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By Paul Currier
Master Plan Update Committee

Andover’s rural character is what 
people value most and desire to pre-
serve, but there should be a better bal-
ance of housing options and greater 
options for appropriate businesses and 
industries to locate here. That’s how 
facilitator Charlie French of the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire Coopera-
tive Extension Service summarized an 
evening of focused discussion among 
about 40 Andover residents who turned 
out on May 23 for the Master Plan Vi-
sioning session. 

During the evening, three focus 
groups – 

• Recreation, cultural and natural re-
sources

• Housing, land use, and zoning
• Business, industry, infrastructure, 

and transportation 

Master Plan Vision Meeting 
Looks To Andover’s Future

– each identifi ed the most important 
things that should be included in a vision 
chapter as the core of a new master plan.. 

Maintaining rural character was a 
common theme for all the groups. Here 
are some of the other ideas reported by 
the groups: 

• Maintaining undeveloped, open 
space is important. 

• Proctor Academy is a valuable 
town asset, including recreational 
and cultural opportunities and open 
space. 

• Village centers should allow for 
growth. 

• Lot sizes should be increased in re-
mote parts of town to maintain open 
space, while cluster housing should 
be explored to preserve large blocks 
of open land. 

• Appropriate, affordable housing for 

Charlie French, a consultant from UNH, presents the results of the MPUC’s 
survey of townspeople’s visions for Andover. Photo: Bob Bussey

Do you like to use the town beach at 
Highland Lake? 

How about bringing your rakes and 
shovels on Saturday, June 16, and help-
ing clean up the beach and picnic area. 
Broken limbs and leaves have collected 
over the fall and winter. Lloyd Perreault 

Beach Cleanup Day - June 16
will be on hand with his tractor to carry 
off the debris. 

The old saying, “Many hands make 
light work,” is true. If we get a big crew, 
we should be done in short order. 

If you have any questions, call Lloyd 
or Judy at 735-5493.

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

Last summer, representatives from 
Avitar Associates, under contract to 
the Town, conducted physical inspec-
tions of about a third of the properties 
in Andover. They were looking for ob-
vious discrepancies between what they 
can see on a property and what the tax 
records showed. 

The process continues this summer 
with another third of Andover proper-
ties to be inspected starting later this 
month. If yours is one of the properties 
selected for inspection this year, within 
a couple of weeks you should receive a 
letter letting you know you’ve been se-
lected. In the weeks to follow a repre-
sentative from Avitar, wearing a photo 

Three-Year Cycle Of Appraisal 
Inspections Continues

ID, will visit you requesting informa-
tion about your property. He or she will 
measure the exterior and will inspect 
the interior. The inspection itself will 
not result in a change to your assessed 
property value except to correct errors, 
or if the inspector fi nds changes have 
been made to your property.

All this is in aid of complying with 
a new state law that requires every 
municipality to keep the overall level 
of property value assessments within 
approximately 10% of the actual mar-
ket value of the property. Keeping the 
Town’s assessment database as up-to-
date as possible is the most effi cient and 
economical way to be sure we comply 
with the law and that everyone’s assess-
ment is as fair and accurate as possible.

The Joyful Joeys came to town on the second Wednesday in May, and 
their performance at the Andover Service Club’s meeting that day will long 
be remembered. Gales of laughter rang through the Masonic Hall as the 
troupe of nine members performed their skits to the delight of the audi-
ence. Andover’s own Coco the Clown, otherwise know as Arlyne French 
(center), brought down the house. 

The Joyful Joeys is a clown troupe from Heritage Heights in Concord. 
They came  to Andover to honor their dear friend, Arlyne, and to share the 
joy with her of performing for her club. 
Caption: Diane Rice  Photo: Bob Bussey

By Kate Davidson
Concord Monitor staff
Originally published May 23

[If you didn’t know that Ragged 
Mountain Ski Resort was sold last 
month, see the article about the sale 
on page 3.]

The new owners of Ragged Moun-
tain Resort plan to spend $1.5 million 
to $2 million this year on “massive 
upgrades” to the resort’s snowmaking 
system and on long overdue golf course 
maintenance, the project manager told 
the Danbury Planning Board last night.

Gerald Jackson, one of three part-
ners who purchased the resort, said its 
expansion could last at least 10 years 
and include condominiums, a swim-
ming and tennis club, a fi tness center, a 
children’s adventure center, and expan-
sion of the snowmaking and irrigation 
ponds to allow fi shing or canoeing.

“We need to make it as close to a four-

season destination as possible,” Jackson 
said, but he was careful to say that no 
plans have been fi nalized. “Right now, 
we know very little other than we have 
a lot of work to do,” he said.

The company, Utah-based RMR-
Pacifi c, is in the process of hiring em-
ployees – previous resort employees 
will have to reapply – and is conduct-
ing a national search for a resort gen-
eral manager. Some cosmetic improve-
ments to the lodges are already under 
way to help make the resort look “fresh 
and clean,” Jackson said. The new own-
ers hope to open the golf course by this 
weekend, but golfers should call ahead.

A major study of the course is 
planned, and it will probably need at 
least two years of work “to make it a 
terrifi c golf course,” Jackson said. Ma-
jor renovations, including a redesign of 
some holes, will be put off until at least 

Ragged Ski Area Updates Planned

See Ragged  on page 3

See MPUC  on page 2


