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By Mike Silverstein
AE/MS Track and Field Coach

Despite a rainy start to the track and 
fi eld season, the Andover Middle School 
athletes had a great time. Eight of them 
earned the right to compete in the state 
middle school championships.
April 30 
Merrimack Valley Middle School

The AMS boys scored 63 points, 
placing second behind MVMS with 85 
points. The AMS girls place third with 
30 points. MVMS won with 150 points, 
and Hopkinton came in second with 42.

This was an excellent start for the 
Andover track team. The boys made a 
very strong showing, placing a close sec-
ond to the host school, Merrimack Valley. 

The boys dominated the shot put, 
with Zach St. Jacques taking fi rst place 
and Derrick Nowell placing second. 
Josh Bennett placed sixth with a very 
respectable 28 foot throw. Derrick 
Nowell also won the discus event. 

The 1600 was another very strong 
event for the boys. Brendan Coll and 
Andrew Young took second and third 

AE/MS Track Sends Eight To State Championships
place, respectively. Cameron Wood 
placed fi fth. Ricky Dansereau ran a 
very solid 1600 for his fi rst meet. 

Henry Bendel placed fi rst in the long 
jump, third in the hurdles, and second 
in the 100 meters. Norbu Dickinson 
placed sixth in the hurdles. 

Caleb Frantz placed second in the 
200 and fi fth in the 400. Sooki Ver-
cellotti placed fi fth in the triple jump. 
Brendan Coll and Andrew Young 
placed fourth and sixth respectively in 
the 800. Jason Ashburn did excellent 
for his fi rst meet. 

Charles Barry experimented with 
the shot put. Shrief Elmasry tried sev-
eral events at the meet. Cameron Wood 
ran a very respectable 800. 

Tim Grover put on a show, winning 
his heats for the 100 meters and the 400 
meters. The 4 x 400 team (Henry Ben-
del, Norbu Dickinson, Madison Powers, 
and Caleb Frantz) placed fourth in a very 
fast fi eld. Madison Powers jumped very 
well for his fi rst outing at the long jump. 

The Andover 4 x 400 team came in 
third, scoring some very valuable points 

late in the meet. That team was Brendan 
Coll, Andrew Young, Cameron Wood, 
and Sooki Vercellotti.

Many of the girls on the track team 
had to leave early for a softball game, 
so the girls score does not accurately 
refl ect their true abilities. Despite this 
fact, the girls showed they are not to be 
taken lightly. 

Kassie Lamper and Meredith Cline 
took fi rst and third respectively in the 
high jump. Breanna Davis did excellent 
in the hurdles, placing second. Emily 
Bentley and Emily Laro placed fourth 
and sixth respectively in the shot put. 

Emily Bentley placed third in the dis-
cus. Emily Bentley and Breanna Davis 
tied for fi fth in the javelin. Marissa Laro 
or Emily Laro placed second in the 100 
meters. We still do not know which one 
because they only used the last name. 

Marissa Laro, Amelia Gilchrist, 
and Stephanie Croteau had a good fi rst 
outing in some of the throwing events. 
Breanna Davis, Siobhan Reid, Meaghan 
Reid, and Maddy Pfeifer all ran the 
1600 meters. 

Breanna Davis broke the school re-
cord in the 1600, running a 6:44 mile. 
Many of the other girls ran personal 
bests, but all were overshadowed by 
some very talented Merrimack Valley 
runners. First place fi nished in just un-
der six minutes!
May 4
Kearsarge Regional Middle School

Andover won the meet with 69 
points. Kearsarge Regional came in 
second with 62, followed by Weare and 
Henniker. That’s all the information 
they sent.

Kassie Lamper and Meredith took fi rst 
and second place in the high jump. Cam-
eron Wood won the 400 meters. Maddy 
Pfeifer did well in the 200 and 400. 

Henry Bendel placed fi rst or second 
in all his events. Zach St. Jacques and 
Derrick Nowell continued to rule the 
shot put event. Derrick Nowell placed 
well in the discus. Brendan Coll and 
Andrew Young scored points in the 
1600, 800, and 4 x 400. 

In this meet, the team as a whole 

Meredith Cline, an eighth grader at AE/MS, clears the 4' 10" high jump to clinch fi rst place at the Middle School State Championship Meet on May 22 at Win-
nisquam High School. Meredith’s jump also shattered her personal best of 4' 4" and the AE/MS school record of 4' 6". Photos: Don Cline

See Track  on page 30

KayaK CountrYKayaK CountrY
Kayaking on the Blackwater
Guided River Trips include instruction 

and kayak rental 
Tuesdays - Thursdays, 2-5

Sundays are Family Rental Day, 10-3
Check details at KayakCountry.com 

or call 735-5000
Save $10 pp w/copy of this Ad for Mid-Week Tour (offer good through 8/07)

Call 735-5000 to reserve your spot!
Kayak Country • Junction Routes 11 & 4A • Andover
For kayak and canoe prices, visit KayakCountry.com

Clip & Save!
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