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distributed to students by members of 
the faculty.

Jacob Frost and Henry Bendel ex-
pressed appreciation for the slide show 
put together year after year by Ms. 
Hildebrand and Ms. Connor. This is 
traditionally shared at the completion 
of the evening, and all enjoy watching 
the big screen to view the students as 
they change from babies to toddlers to 
preschoolers to kindergarteners to el-
ementary school students and fi nally to 
middle school graduates.

The graduate address was delivered 
by Dr. Jay Buckey, an astronaut on the 
Space Shuttle Columbia. It is interest-
ing to note that the graduates came to 
kindergarten the same year Jay Buckey 
was orbiting the earth. 

Jay Buckey delivered a meaningful 
speech that was perfect for the occasion. 
He told the students that they can learn 
as much from their failures as they can 
from their successes. He gave examples 

AE/MS  from page 32 from history to support his argument 
and elaborated on his personal disap-
pointment when he was not chosen for 
the fi rst space mission for which he had 
trained. Of course, Jay Buckey eventu-
ally went on to be part of a very suc-
cessful space mission.

Superintendent Michael Martin 
and Andover School Board Member 
(and Mom) Robin Boynton presented 
the students with their certifi cates of 
completion. The graduates were then 
re-introduced as the high school grad-
uating class of 2011 and marched off 
the stage with great enthusiasm and to 
much applause.

Seven of the students will go to 
Proctor Academy, 18 students will go 
to Merrimack Valley High School, and 
one of the students will be moving out 
of the country.

Andover Elementary/Middle School 
will feel the positive impact this class 
had on the school community long after 
the students have gone. This was an ex-
ceptional group.

But yesterday’s graduating class of 
203 endured the noise and dust know-
ing that the school would improve after 
they’d already gone, and Principal Mike 
Jette complimented the students on their 
fl exibility and cheerful attitudes.

“This year would not have gone so 
smoothly if it were not for your patience,” 
he said. “I want to thank each and every 
one of you for putting up with this.”

Students unleashed the usual com-
mencement antics along with some 
new tricks at the ceremony, held on the 
school’s football fi eld yesterday morn-
ing. Teachers smiled while graduates 

batted beach balls to each other, and 
the students clapped each time valedic-
torian Stephen Jewell said “big.” Jewell 
dropped the adjective at least a dozen 
times to describe “chance,” “moral,” 
and “game of cards,” among others.

It took awhile for the parents – and 
some of the clappers – to catch on. So 
Jewell inserted a dramatic pause after 
each “big,” which brought louder claps 
and laughter from the crowd in the 
stands and the grandparents under the 
tents on the fi eld.

Salutatorian Sean Peick advised his 
classmates to share their knowledge, 
whether they know how to program a 
computer or do tricks on a snowboard. 
Improvising on a quote from Marga-
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Jacob Wagner

MVHS  from page 32 ret Fuller, a 19th-century author, Peick 
said, “You have knowledge. Let others 
light their candles at it.”

Class president Katherine Chwas-
ciak told graduates to live for more than 
awards and accomplishments.

“All the degrees, promotions, and fan-
cy cars in the world don’t mean a thing 
if you don’t realize what it takes to get 
them,” she said. “Take this time to appre-
ciate what you have accomplished.”

Of the 203 graduates, 159 were ac-
cepted to two or four-year colleges, and 
fi ve young men plan to join the military.

Parents and friends who stood to 
cheer their graduates had different rea-
sons to celebrate, but they gathered at 
the fi eld to mark a moment the gradu-
ates share and will remember.

Three years ago, Jenna Drouse 
started working as a counselor at 
Camp Spaulding, an overnight camp 
in Penacook that serves children from 
lower-income families and children la-
beled at-risk, said Dawn Thomas, the 
camp director.

Drouse’s patience and enthusiasm 
helped her become a successful mentor, 
Thomas said. Thomas and fi ve other 
employees from the camp attended her 
graduation yesterday.

“She’s just really proved herself,” 
Thomas said.

Next year, Drouse plans to attend 
Unity College in Maine and study ad-
venture therapy, Thomas said.

Angela Ceriello decorated her apart-
ment with her younger sister’s paintings, 
which use layered colors and textures to 
create fl owers and designs. Leah Ceri-
ello, 17, who graduated yesterday, plans 
to attend Montserrat College of Art in 
Beverly, Massachusetts. Angela Ceri-
ello, 20, who studies political science 
and education at Suffolk University, 
said she’s excited to see what her sister 
will do next.

“I cried when I walked in here today, 
I’m so proud,” she said.
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Contemporary Italian CuisineContemporary Italian Cuisine
Dinner Dinner Mon - Sun 5:00Mon - Sun 5:00

Available for Private LuncheonsAvailable for Private Luncheons
Business Functions  Business Functions  .  Catering    Catering  . .  Receptions Receptions

Chef /Owner Giovanni LeopardiChef /Owner Giovanni Leopardi

603.643.8600   603.643.8600   
3 Lebanon Street, Hanover, NH 037553 Lebanon Street, Hanover, NH 03755

www.CarpaccioHanover.comwww.CarpaccioHanover.com

CARPACCIOCARPACCIO
 Ristorante Italiano

Main Street, New London
(Across from the Gazebo)

363 Days A Year To Serve You...
Ice Creams • Ice Cream Cakes 
Yogurts • Sorbets • Brownies & 

Cookies • Gourmet Coffees & Hot 
Chocolates • Cafe au Lait • Latte 
Flavored & Regular Caf & Decaf 

Herb & Regular Bigelow Teas 
Espressos & Cappuccinos

526-9477
Sun-Thur 11:30 to at least 9

Fri & Sat 11:30 to at least 10

A Family Medical Practice - Pediatrics to Geriatrics
276 Newport Road

The Gallery, Suite 107
New London

526-4144 • LifeLongCare.net
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The Friendly Barber Shop
The Ultimate Finish

by Cindy Lamprey
for Men • Women • Children

Franklin, NH Mon-Fri 9-5 • Sat 8-2 934-7530  

Cindy’s b
ack!

 It’s summertime 
and the reading is easy! 

Stop in on a hot day and enjoy our air conditioning 
while you browse for something good.  How about 
one of Charles Todd’s mysteries? His plots are 
always fascinating, and Inspector 
Ian Rutledge is an unusually 
complex and interesting character.

FINE BOOKS   
GOOD MUSIC 253 Main Street, New London  ·  526-5850

OPEN 7 DAYS · Crane Stationery · Cards · Gift Wrap · Puzzles 

Joyce E. Egge
Realtor - NH, ME & VT

EquineHomes.com
JEgge@tds.net

Toll-Free: 800.859.2745
Fax: 603.768.3881

PO Box 170
Danbury NH 03230

mr. steam mr. steam 
&& son  son 
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Carpet & 
Upholstery Cleaning

Ceramic Tile & 
Grout Cleaning

Interior Painting • Cordwood
735-5800 • 526-8368


