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BECOME A BEACON MEMBER!

 Your Name ______________________________
 Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

 Other Name ______________________________
 Other Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

Seasonal: which months are you at the “other” address?
____________________________________________

Here’s my member donation of $_________ for (check one):

□ Local   □ Seasonal ($25 min)   □ Out of Town ($25 min)   □ Gift Subscr. ($25 min)

Andover Beacon • PO Box 149 • Andover NH 03216 • Thank you!

Beacon Bits

Next Month’s Beacon…
…should be in mailboxes on Friday, 
June 29. Please get all ads, articles, 
etc. to us by Fri., June 15Fri., June 15 at the latest. 
And earlier is always better!earlier is always better!

The Andover Beacon is published monthly by Community Publishing of Andover, Inc., a 
New Hampshire non-profi t corporation. Board of Directors: Steve Darling, Nan Kaplan, 
John Kinney, Chuck Will.
The Beacon is mailed free to all Andover addresses. We ask for a minimum $25 annual 
donation from out-of-town or seasonal subscribers who would like the paper mailed to them. 
We depend on donations from the community for a large part of our operating budget.

Publisher: Charlie Darling
Ad Sales: Connie Powers, Joy Langtry
Member Drawings: Judy Evans
Volunteer Coordinator: Donna Duclos
Beacon Guides: Heidi Terwilliger, Joanie 
Filon, Ray Mitchell, Carmen Bates, 
Doreen Perreault, Shirley Currier, Tracy 
Merriman

Production Assistance: David Powers, 
Karen Holman

Writing, Editing, & Proofreading: Nan 
Kaplan, Kendel Currier, Jeff Goodrich, 
Ann Williams, Anne Hewitt, Margo 

Coolidge, Grace Stetson, Lauretta Phil-
lips, Amanda Gross, Robin Powell

Photography: Bob Bussey
Distribution: Mary Demers, Judy Per-
reault, Don Gross

Special Projects: Mary Anne Broshek, 
Deb Brower, Marilyn Gould
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BEACON MEMBERS WIN!
Each month the Beacon holds a random drawing among its members to 

give away valuable prizes provided by area businesses. Become a member for 
a year, support the Beacon, and join the fun! This month’s winners are:

Andover Pizza Chef Large 2-Topping Pizza Vicky Mishcon
Andover Service Club Cookbook Maryn Barrett
Blackwater Junct. Rest. Gift Certifi cate David & Anne Hewitt
East Andover Marketplace Gift Certifi cate Kathleen Ordway
Jake’s Market and Deli Gift Certifi cate Jeff Goodrich
Kearsarge Magazine 1-Year Subscription Kimberly Laro
MacKenna’s Restaurant Gift Certifi cate Janet Splan
Mary Kay - Sarah Anderson Gift Certifi cate Melissa Newton
New Horizons Hairstylists Hair Care Products Patricia Goneau

Winners – contact the Beacon at 735-5331 to collect your prize.Winners – contact the Beacon at 735-5331 to collect your prize.
Prizes not redeemable for cash.

both seniors and younger people is 
needed. 

• Zoning needs modifi cation to al-
low, and even encourage, business 
and light industry in appropriate lo-
cations.

At its next meeting on Monday, June 
25, at 7 PM at the Town Hall, the Mas-
ter Plan Update Committee will receive 
a full report of the ideas generated at the 
vision meeting, as well as the results of 
the recent town-wide survey. They will 
then begin the task of writing it all 
down in a vision chapter for the new 
master plan. 

Your ideas and opinions about An-
dover's future development are needed 
and welcome. Please come to the meet-
ing on June 25, or you can contact com-
mittee co-chairs Doug Boisvert (735-
5218) or Paul Currier (735-5280).

MPUC  from page 1

In the last issue of the Beacon I 
was amused by the huge contro-

versy created by the state’s proposal 
to eliminate the Potter Place bridge 
along Route 11. Presumably the state 
had determined that the traffi c fl ow 
at the 11/4 intersection is suffi ciently 
low that stop signs could control and 
yet not adversely impact traffi c fl ow 
through the area.

The Potter Place bypass was con-
structed when the railroad was still in 
operation and the primary state concern 
was to eliminate railroad crossings (in 
an era of decreased railroad traffi c). 
When I was a kid and for many years 
after the construction of the Potter Place 
bypass in 1962, Route 4 was a major 
north-south corridor through central 
New Hampshire. With the construction 
of Interstates 89 and 93, the traffi c on 
Route 4 steadily decreased as the driv-
ing public adapted their travel routes to 
include the Interstates.

In the published discussions of 
the state’s plans to eliminate the Pot-
ter Place bridge, it would appear that 
traffi c fl ow on Route 4 especially 
between 1960 and 2007 was not dis-
cussed. I’m surprised! When the state 
proposed a simple stop sign to con-
trol traffi c at the 4/11 intersection, 
the public was incredulous. It was 
the end of the Potter Place environs 
as the audience knew it not only traf-
fi c-wise but environmentally and his-
torically. Nonsense! The interruption 
of the railroad-bed recreation trail by 
unguarded and snow-free highways 
and driveways are rampant in the 
area and a snow-free tunnel is found 
just down the road. But the difference 
from these other interruptions and the 
Potter Place situation is simply that 
the state will pick up the tab and that 
makes all the difference.

The present 4/11 intersection is a 
monstrosity for vehicles traveling south 
along Route 4 from Danbury. If in ad-
dition a driver, strange to the area, will 
not realize that he is fast approaching 
the village of Potter Place and indeed 
must take a sharp left in order to follow 

Letters
the state intended Potter Place bypass.

A rotary at the 4/11 intersection 
would not only simplify the traffi c fl ow 
for vehicles traveling south on Route 4 
but would sharply reduce the likelihood 
of vehicles approaching Potter Place 
village at highway speeds (a desirable 
consequence virtually ignored for all 
these years).
Notes While Shaving

Has anybody noticed the greatly in-
creased frequency of repairs on the Pot-
ter Place bridge in recent years?

Is it only I who fi nds the Potter Place 
bridge somewhat narrow especially at 
night in the winter?

Paul J. Fopiano
Cilleyville

By Charlie Darling
Andover Cable TV Committee

Andover’s Cable TV Advisory 
Committee is working with Comcast 
to renew its franchise agreement with 
the Town. As part of that process, the 
Committee will hold a public hearing 
on Thursday, June 7, at 7 PM at the 
Town Hall to hear how Andover resi-

Public Hearing Set For 
Comcast Franchise Renewal

dents feel about Comcast’s qualifi ca-
tions to be our cable provider.

One or more representatives from 
Comcast will be there, so this is also 
an excellent opportunity to let Comcast 
know how you feel about their products, 
their service, their pricing, or anything 
else you’d like to bring to their atten-
tion. Please plan to attend!

Forty pages! This issue of the Bea-
con is the biggest ever.

If you think it arrives in your mailbox 
every month by magic, you’re wrong – 
every issue is the result of a lot of work 
by your friends and neighbors who vol-
unteer their time to the Beacon.

October will mark three years of 
publishing this latest incarnation of The 
Andover Beacon. We’ve already more 
than quadrupled the number of ads we 
had in the fi rst issue, and we’re getting 
close to doubling the number of pages. 
That’s great for our readers, but it cre-
ates a real challenge for the Beacon 
team (and for me in particular).

My top priority has always been to 
get the Beacon to the point where it’s 
sustainable, with great coverage of 
Andover news, a solid fi nancial situ-
ation, and enough helping hands that 
getting the paper out each month isn’t a 
back-breaking job for anyone.

At this point, I’m comfortable that 
we’ve covered the fi rst two points well. 
But that last point – having enough 
helping hands – is quite frankly moving 
in the wrong direction. Our volunteer 
corps is just not growing fast enough to 
keep pace with the growth in the paper 
itself. Long term, that’s a death sentence 
for the Beacon.

I’ve always envisioned the Beacon as 
a community project. (Remember, it’s 
a non-profi t enterprise whose only goal 
is to serve the people of Andover.) As a 
community we’ve done really well on 
this project so far, but for it to survive 
over the long haul, we have to do bet-
ter. We have to get more people involved 
every month in the writing, editing, pro-
duction, and distribution of the Beacon.

On page 23 you’ll fi nd a few of the 
many ways you can help. Please call me!


