says Dave. “Preser-
vation would be leaving land alone, but 

Proctor  from page 36 we are employing ethical logging prac-
tices to generate income, while mini-
mizing damage to adjacent trees, soils, 
and water resources.” 

Thoughtful, planned logging actu-
ally creates healthy new wildlife habi-
tats. One current example is a logging 
operation that is removing trees blown 
down by a severe gust last summer.

Students, of course, are not logging. 
An afternoon Woods Team, however, is 
active splitting cordwood that will heat 
four dorms with wood-burning furnaces. 
When students return from spring break 
on March 19, many will throw themselves 
into the sweetest project of the year: gath-
ering and boiling maple sap!
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