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By Rene Lefebvre
Chief, East Andover Fire Department

After a relatively quiet winter, the 
fi re business is picking up. We have had 
several chimney and other small fi res 
to deal with. Though as I have stated in 
the past we like what we do, you would 
rather have us bored.

A very tragic fi re happened in New 
York City last month with high loss of 
life. Most were young children. From the 
families’ perspective I cannot imagine the 
immense grief from such a terrible loss. 

From the fi refi ghter’s side we take ev-
ery death personally. We feel in our soul 
that our dedication and training should 
be enough to keep everyone safe. Our 
rational mind is very aware that we, as 
emergency responders, can only do so 
much. You are the key to your safety. 

In New York they found smoke de-
tectors with no batteries, exits blocked, 
and no fi re escapes from upper fl oors. 
Several small factors came together 
with large ones to create a very danger-
ous situation. 

Today would be a good time to con-
duct a quick safety audit of your home. 
Check your smoke detectors; consider 
purchasing a carbon monoxide detector. 
Check your fi re extinguishers, and keep 
clutter away from exits. Have a safe 
place outside your home for everyone 
to meet, and have a fi re drill with your 
family. It is the little things you do that 

By Judy Perreault
Andover Fourth of July Committee

In voting on Town Meeting Day you 
chose Frontier Days this year for the 
Fourth of July Theme. Famous Ameri-
cans was a close second, followed by 
Nursery Rhymes. There is plenty of 
time to dig out or make those frontier 
costumes and covered wagons, ‘cause 
it’s “Westward Ho.”

Remember, we have eight prize-win-
ning categories: First $100, Second $75, 
Third $50, and Fourth $25. Other prize 
categories are Most Unique, Best Cos-
tume, Most Decorated, and Most Pa-
triotic. Each winner in these categories 
receives $50. We encourage clubs, fam-
ilies, individuals, businesses, streets, 
schools, and churches to enter a fl oat. It 
can be fun and profi table.

Sara Tracy-Arone (735-5272) is in 
charge of the Children’s Parade. All en-
trants receive $1 and drinks. Each year 
Sara comes up with something to keep 
the children busy before the parade. 

Realtor Joyce Egge of Equine Homes 
has once again offered prize money 
for the Animal Category. Think about 
entering your horses, donkeys, oxen, 
etc. Last year’s prize money went un-
claimed.

We will be sending out notices to 
past participants, but you may show 
up that day and register. For fl ea mar-
ket space, contact Howard Wilson at 

East Andover Fire Department FOURTH OF JULY COMMITTEE
will assure a positive outcome during 
an emergency.
New Members

We are very pleased to welcome three 
new members to our fi re department. It 
is very refreshing to see new drive and 
dedication. The training program is as 
good for the more senior members as it 
is for the rookies. The older guys never 
cease to surprise me with their attention 
to detail when training someone and 
their knowledge of very minor details 
of the equipment that we use. 

Though we will train the new people 
at our station, a more formal state-certi-
fi ed program is required. The good old 
days of “on the job training” are over. 
The job is no more hazardous than it 
ever was, but the equipment is more 
complicated to use and the level of ex-
pectation of the homeowner is higher. 
We are fortunate to have training avail-
able in New Hampshire that helps us 
meet those challenges.

I was trying to think of a few stories 
of my rookie days, but after more than 
30 years of responding to opportunities, 
the events get muddy. I think the best 
part of the job is the people you work 
with and the people you serve. Fighting 
fi re, battling fl oods, cold, building col-
lapse, near misses, and bad food is all 
great too. That comes with experience, 
but don’t tell the new guys – they may 
come to their senses.

735-5427. Space is going fast, so reg-
ister early.

This year we need three parade 
judges and one car judge, preferably 
someone from out of town . Visiting 
relatives are good, especially if they do 
not know the participating organiza-
tions. People who are new to town and 
haven’t had a chance to get acquainted 
also make great judges. We try to be 
fair and neutral. 

We also need someone to help line 
up the parade entries. If you can help 
with the parade or have any questions, 
call Judy Perreault at 735-5493.

R E A L T O R SR E A L T O R S

Kelly Jarvis
The Equity Group of New London

276 Newport Road, Suite 103
New London NH 03257

526-4000 • 568-4979 (cell)
Kelly@EquityGroupRealtors.com

KellyJarvis.com • EquityGroupRealtors.com

New England Charm in Salisbury, New Hampshire
This original Cape was built in 1783. Many updates and plenty of space with 9 rooms, 
5 bedrooms & 2 baths. Attached is a huge 30x54 3-story barn. Property includes 
three lots, one with front-
age on Blackwater 
River which offers 
great opportunity 
for swimming, fish-
ing and canoeing. 
For more info visit 
Homes-Salisbury.com
 $335,000

JEAN-PAUL RABBATH, DMD, FAGD, PLLC
Fellow Academy of General Dentistry

NH AGD Delegate & Membership Chair
Member AGD, ADA, CDA, NHDS, MDS

Restorative, Preventive & Implant Dentistry
Cosmetic (Veneers, Whitening & More)
Invisalign (Clear Alternative to Braces)
Dental Surgery (Extractions)
Gum Therapy
Immediate Full & Partial Dentures
Same Day Emergencies 603-286-8618

Dentist speaks also  & !
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• 24-Hour Wrecker Service
• OHRV Registrations

   Scott Palmer   Scott Palmer
        Phil LeBrecht        Phil LeBrecht
             Darrel Palmer             Darrel Palmer

720 Main Street • Andover
526-9528

ANDOVER AUTO WRECKING

735-5313

Now PayingNow Paying

$$2525
For Junk Cars For Junk Cars 

& Trucks& Trucks


