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By Ray Mitchell
Beacon staff

Summer is a more relaxing time 
generally. For our libraries it is a time of 
many activities for children and adults. 
The Book Club for adults is on hiatus 
until September, but children’s activi-
ties are fl ourishing. Of course, there is 
the collection of books, magazines, and 
audio resources available for your en-
joyment. See what’s new or explore the 
classics as you relax this summer.

Here is a brief listing of summer ac-
tivities at our libraries:

Reading Program: Children may 
take part in one of the programs. Since 
homework for school is not fi lling those 
quiet hours, we suggest some books to 
entertain and enrich.

The New Hampshire theme for this 
summer’s reading program is “On the 
Road.” Those who participate will have 
fun and ice cream and prizes. See details in 
another article in this issue of the Beacon.

Fourth of July Book Sale: When 
you are wandering among the booths 
at the fl ea market, be sure to stop in at 
the Proctor Chapel. Our libraries have 
gathered book donations during the 

Andover Libraries
year. You are certain to fi nd books that 
will interest every member of the fam-
ily. Proceeds from the sale will support 
library programs.

Cold water and watermelon will also 
be available so you can escape the heat.

Meet Sir Tom of Warwick: On Fri-
day, August 10, at 6:30 PM, the closing 
for our summer reading program will 
be an evening with Sir Tom of Warwick. 
He is the last person to be knighted by 
King Arthur. Sir Tom and his squire 
will show how a suit of armor is worn 
and the use of each part of the knight’s 
equipment, including the famous “Sing-
ing Sword.” Some lucky children will 
have the opportunity to try to draw the 
sword from the stone, become a squire, 
and try on parts of a suit of armor.

This is a Chautauqua program ar-
ranged through the New Hampshire 
Humanities Council. Paul D. Manning 
will appear as Sir Tom and help us to 
re-live the days of chivalry. Our local 
Friends of the Libraries group is spon-
soring his appearance.  

Bring your children and grandchil-
dren for an entertaining and educational 
evening.

By Brandy Collette
Friends of the Libraries

Welcome, fellow travelers! 
Every summer, public libraries 

throughout the country sponsor a free, 
convenient, and fun way to encourage 
children and families to read – the Sum-
mer Reading Program. This summer, li-
braries all across New Hampshire will be 
fueling up for a variety of wonderful free 
programs relating to travel, transporta-
tion, vacations, and the United States. 

Reading Road Trip USA, the 2007 
New Hampshire Summer Reading Pro-
gram, is designed to encourage the habit 
of recreational reading by children and 
their families during the summer vacation 
months. Andover’s libraries have planned 
a number of fun events and programs as 
part of Reading Road Trip USA.

As you are wheeling along this 
summer exploring either around town, 
another state right over the border, or 
some vacation destination faraway, we 
hope you remember to send a postcard 
to the W.A. Bachelder Library in East 
Andover. The children and library pa-
trons will be able to see and read about 
different places around the United 
States (and world) that you are travel-
ing through and track your trip on a 
wall-mounted United States map with 
brightly-colored push pins. 

Be sure to stop by the Bachelder Li-
brary to pick up postcard stamps and 
address labels that Kait Armstrong has 
generously donated to us!

We’ve planned four special events for 
children to enjoy crafts, singing, story 
time, and more at our libraries this sum-
mer. Join us at the Bachelder Library on 

July 24 and August 7 and at the Andover 
Library on July 18 and August 1. We get 
together at 10:30 AM each time.

We’ll wrap up Reading Road Trip 
USA on Wednesday, August 15, with an 
Ice Cream Social at the Andover Public 
Library at 1 PM.

So stop by one of our Andover Librar-
ies to register your child for the Summer 
Reading Program and have a summer fi lled 
with reading fun and traveling adventure!

Summer Reading Fun 
At Andover Libraries

Enjoy Crafts, Singing, Story Time, 
and More at Andover Libraries 

this Summer!
Bachelder Library 
July 24 • August 7

Andover Library
July 18 • August 1

We meet each time at 10:30 AM

Ice Cream Social 
August 15, 1 PM
Andover Library

Franklin Footlight Theatre and Frank-
lin Opera House proudly present the clas-
sic musical The Sound of Music, Rodg-
ers and Hammerstein’s most endearing 
story of the Von Trapp family and Maria 
Rainer, who brings music back into their 
lives. When Maria fi nally realizes that 
her future holds the love of a man and his 
seven children, rather than her intended 
convent, Georg and Maria have to face 
the threat of politics and war.

Footlight brings this magical, heart-
warming story to life on the historic 

Franklin Footlight Theatre 
Stages The Sound Of Music

Franklin Opera House stage from July 
19 through July 29. The show features 
many talented local and area actors in-
cluding Jennifer Simpson as Maria and 
Jack Finley as Captain Von Trapp. The 
show also stars Ashlee Dimond as Liesl 
and Doreen Shepard as Mother Abbess. 

This show promises the beauty and 
talent that Footlight is known for pro-
viding. Please join us in our fourteenth 
season with this timeless classic. 

Tickets are available now at 934-
1901 or FranklinOperaHouse.org.

The 
Sound 

of 
Music

Franklin Footlight Theatre and Franklin Opera House proudly present

Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 

at the Franklin Opera House

July 19 through 29
Tickets $14 - $16. For tickets, call 934-1901 

or visit FranklinOperaHouse.org

Re m i n i s c e !
The Beacon wants to publish your memories of Andover in days gone by. Big 

events or everyday moments, our readers would love to share in your memories.
Call Charlie at 735-6099


