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By Grace Stetson
For the Beacon

Saturday, May 12, was a very pleasant 
evening for me. I wish you could have 
been there (and some of you were). First, 
I attended a very good pot-luck supper at 
the East Andover Grange Hall. With full 
stomachs we went across the parking lot 
to the Andover Congregational Church 
at 7 PM, where they held a variety show. 

I never realized we have so much lo-
cal talent!! The Master of Ceremonies 
of the event was Donald Towle, a retired 
minister and very good musician and 
vocalist. He and Judy Evans planned the 
whole event. Well done, Judy and Don!

Entertainment ran the gamut. There 
was a juggler, Bill Whiteman, who is a 
well-known local musician and Proctor 
teacher. He provided very sophisticated 
sound equipment and brought three 
Proctor students who did several songs 
composed by one of them.

Numerous favorite songs were done 
by groups with some solos and duets 
– the names of which are too numerous 
to mention. Attend the next one and you 
will be as surprised as I was—some 
may be your neighbors. All were good. 
They sang, played violin, electric gui-
tars, drums, piano, and more.

The big success, with a resounding 
standing ovation, was for The Long-
Tailed Monkeys, a group of three 
eight-year-old boys – Tyler Holman on 
the piano, Logan Marcus on the lead 
electric guitar, and Max Barrett on the 
drums. Keith Barrett, Max’s dad, fi lled 
in on bass guitar for Austin Marceau, 
who couldn’t be there. They “wowed” 
the audience! Go to hear them if you get 
the chance. I am sure we will see more 
of them in the future.

For variety there was a recitation 
from memory by Charlie Darling of 
two Robert Frost poems – Two Tramps 
in Mud-Time and Mending Walls. David 
Jewett recited The Old Lady Who Swal-
lowed A Fly (the fastest I ever heard it), 
and Irene Jewett read a long story about 
The Strange Old Lady. It was very well 

Andover’s The Living Stones performed at the Old Time Variety Show to raise 
money for the East Andover Grange Hall Restoration Fund. L-r: Don Towle, Jim 
Connell, Megan Wright, Bruce Thompson, Linda Wickstrom, and Paul Currier.
 Photo: Heather Makechnie

Three-quarters of The Long-Tailed 
Monkeys performed at the Old Time 
Variety Show. Top to bottom: Tyler Hol-
man, Max Barrett, and Logan Marcus. 
Missing: Bassist Austin Marceau.
 Photo: Heather Makechnie

Old Time Variety Show
done, eliciting many laughs.

To entertain us as each group set up, 
Sterrett Sleeper interjected many short 
anecdotes and jokes, as only he can. 
As I said, it was a very pleasant way to 
spend the evening. You had to be there 
to appreciate it!

The supper and variety show were a 
fundraiser to raise money for remodel-
ing the old Grange Hall. It was consid-
ered a success, but many more thou-
sands of dollars are needed, as this is 
a big project to put the hall on a new 
foundation and install a kitchen and a 
bathroom (which it does not have now). 

This hall is one of two meeting 
places in Andover for town clubs and 
private parties and funerals to be held. 
The other is the Masonic Hall in Pot-
ter Place. Both are very old buildings. 
Contributions from everyone are much 
needed. It seems to me this should be a 
town effort and would add a lot to the 
town when done. 

Contributions to the Grange Hall Res-
toration Committee can be sent to Irene 
Jewett, PO Box 36, East Andover 03231.

By Judy Evans
Andover Congregational Church

We recently honored mothers and 
other women on Mother’s Day, and 
now it is time to celebrate Father’s Day. 
Sometimes this holiday doesn’t appear 
to be as important as Mother’s Day, 
but it certainly is, although we may not 
show it. 

Dad is often found grilling in the 
back yard for the family meal, so con-
sider helping out in any way you can to 
make his day special! Let’s also honor 
those men in our lives who may not 
actually be biological fathers, but have 
been and are father fi gures or otherwise 
a positive infl uence to young people.

A group of ten ladies from our 
church was treated to a weekend away 
at a friend’s lovely beach house on Got’s 
Gove in Five Islands, Maine the fi rst 
part of May. This was a wonderful op-
portunity for a retreat including minis-
try, music, and fellowship. We plan to 
continue with women’s ministry and 
if you are interested in participating, 
please let me know.

June brings the close of Sunday 
School. Throughout the summer 
months childcare will be provided dur-
ing the morning worship service. We 
are in need of people to take turns car-
ing for the little ones, so please consider 
helping out with this.

We will have a booth sponsored by 
the church at the Fourth of July festivi-
ties where you can stop by for a free 
refreshing drink of water. Information 
about Alpha, which will be starting up 
in the fall, and other outreach programs 
will be available.

We will continue to have our monthly 
food sales on the third Sunday of the 
month beginning around 10:30. If you 
would like to place special orders, please 
call me at 735-5331. We would like to 
provide homemade baked goods for your 
friends and family this summer!

Andover Congregational Church
Also, keep watch for information as 

the Outreach Committee of our church 
continues to provide opportunities for 
folks in Andover and surrounding areas 
to enjoy good food at pot-luck suppers, 
summer barbeques, and also share tal-
ent for family-friendly entertainment. 

The recent pot-luck supper and va-
riety show were a hit, and you can read 
about this in the article to the left con-
tributed by Grace Stetson. (I would like 
to extend a personal thank-you to Don 
Towle for his being instrumental in 
making this event happen!) 

Proceeds from these events will go 
to help renovate the Grange Hall. If you 
wish to make a donation please send 
your check to Irene Jewett, PO Box 36, 
East Andover 03231.

As always, you are invited to at-
tend Andover Congregational Church, 
known as the church on the hill beside 
the road. Sunday morning worship be-
gins at 9:30 with childcare available. 
Come as you are, and fi nd peace and 
joy as you worship with us. Fellowship 
follows the service so you can visit with 
friends and make new ones!

May God bless you and keep you 
safe as you enjoy the summer months.

For more information on weekly 
events and outreach programs for teens 
and adults, please call the church offi ce 
at 735-5160. In Pastor John’s absence 
during his vacation there will always be 
someone to provide pastoral care.

ANDOVER 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

On the hill, beside the road in East Andover

All members, ministers
John J. Wagner, Pastor

735-5160
Sunday morning worship at 9:30 AM, 

followed by fellowship and refreshments. 
Childcare provided.

Bake Sale at 10:30 AM on the third Sunday of every month 
to benefi t restoration of the Grange Hall. 

Call ahead at 735-5331 to place special orders!

Come as you are! All are welcome!Come as you are! All are welcome!

www.masiello.com

We offer Residential, Commercial, Mortgage, Title,
Insurance and Relocation Services.

Contact
CHARLIE MCCRAVE

today to learn more.

603-286-3010 x115
cell phone 603-568-4195
cmccrave@masiello.com

We just don’t advertise houses... we 
attract the right buyer for your property.

The most comprehensive system
attracting serious buyers to your property, 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
365 days a year.

S u p p o r t  O u r  
A d v e r t i s e r s !

We couldn’t publish the Beacon 
without them. And be sure to 
thank them for advertising!


