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The Hersey Family Farm Alliance 
is pleased to announce that a conserva-
tion easement preserving 267 acres of 
fi elds and forestland of the Hersey Fam-
ily Farm in East Andover was signed on 
August 3. The Hersey Farm is a work-
ing farm and has been owned by the 
same family for more than 100 years. 
The easement will ensure that the farm 
will remain an historical and rural land-
mark for all the citizens of Andover, the 
region, and the state.

The easement is the result of the suc-
cessful collaboration and fundraising 
efforts of the Hersey Family Farm Al-
liance, which consists of the Andover 
Conservation Commission, the Andover 
Historical Society, and the Ausbon Sar-
gent Land Preservation Trust (ASLPT). 
This effort, which combined federal 
grant money with town and private 
contributions, culminated in early De-

cember of 2006 when the Virginia 
Cretella Mars Foundation donated the 
$45,555 needed to complete the project. 
The Foundation was seeking a way to 
make a difference in preserving New 
Hampshire’s unique heritage, and the 
opportunity to be the capstone on the 
Alliance’s fundraising effort was just 
what it was looking for.

For over 60 years Jerry Hersey, or his 
parents, have been farming at the foot 
of Chase Hill in Andover. The value of 
the Hersey Family Farm as an historic 
farm property has recently been evalu-
ated by the New Hampshire Division of 
Historic Resources and was found to be 
eligible for listing on the New Hamp-
shire State Register of Historic Places.

For further information, or if you 
have any questions, please do not hesi-
tate to call the ASLPT offi ce in New 
London at 526-6555.

Hersey Family Farm: 
Easement Papers Signed

Beth McGuinn (r) of Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust helped Jerry 
Hersey (l) fi nd all the places to sign the papers establishing a conservation 
easement on the Hersey Family Farm in East Andover. Photo: Therese Hersey

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

The Highland Lake dam repair proj-
ect should be getting under way during 
the coming month. The engineers have 
fi nished the construction drawings, 
and the Town Offi ce has sold 12 sets of 
construction bid specs ($50 per set) to 
interested bidders. The bids were due 
in the Town Offi ce at 3 PM on August 
30, so by the time you read this the Se-
lectmen will probably have selected the 
construction fi rm for the job.

On September 3, Bryant Adams 
will start to pull stop logs out of the 
dam in order to let Highland Lake be-
gin to drain. Assuming we don’t have 
any unusual rainstorms over the next 
couple of weeks, the lake should be as 
low as it can get by about the middle of 

Maple Street Done, 
Dam Project Begins Soon

September, and work on repairing the 
dam can begin. The goal is to fi nish 
the project before work has to stop for 
the winter.

The project’s goals are to:
• protect the dam by stopping water 

from seeping through it
• increase the outfl ow capacity to 

reduce fl ooding during major rain-
storms

• replace some old stone and concrete 
parts of the structure

To meet these goals, the construction 
fi rm that is chosen will have to:

• reconfi gure the infl ow structure on 
the south side of Maple Street to 
handle more water more safely dur-
ing major rainstorms

• pour a concrete cut-off wall in the 

Road Agent John Thompson (at the controls of the backhoe) and his crew were 
hard at work on Maple Street throughout August. Photo: Charlie Darling

“Deep Cleaning” Planned 
For Town Beach

Lloyd Perreault is planning another 
Town Beach Cleanup Day as soon as 
Highland Lake has been drained for 
the dam repair project. This will proba-
bly be around the middle of September. 

If you use the Town Beach and would 
like to help give it a thorough cleaning, 
including the parts that are usually un-
der water, call Lloyd for details at 735-
5493 once the water gets low.

event in the country. 
This year the stakes are even higher 

for me. My own sister was diagnosed 
with breast cancer on March 30. If you 
are a long-time Andover resident or have 
ties to the community, you may remem-
ber my sister Marg Whedon. She and her 
husband John lived here in town for 13 
years. John is an Andover native, and he 

By Kat Hitchmoth
Sarah’s Soldiers

I know that many of you reading this 
article are already familiar with Sarah’s 
Soldiers and the American Cancer So-
ciety’s Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer walk in Concord. Some of you, 
like me, are even Sarah’s Soldiers team 
members. Our team captain, Andover’s 
own Kimberly Laro, my friend and col-
league, wrote a series of articles last 
year about our team and what it means 
to be able to help fi ght the fi ght against 
this terrible disease. 

We are a team of over 70 strong, 
and we walk for many different rea-
sons, but our namesake was a beautiful 
young woman of 26 when she lost her 
valiant struggle against breast cancer. 
Sarah left behind a young son and hus-
band, two sisters, her mother, father and 
countless others who loved her and her 
spirit for life. Her mother Donna, sev-
eral years later, also lost her own battle 
with breast cancer.

Last year my part was small com-
pared to some in the $430,298 dollars 
raised at Concord’s event. That number, 
by the way, was the highest amount 
raised per capita at any Making Strides 

Black Tie Pink Ribbon Gala 
To Raise Cancer Funds

Marg Whedon was diagnosed early 
and has an excellent prognosis.

See Cancer  on page 23

See Dam  on page 3


