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1) How many years have you lived 
in Andover?

1 to 2 6%
3 to 5 11%
6 to 10 20%
11 to 15 7%
16 to 20 11%
21 to 30 17%
31 to 40 12%
41 to 50 6%
51 to 60 5%
61 and + 4%

2) What do you like most about 
living in Andover? 

Rural atmosphere 61%
Quality of public schools 7%
Proximity to highways 0%
Proximity to employer 4%
Proximity to health facilities 0%
Natural amenities 12%
Cultural amenities 0%
Friendly atmosphere 10%
Other 6%

3) What is your residence status?
Year-round 92%
Seasonal 8%

4) Which of the following three 
categories best describes your 
living situation? 

Homeowner 92%
Renter 2%
Live with family; friend; or signifi -

cant other 3%
Other 4%

5) Please indicate the area of 
Andover in which you live 

West Andover vicinity 24%
Andover Village vicinity 17%
Beech Hill / Bradley Lake vicinity 8%
Plains vicinity 14%
East Andover vicinity 37%

6) Which of the following 
categories describes your age? 

19 years or under 0%
20 to 34 years 7%
35 to 44 years 14%
45 to 54 years 26%
55 to 64 years 26%
65 years or over 26%

Here’s what people wrote in the space 
for comments on the Master Plan Update 
Committee’s survey. The comments have 
been edited for grammar and spelling, 
and a few potentially libelous or slander-
ous comments have been removed. Need-
less to say, the comments refl ect only the 
opinions of the anonymous commenters, 
not those of the Master Plan Update 
Committee nor of the Beacon.
Community Center

• We need a gathering point at the 
center of town. (an old time gazebo) 
somewhere to have concerts, movies, 
and celebrations.

• A community center would be an 
asset to the community of Andover 
as it would take a lot of wear and tear 
off AE/MS. It would be a place for the 
youth to have recreational activities, se-
niors to hold events. It is something that 
would only benefi t us.

• I would like Andover to be more 
involved with a possible community 
center for families to gather. Andover 
needs a small selected zone for com-
mercial and industrial development to 
help offset the residential taxes!
Commercial

• The survey should explain the pros/
cons of various options (without taking 
sides). For example, adding commercial 
uses would provide incremental tax rev-
enues but also may increase traffi c.

• Please have zoning that will pre-
vent any "adult" i.e. "xxx" related activi-
ties/stores from establishing anywhere 
in Andover!

• Need bigger businesses. Need a 
large market (groceries). Something to 
keep people here – community is stag-
nant. Water district should expand to 
include more homes.

• One salvage yard is enough. 
An easy place to put a canoe in the 
Blackwater would be nice. I know it is a 
state-wide problem, but if there is a way 
to make it easier for Andover residents 
to stay in Andover it would be good.

• In favor of light commercial zones. 
Andover is not business friendly.

• Need to expand opportunities for 
commercial/business.

• Commercial and industrial should 
be kept away from residential.

• Commercial and industrial use 
should be permitted in all areas.

• We need local businesses that sup-
port the community so residents do not 
have to travel to other towns to shop. We 
need grocery, convenience, etc. stores.
Growth

• I think the town zoning and plan-
ning board has a very limited focus – 
keeping things the same, denying land 
owners rights, and restricting the devel-
opment of new options.

• We need growth. We need to be 
more progressive in getting new busi-
ness to the area.

• Andover needs to 1 ) retain rural 
character 2) encourage a good mix of 
commercial and light industrial activi-
ties 3) do away with cookie-cutter two-

acre lot size in favor of resource-based 
cluster zoning 4) expand village dis-
tricts in a reasonable way.

• As a member of the younger gener-
ation I would like to see the town grow. 
Without growth the future of the town 
will be grim. We live in a world based 
on technology and if we don't expand 
with the technology then, in 50 years, 
the town will be obsolete. It is also my 
feeling that if we were to expand our 
tax base by letting businesses use our 
town then our property taxes will be 
lowered due to the wider tax base. After 
listening to the Town Meeting this year, 
it is obvious to me that the members of 
this community like to complain about 
property taxes but they don't do any-
thing to resolve the situation.

• We should do our best to discour-
age any further population of the area 
by "families." Families (especially those 
with "special needs" children) place a 
considerable tax burden upon the com-
munity by requiring schooling of their 
children... a burden they seldom (if 
ever) absorb through their own prop-
erty taxes. The fi scal burden is simply 
added on to other property owners 
through continually increasing school 
budget demands. Encourage agricul-
tural use, conservation and maintaining 
our deteriorating open space. Discour-
age new housing other than limited pro-
vision of 50+ (senior) housing. Seniors 
provide tax revenue without the burden 
of school age children and they need an 
affordable, safe place to live.

• Keep growth at sustainable level 
and enforce the integrity of the zones. 
Retain rural character and sense of 
community.
Housing

• Cluster housing (in some form) 
would make it more possible to maintain 
rural appearance and character. Provid-
ing space for multifamily housing is es-
sential to provide space for those who 
cannot afford McMansions. Designat-
ing a space for industrial development 
(with clear restrictions) would make it 
possible for someone to plan develop-
ment. Having to depend upon a special 
exception is too unpredictable and cum-
bersome. There needs to be a provision 
for higher density residential develop-
ment, either by expanding village dis-
tricts or creating a new district.

• Cluster housing on a small lot with 
many acres of common area could be 
a good idea. Cluster housing with sev-
eral houses on small lot with a relatively 
small common area is a bad idea.

• Expand single family homes 
through cluster housing.

• The Master Plan should include a 
renters’ tax to help support the renter's 
share of town supported services i.e., 
schools, fi re protection, etc.
Lakes

• Lakes need to be maintained as 
assets. Bradley Lake Dam should be 
maintained by the town.

• Bradley Lake needs better winter 

treatment. This is just a dead community!
• Access to Highland and Bradley 

Lakes limited due to lack of adequate 
parking.

• Need to restrict number of boaters 
on Highland Lake. We need to provide 
more affordable housing.

• Boat launch at Highland Lake 
needs more/better parking.
Master Plan

• Need to update zoning regulations 
on cell towers and wind farms.

• Some questions need clarifi cation. 
The master plan needs to be in place 
yesterday.

• Without a Master Plan, regulating 
zoning in particular, the rural small-
town nature of Andover will be in peril 
from random growth.

• The Town is fi ne just the way it is 
so leave it alone! Thanks.

• I appreciate the concept and effort to 
plan, in order to proceed wisely, with cau-
tion, and with a view to the long term!
Proctor

• Require Proctor to pay a fair tax.
• Proctor should be treated as any 

other business in town.
Roads

• If the bridge over Route 4 is elimi-
nated, perhaps a traffi c ellipse such as 
the one on 103 in Sunapee would be 
better than an intersection.
Rural Atmosphere

• I moved up here because of An-
dover's rural charm. I know growth is 
inevitable, but I'd like to see it be slow 
in coming and the family farms stay 
in business, for that rural backyard 
feeling.

• Andover still has the small town 
atmosphere where you can know your 
neighbors. This is something the town 
should strive to preserve.

• Andover should try to preserve its 
small town character. There are so few 
left in the area. We have Tilton, Frank-
lin, New London, even Concord for 
commercial properties. Thank you for 
allowing me to express my opinions.

• Have lived in Andover for 20 
years and would like to see it stay as 
it is/as it was, a small New Hampshire 
town.

• Preserve New England Village 
feel. Work to attract more small busi-
ness to the downtown area.

• Conservation of land and agricul-
ture must be priorities.

• The rural atmosphere of Andover 
is its greatest resource. I would like to 
see our community maintain an oasis 
of the simple life. Let people who want 
development move to Franklin.

• Would like to see the town retain 
its small town, rural atmosphere.

• Ridgeline protection needed now. 
Will be too late soon.
Safety

• We need more police coverage. 
Consolidate both fi re departments with 
emergency medical services.

• Andover is spending too much on 
law enforcement.

Schools
• Obtain access to a closer high school.
• We need to do something about the 

school soon. I have no children in AE/
MS. I only have grandchildren. I don't 
want the taxes to rise, but to better the 
school I would pay it if I had to.
Town

• Zoning regulations are not en-
forced. The fence around Lakeview 
Cemetery is a disgrace!

• Transfer station – it's a dump! Go 
to Dunbarton and look at their transfer 
station. They hired a young energetic 
man to run the station and he helped 
turn that place around! This young 
man made it easier to recycle and he 
and his workers were there to help you 
unload your car (most of the time) be-
cause they wanted to show you what 
you could recycle. He changed the lay-
out to make it easier to recycle...even 
with a carport so you didn't get snowed 
on or rained on. 

Master Plan Update Committee Survey: 227 Households …


