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By Lauretta Phillips
Beacon staff 

Melanie Shaw is lighting up her part 
of the world with wonderful painted 
and cut-paper lampshades. Soft, subtle 
light and gentle colors brighten the cor-
ners at the home of Emile and Melanie 
Shaw. Magic vistas stretch out before 
you from windows that let in plenty of 
the natural light that Melanie likes to 
work with. The work Melanie does is 
both beautiful and engaging. Custom 
lampshades from fl oor lamps to chan-
deliers are painted with watercolors and 
pierced cutwork enhances the beauty of 
these lampshades. 

Melanie has been custom-designing, 
hand-painting, and cutting paper shades 
for about 22 years. She fi rst got involved 
with this art when her youngest daugh-
ter started fi rst grade. She had her horse 
and her house and all the work that goes 
with both, but she decided she needed 
to be doing something more creative. 
A friend was working at home assem-
bling cutwork lampshades wholesale 
for another company and suggested 
that she try it. She tried it and found 
that it stimulated her creativity. Before 
long she was not just doing the cutting 
but was also creating some of her own 
hand-painted designs. 

For a few years she produced these 
designs for the other company whole-
sale from her dinning room table, en-
listing the help of her daughters when 
the orders became too heavy. The more 
Melanie painted the more she became 
interested in the creative aspects of 
those special one-of-a-kind orders. 

Buying a van and display materials, 
Melanie started working for herself. She 
took her show on the road and for eight 
years set up shop at Fine Art and Craft 
shows all over New England. Melanie’s 
artistic fl air and one-of-a-kind designs 
became well known and sought after 
throughout New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Maine, Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
and New York. Over the years, she 
has shipped her lampshades across the 

United States, Canada, and also to Eu-
rope. 

When I went to talk with Melanie 
and see exactly what she does, she was 
gracious enough to give me a complete 
tour. I had the privilege of sitting at the 
place she gets some of her inspiration 
from. There I watched as birds came 
in to a feeder and horses stood in the 
fi eld. There are magic vistas wherever 
you look. I could see where she got her 
ideas and also how really talented this 
artist is. From the standard chick-a-dees 
on branches (one of my favorites) to the 
one-of-a-kind landscapes that are paint-
ings of places where some of her clients 
live, her artistic skill brings to life and 
gives a glow to everyday wonders. 

Being gone so much has its disadvan-
tages and Melanie’s show has now come 
home to roost. She continues to design 
and paint special order lampshades, as 
well as the bird and fl oral designs she 
has become so famous for. Instead of 
going to multiple art shows she will only 
be doing a few now and then.. Melanie 
said she has plans to have an open house 
this spring to display and sell some of 
these wonderful shades. Look for her 
ad in the Kearsarge Shopper for the ex-
act dates. She is also making plans to 
offer classes in the near future. Melanie 
can be reached by phone at 735-5746 or 
e-mail her at melanielee@tds.net. 

Melanie Shaw: Over 20 Years 
Making Lampshades Her Business

By Kate Davidson
Concord Monitor staff

Tree Wilson has lived in Andover for 
more than 35 years. He has served as 
a selectman and member of the budget 
committee, as well as trustee of the trust 
fund, and has survived dozens of town 
meetings without coffee – he doesn’t 
drink it, as a rule.

Why do you attend town meeting? 
Well one, I think it’s a good exercise in 
civic duty. And two, I like agitating the 
audience.

How does that usually go over? Some 
people will applaud me under most cir-
cumstances. A few times, whatever I 
say will go over with a dull thud. And 
that’s no problem.

What’s the longest town meeting 
you’ve ever been to? We had one that 
went through midnight once; this was 
three or four years ago.

What supplies do you bring to the 
meeting? I bring a pen with me, I bring 
the town report with me and I fi gure 
I’m picking up munchies – fl uids and 
maybe cookies – on site.

What’s the biggest change you’ve seen 
happen at town meeting? The biggest real 
change I’ve seen is a decline in the number 
of people who show up for town meeting. 
If they don’t come (and) they don’t vote, 
anything that’s done to them as far as tax-
ation or regulation is something they only 
have themselves to blame for.
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Tree, On Town Meeting

ENJOY LUXURY IN EAST ANDOVER!
Linens and Towels by Mascioni from Italy
Amenities by Molton Brown from England

Tea by Harney & Sons
the fi rst American Master Tea Blender 

to supply the English Royal Family

Lavazza Espresso from Italy
… and many more products used by luxury hotels 

worldwide. Each room has its own full bathroom, fl at 
screen cable TV, and Wi-Fi access.

The Highland Lake Inn, 
a neighborhood landmark since 1767.

COME IN AND VISIT US!
735-6426 • HighlandLakeInn.com

Free Estimates
38 Years in the Business

All work done by owner and son

New Hampton Road, Franklin

934-2376934-2376

Carpet, Linoleum and TileCarpet, Linoleum and Tile

DOUG & SONS FLOORINGDOUG & SONS FLOORING

FOREST  CONE  &  EVERGREEN  SHOP
On Kearsarge Valley Road at Route 11 in Wilmot 

Fresh Flowers • Roses • Carnations
Yankee Candles • Wreaths • Easter Lilies 

Hyacinths • Tulips • Daffodils 
and more bulb plants.

Plus, a New Line of Gifts...
...and much more!

THE BUNNY IS COMING SOON!
PLACE YOUR EASTER 
ORDERS EARLY!
Mon-Fri 9-6 • Sat 9-4 • 526-6397


