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Nick Eaton is the drummer for 
Mach Turtle, dubbed the “best classic 
rock band in New England” by its own 
Web site. The band members are vet-
erans of the New England music scene 
– professionals who have booked gigs 
throughout the Northeast. They even 
have their own music video, shot on 
Lake Sunapee, for their rendition of 
Bob Dylan’s Tangled Up in Blue.

Then there is Nick Eaton’s other 
band. It’s called Nick’s Other Band – at 
least, that’s what the members of Mach 
Turtle call it. The band members, all in 
their 40s and 50s, work together at Proc-
tor Academy in Andover and, with the 
exception of Nick and two music teach-
ers, none is a seasoned rock musician.

But that hasn’t kept Nick’s Other 
Band from developing a loyal following 
that has swelled over the past fi ve years. 
The band is booking more gigs this 
summer than ever before and is sched-
uled to appear throughout the state be-
fore school starts up again. Their secret 
to success: They only play songs that 
will make people dance. And none of 
them have quit their day jobs.

“I think we had decided a few years 
ago that the important thing was to 
keep it fun,” said rhythm guitarist Phil 
Goodnow, the head of Proctor’s social 
science department. “The more you do 
it, the more it starts to feel like work.”

The band fi rst got together fi ve years 
ago to play at Proctor’s Family Weekend. 
Robbin Bourbeau was teaching bass 
guitar at the school and Keith Barrett 
was the head of the music department. 
Barrett rounded up piano player Chuck 
Will, Proctor’s communications direc-
tor, and French teacher Eric Viandier, a 
harmonica player, to help provide mu-
sic for the weekend festivities. Former 
development director Jay Goulart pro-
vided the lead vocals.

“We sounded great,” Will said. “We 
were kind of surprised by it.”

Goodnow and Nick Eaton, whose 
daughter graduated from Proctor in 2000, 
joined the band shortly thereafter. And 
when Goulart left the school last year, 
Proctor’s head of land use and forestry, 
Dave Pilla, took over on lead vocals.

The group continued practicing to-
gether and learning new tunes. Before 
they knew it, they had a whole set put 
together, mostly covers of blues, South-
ern rock, and classic rock songs.

“We’re on a mission from God,” Pilla 
said, as the others snickered. They were 
gathered on the lodge porch at Bluewater 
Farm in Andover, where they were pre-
paring for a 2½ -hour set at the end-of-
year faculty party. They traded insults, 
secret handshakes, and inside jokes as 
they recounted the band’s history.

“Keith and Nick and I have been in a 
lot of bands for a lot of years,” Bourbeau 

said. “And you play your whole life for a 
situation like this. It’s just all about get-
ting together and having a good time. 
It’s not about money or fame.”

“That was beautiful, man,” Pilla 
said, mocking Bourbeau as he wrapped 
his arms around him.

“Get off me!” Bourbeau shouted.
Although Eaton was the band’s 

namesake, they said Barrett – trained at 
Berklee College of Music – is the cre-
ative drive behind the group. But it’s 
still a team approach.

“I’m the driver, but everyone else has 
a hand on the wheel,” Barrett said.

The band continued playing 
school functions, including reunions, 
fundraisers, and faculty parties, where 
even the most straitlaced teachers have 
been known to croon along with the 
band from a spare microphone. They 
set up two microphones beside the stage 
at every show to encourage potential 
backup singers and live karaoke.

“We thrive on participation,” 
Viandier said.

Nick’s Other Band – or N.O.B., as it’s 
known to its faculty groupies – rehears-
es for a few hours every couple weeks at 
Nick Eaton’s barn in Wilmot. The band 
has gigs booked at least once a month, 
including shows at Snyder’s Tavern and 
the Slopes and Shore Club in New Lon-
don, the Lake Sunapee Bandstand on 
July 4, the Old Friend Tavern in Tilton 
on July 15, and two weddings in July 
and August.

For now, the band is a way for each 
of them to unwind, get together with the 
boys and play music, they said.

“The band defi nitely has a magic to 
it,” Barrett said. “It’s the most fun I’ve 
ever had playing in a band.”

Jennifer Fleming, who teaches 
French literature for the school’s abroad 
program in Provence, said she plans her 
trips to the States around the faculty 
parties just so she can hear N.O.B. play.

“They play songs that we can actu-
ally sing to,” Fleming said. “They invite 
us up on stage; they play dance music, 
music that all ages can dance to.”

Fleming wore her dancing shoes – a 
pair of cowboy boots – to the party at 
Bluewater Farm and made her way to 
the dance fl oor as soon as they burst 
into their fi rst song, “Sweet Home Chi-
cago.” By the time they hit their third 
song, “Mustang Sally,” the dance fl oor 
was packed. Assistant Dean of Students 
Peter Southworth shuffl ed sideways 
across the fl oor to the spare micro-
phone, where he and three other staff 
members picked up the chorus – “Ride, 
Sally, ride!”

N.O.B. is more than just a band, 
Southworth said. They are entertainers.

“You know just how much fun they 
want to have,” he said.

More information about N.O.B. is avail-
able by calling Chuck Will at 735-6213.
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Nick’s Other Band Rocks 
Andover And Beyond

“Why is it that I always have my 
supper in the red dish and my drinking 
water in the yellow dish? 

“One of these days I’m going to have 
my supper in the yellow dish and my 
drinking water in the red dish. Life is 
just too short not to live it up a little,” 
says Laura Cole, a member of Jr. Pro-
ductions, at a rehearsal for their season 
opening show, You’re A Good Man, 
Charlie Brown, presented July 13 and 
14 at Winnisquam High School in 
Tilton.

Never heard of Jr. Productions? 
Well, that’s because it’s a new profes-
sional theater company based out of 
Andover. This group is made up of 
professional actors from across the 
country. The owner and director of Jr. 
Productions, Jason Roy of Andover, is 
excited to bring a new sense of culture 
to the area.

Jason has waited many years to 
be able to start a performance group 
in Andover. He has always felt that 
Andover needs more exposure to the 
performing arts. Jason started working 
on Jr. Productions late last summer and 
could not be happier that a piece of his 
dream will come true this summer.

Jason was born and raised in Andover 
and has always had a love for the per-
forming arts. He was disappointed ev-

Jason Roy Rehearses Three Plays In 
Highland Lake Grange Hall

ery year when he had no local outlet for 
performing, which is why he has decid-
ed to spread the exciting world of the-
ater to the youth of the Andover area. 

This year, students from Andover 
will have the opportunity to perform 
in Annie with the professional actors of 
Jr. Productions. Graham MacDonald, a 
cast member of Jr. Productions, says, “I 
am pumped to work with the youth of 
Andover”.

All rehearsals for Jr. Productions 
will be held at the Highland Lake 
Grange Hall, which is why the cast of 
Jr. Productions has decided to contrib-
ute one dollar of every ticket sold to the 
Highland Lake Grange Hall restoration 
project. 

This season, Jr. Productions will be 
performing You’re A Good Man, Char-
lie Brown on July 13 and 14; Into The 
Woods on August 3 and 4; and Annie on 
August 10 and 11. The times are Friday 
and Saturday nights at 7 PM, with Sat-
urday Matinees at 2 PM. 

All performances are held at Win-
nisquam High School in Tilton, only 
12 miles away from the Highland Lake 
Grange Hall. To reserve your tickets, 
call Jr. Productions at 848-6256 or visit 
164 Main Street in Andover Monday 
through Friday, 4 PM to 6 PM, or Sat-
urdays from 9 AM to 11 AM.

Jr. Productions
Presents Their 2007 Season 

All Performances at Winnisquam High School Tilton NH
************************************************************

July 13&14 at 7:00pm 
July 14 at 2:00pm 

Adults 14.00 
Children & Seniors 12.00 

*************************************************************
August 3 & 4 at 7:00pm 

August 4 at 2:00pm 

Adults 14.00 
Children and Seniors 12.00 

*************************************************************
August 10 & 11at 7:00pm 

August 11 at 2:00pm 

Adults 14.00 
Children and Seniors 12.00 

*************************************************************
To Reserve Your Tickets call 848-6256 or visit 164 Main Street, Andover 
Mon-Fri 4-6 PM, Sat 9-11 AM • Group Rates Available over 10 patrons


