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In late May, the Andover Historical Society received a letter from Stone-
Hill Environmental, an organization retained by Verizon Wireless, asking 
whether historically signifi cant properties would be affected by a proposed 
cell tower on the Fulton property on Emery Road in East Andover. The fol-
lowing is from the Historical Society’s reply:

…We feel that this installation would have serious negative effects upon 
a historically signifi cant district.…

The Fulton property is centered in one of the most historic and scenic 
districts of our town. This district, some two square miles in area, stretches 
from below Emery Road on the south to the uplands of Cilley Hill on the 
north. In this district are located the only two working farms left in Andover 
– the Hersey Farm and the Shaw Farm.

The Hersey Farm has become almost an icon of rural landscape scenery 
and tourist appeal. Calendars frequently feature its photogenic scenes. Its 
location, straddling the well-traveled Route 11 at the eastern gateway into 
Andover, provides a succinct and appealing introduction to the town and its 
values, with the farm’s rugged, well-tended pastures and its timeless New 
England farm buildings. The changing seasons produce varying scenes, all 
clearly visible from the highway. In spring the young calves are seen graz-
ing. In summer all the activities of haying can be seen – fi rst mowing, then 
tedding, baling, and hauling to the barn. In the fall the mature cattle are 
seen in the pastures. And in the winter the timber work is apparent –haul-
ing and working with saw logs and cord wood.

This year sees the culmination of a major effort to preserve the Hersey 
Farm for the future. With wide community support and generous individ-
ual fi nancial contributions, a conservation easement has been established 
at a cost of $532,000 that will protect 267 acres of the Hersey Farm for the 
future. The US Department of Agriculture provided a signifi cant grant, 
in recognition of the importance of protecting the identifi ed prime agri-
cultural soils on this farm for our future food production. The Andover 
Conservation Commission also provided funds. But, most signifi cantly, 
many individuals in Andover and nearby locations contributed fi nancially 
to make the project a success. This is dramatic evidence of the importance 
of this district to our community.

The Hersey Farm has also been determined eligible for listing on the 
National Register by the New Hampshire Division of Historic Resources. 
And we are now in the process of expanding the documentation of its his-
toric and agricultural features to have it listed with the US Department of 
Interior as a Historic Agricultural District. This listing as a District will 
provide further protection from inappropriate developments, and also in-
vite further tourist interest.…

The Fulton property directly abuts the Hersey Farm, and provides a 
southern backdrop to the fi elds and meadows of the Hersey Farm as seen 
from Route 11. The presence of a communications tower on the Fulton 
property would be very disruptive to the sylvan scene that is so appealing 
to the residents and tourists that are a part of our economic fabric.

The “unnamed hill” that you reference is actually known locally as The 
Ledges. In earlier times it was a cleared promontory known as Artists’ 
Ledge, with an outstanding view of East Andover village and Highland 
Lake. In the 1850s the locally well-known artist Mary Weston created a 
number of paintings from that vantage point. [There’s a photo of one of 
those paintings on page 22 of this issue of the Beacon.]

For the above reasons, the Andover Historical Society strongly urges 
that the Fulton property not be selected for installation of a communica-
tions tower. …We feel that there are many other sites that are more appro-
priate and less intrusive to Andover’s rural environment.
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