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of fl owers, memorial contributions may 
be made to Career Firefi ghters Asso-
ciation, Franklin Fire Dept., 59 West 
Bow Street, Franklin 03235 or to the 
Andover Rescue Squad, PO Box 209, 
Andover 03216. 

PAUL NILSSON ABBOTT, beloved hus-
band of Susan Warner Abbott, loving 
father of Diane Warner Abbott, Emily 
Hart Abbott and her husband Jonathan 
Betsch, and Amanda Warren Abbott, 
and doting grandfather to Lila Grace 
Abbott Betsch, died of a heart attack in 
his Needham, Massachusetts home on 
March 12. He was 66.

Paul was raised in Needham and 
graduated from Needham High in 1958. 
All the summers of his youth were spent 
as a camper and then counselor at Camp 
Boycroft on Lake Winnipesaukee. He 
attended Bucknell University, belonged 
to Phi Kappa Psi fraternity, was a ROTC 
cadet, and graduated in 1962. 

He moved directly to Fort Benning 
for Airborne training and then to Fort 
Bragg for Ranger Training. He was a 
fi rst Lieutenant in the 82nd Airborne 
Division. Paul and Susan, a Bucknell 
classmate, were married in New Britain, 
Connecticut in 1964. Paul was deployed 
to the Dominican Republic when the 
US sent soldiers there in a police action 

NANCY S. HARDING, 82, of Beech 
Hill Road, died February 25 at Frank-
lin Regional Hospital. She was born in 
Springfi eld on her father’s birthday, the 
daughter of Gustav Adolph and Mildred 
(Varney) vonDreden. 

Nancy grew up in Sunapee and 
graduated from Sunapee High School 
in 1942. She married Wayne G. Hard-
ing soon after and made Andover her 
permanent home. 

In 1953 she became employed for 
Henry P. Callahan, Clerk of Merrimack 
County Superior Court in Concord, with 
whom she spent 20 years and another 13 
years with the court, retiring in 1986.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band of 62 years, Wayne G. Harding, 
who died in 2005, and a son, Shelburne 
Niles Harding, in 1952. 

Members of her surviving family in-
clude two daugthers, Sandra N. Harding 
of Derry and Wendy M. Loveless and 
her husband David of Andover; three 
grandchildren, Shayne Gray and her 
husband Jonathan of Franklin, Court-
ney Harding-Smith of Manchester and 
Nathanael Loveless of Andover; one 
half-sister, Miriam Struthers of Win-
chester; a great granddog, Tymber; and 
several nieces, nephews, and cousins.

A graveside service will be held in 
Proctor Cemetery in the spring. In lieu 

to stabilize that country.
After discharge from the Army, Paul 

joined his uncle in a family business 
which he and Paul’s father started dur-
ing the Depression. Paul’s only sibling, 
John, joined Paul in the company after 
their uncle retired. Under their leader-
ship, Abbott Box Company evolved into 
a high-end corrugated packaging and 
design manufacturing company which 
is now Abbott Action in Canton, Massa-
chusetts and Pawtucket, Rhode Island. 

Within the company, Paul was 
pleased to work with “the guys in the 
shop,” a diverse and talented group 
which often included his daughters in 
the summers. He was especially happy 
that his daughter Diane worked in cus-
tomer service and sales for ten years. 

Paul was proud to be a manufacturer, 
to have the hands-on responsibility of see-
ing the creation of a product from design 
to the end result. He felt lucky to have 
the opportunity to supply jobs to people 
and to teach his daughters and niece and 
nephew about a family business.

He was a family man “par excellence.” 
He loved family holiday dinners and cel-
ebrations and entertaining extended fam-
ily members at the Abbott lake house in 
East Andover and just being there at any 
time of the year with his wife, his iPod, 
and binoculars to see the loons. 

His other interests were wide and 
included a Harley Davidson Heritage 
Soft Tail and cross country trips on it 
with friends; skiing and golfi ng at any 
time; taking cold-working glass classes 
at various art schools.

Paul’s fi rst volunteer activity in Need-
ham was as a chaperone for a ski club at 
the high school and then as a chaperone 
at teen dances. As his family grew, he be-

OBITUARIES
came an aerobics instructor for 13 years 
at the YMCA in their supper- time Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Friday classes. 

Later, Paul was the principle investor 
who acted in a supervisory capacity to 
Simple Syrup Glass Studio in Brockton 
where his daughter Emily and and her 
husband Jon create art glass. In retire-
ment his volunteer time was given to 
the Fuller Craft Museum in Brockton 
and to the Massachusetts College of Art 
in an effort to sustain each institution.

Gifts in his memory may be made 
to the Paul Abbott Fund, Massachusetts 
College of Art Foundation, 621 Hun-
tington Avenue, Boston Massachusetts 
02115. The Fund will recognize the joy 
he brought to all who knew him at the 
college – as a parent, a friend, ambas-
sador, and supporter – through a per-
manent memorial in the college’s new 
Center for Design Innovation. Gifts 
can also be made in Paul’s name to the 
Fuller Craft Museum, 455 Oak Street, 
Brockton Massachusetts 02301.

MARY JANE (LAYMON) LONG-
NECKER, 89, of New London died 
March 15 at her home.

She lived in New London for the 
past eight years, having summered pre-
viously on Little Lake Sunapee in New 
London for over 60 years.

Members of her surviving fam-
ily include her son, David Longnecker 
of Salisbury, and her grandson, Keith 
West of East Andover.

In lieu of fl owers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to Lake Sunapee 
Region Visiting Nurse Association 
Hospice, PO Box 2209, New London 
03257; or to the First Baptist Church, 
PO Box 336, New London 03257.

ANDOVER 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

On the hill, beside the road in East Andover

All members, ministers
John J. Wagner, Pastor

735-5160
Sunday morning worship at 9:30 AM, 

followed by fellowship and refreshments. 
Childcare provided.

Bake Sale at 10:30 AM on the third Sunday of every month 
to benefi t restoration of the Grange Hall. 

Call ahead at 735-5331 to place special orders!

Come as you are! All are welcome!

VNA
Lake Sunapee Region VNA offers comprehensive

Pediatric Care 
• Skilled care of children with acute and chronic illness
• Home safety assessments
• Immunizations 
• Parent-Child support groups
• SIDA follow up care and support
• Newborn postpartum assessment visits 
• Lactation support and education
• Phototherapy treatment for infant jaundice
• Family and caregiver education

603.526.4077

Your Health, Your Home, Our Care

107 Newport Road • New London, NH 03257 
www.lakesunapeevna.org

Did you know?

Lake Sunapee Region VNA

for ages 0-19

• Skilled care of children with acute and chronic illness
• Home safety assessments
• Immunizations
• Parent-Child support groups
• Newborn postpartum assessment visits 
• Lactation support and education
• Phototherapy treatment for infant jaundice
• Family and caregiver education

Debbie MartinDebbie Martin

Providing You 
With Truly 

Professional 
Real Estate 

Services

35 Newport Rd •  New London NH 03257  •  603•526•2471 x230

Formerly Colby Linehan Real Estate


