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By Elizabeth Walters
Concord Monitor staff

Residents of Andover declined to ap-
propriate money to expand their recy-
cling center at the annual town meeting 
[on Tuesday night, March 13]. They sig-
naled their concern over environmental 
issues, however, by voting to publicly 
voice their approval of efforts by Con-
gress and the president to address cli-
mate change.

“There are times when things get too 
big for anyone to deal with except the gov-
ernment of the United States of America,” 
resident William Bardsley said.

Voters approved an operating bud-
get of $1.34 million. With the warrant 
articles included, the total appropria-
tions came to $1.38 million, a decrease 
of nearly $111,000 from last year’s total 
appropriations. But after fi ve years in 
which the town tax rate did not increase 
at all, the selectmen are projecting an 
increase of about 17 cents per $1,000 of 
assessed value, due in part to work after 
last spring’s fl oods.

With little discussion, residents 
passed measures to add $10,000 to the 
highway equipment capital reserve fund 
and $20,000 to the bridge rehabilitation 
capital reserve fund. They also estab-
lished a fund for buying transfer station 
equipment and placed $5,000 in it.

A few items with smaller price tags in 
the operating budget proved more con-
troversial. Several residents complained 
about an increase from $7,000 to $9,000 
for the building inspector, even after 
Town Administrator Mark Stetson ex-
plained that the inspector’s pay comes 
entirely from building permit fees and 
does not include any tax dollars. They 
were upset about the range of projects 
in town that require building permits if 
their value is more than $100, including 
structural changes, storage sheds, swim-
ming pools, and permanent generators.

“You can’t fi ll your truck with gaso-
line for just about $100,” resident Toby 
Locke said.

Laws of procedure prevented resi-
dents from changing the ordinance at 

2007 Town Meeting
the meeting; they can propose a change 
for next year’s ballot.

At the selectmen’s urging, residents 
unanimously decreased the budget for 
highway and bridge projects by $28,000 
because engineers had determined that 
the original request for $365,000 was 
more than the town would need. Among 
other projects, that budget line includes 
$225,000 for repairs next fall to the dam 
and a culvert at Highland Lake, which 
were damaged in last spring’s fl oods.

Residents ultimately defeated a pro-
posed budget amendment to add $6,500 
for a shed addition onto the town recy-
cling building. Opponents of the mea-
sure cited the fact that the committee is 
to begin working on a master plan soon 
and said they should wait until that pro-
posal was further developed.

The climate change measure was pe-
titioned by the town conservation com-
mittee. Mary Ann Broshek, the acting 
chairwoman, said that by passing the 
nonbinding resolution, residents would 
be sending a message to the highest lev-
els of power that climate change must 
be addressed.

Some voters were hesitant. Howard 
Wilson said he supported the idea but 
didn’t trust the government to follow 
through on the environmental effort.

“Looking at the past eight years, 
asking them to do something good is 
like asking a mouse not to resist a trap,” 
he said.

“Mr. Wilson, that’s the fi rst thing 
you and I have agreed on in 25 years,” 
Moderator Ed Becker said.

At the polls this year, the town had 
no contested races. A proposal to extend 
the zoning ordinance passed, 209-91.

In open voting for the Fourth of July 
parade theme, in which residents marked 
their preferences with smiley-face stick-
ers, Frontier Days was the winner with 
109 smiley faces, followed by Famous 
Americans with 87, Nursery Rhymes 
with 76, and School Days with 26.

The TV Shows theme fi nished at the bot-
tom of the pack, with only 15 smiley faces.
Copyright © 2007 Concord Monitor

Scenes from Andover Town Meeting 2007
From the top: 
• The meeting fi lled the AE/MS gym.
• Toby Locke, Town Report in hand, addresses the meeting.
• Building Inspector Lloyd Perreault responds to questions from the meeting.
• Irene Jewett, one of the Supervisors of the Checklist, relaxes for a moment 
with her young neighbor Ethan Fecteau, the son of Steve and Amy Fecteau.
 Photos: Bob Bussey (top three), Heather Makechnie (bottom)


