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The bridge preventing an Andover 

family from moving into their new mod-
ular home barely looks like a bridge.

The span of road bordered by guard-
rails spans a small body of water under 
Route 11. It takes a pickup truck about 
three or four seconds to cross. But the 
Department of Transportation has said 
the bridge, and others in the area, are 
not structurally sound enough for a 
crane to cross. As a result, the modular 
home is sitting in two pieces, just feet 
away from the foundation where it was 
supposed to be set yesterday.

“I have plumbers and electricians 
ready to come out starting tomorrow so 
they can complete the house and move 
in, but we can’t do anything until they set 
it on the foundation,” said Don Varnum, 
whose daughter owns the property. “I’ve 
got to appeal, or my kid’s house will sit 
in two pieces in their front yard.”

The bridges in question are labeled 
E-2, a Department of Transportation 
designation that limits the amount of 
weight a bridge can carry based on its 
structural capacity. For a four-axle ve-
hicle like a crane, the limit on a non-
interstate highway is 60,000 pounds, 
or up to 73,000 pounds with a special 
permit. Tom Petraska, the manager of 
Miller Construction, which was hired 
to move the Andover home, said his 
cranes can exceed 100,000 pounds. 
There are about 345 E-2 bridges in the 
state, and Petraska said enforcement of 
the weight limit “makes it hard to do 
business.”

Although the weight limit has been 
in place for years, Petraska said it has 
only been enforced since August 1, the 
day a Minneapolis bridge collapsed 
killing at least 11 people. Since then, 
Petraska said, this is his second permit 
request that was denied; the fi rst was in 
Plainfi eld.

Other companies report similar dif-
fi culties. “I’ve been doing this for 21 
years, and now all of a sudden you’re 
saying we can’t travel,” said Kathy 
Hatfi eld, vice president of Able Crane 
Service in Merrimack, who said the 
fi rst time her permit was denied due 
to bridge weight limits was August 1. 
Her company was hired to lift a bridge 
in Vermont and was denied a permit to 
travel on Route 101 in Keene, a route it 
had taken for years. “We’re frustrated 
because we weren’t notifi ed that the 
state was clamping down,” she said.

The state Department of Transporta-
tion said the crackdown was not a re-
sult of the Minneapolis bridge collapse. 
Mark Kirouac, assistant administrator 
of the highway maintenance bureau, 
said the department started giving more 
thorough reviews to permit applications 
at the beginning of July.

“We became aware there were ve-
hicles crossing posted bridges that 
shouldn’t,” Kirouac said. “So with our 

House Stuck Without A Crane To Lift It
concern for the safety for the driving 
public, we increased scrutiny.”

But whatever the cause, families are 
paying the price. Varnum’s daughter, 
who asked that her name not be used 
for this story, is living in a small mobile 
home and looking forward to upgrad-
ing into the 1,400 square foot, three 
bedroom modular home. Varnum said 
he has e-mailed state and local politi-
cians and appealed to a Department of 
Transportation supervisor.

“Everyone’s doing their job, but it’s 
one of those ‘all right, where do we go 
next?’” Varnum said. “I hope we can 
get around it with the state, and say let’s 
pick the bridge that’s most likely to be 
safest.”

Hank Huntington, CEO of Paragon 
Homes, which shipped the house, said, 
“There was no warning that this was 
coming down the pike. It’s completely 
out of the blue sky.” He said the com-
pany has tried to map alternate routes 
to Andover, but each one had another 
bridge. He had to cancel the crew sched-
uled to prepare the house for the foun-
dation and has not yet been paid fully 
for the $64,000 home.

Huntington said he has sold six other 
houses in Andover in the last two years, 
crossing the same Route 11 bridge. He 
never had a problem until now.

The cranes, which are heavier than 
most bridges’ legal limits, may have 
more diffi culties than other kinds of 
construction trucks, because they need 
to get a route-specifi c permit each time 
they travel. Other types of trucks can 
get seasonal permits. Although the 
weight limits still apply to other trucks, 
enforcement is more diffi cult. “It could 
stop the economy in the state of New 
Hampshire if they enforced it fully,” 
Huntington said.

Sometimes, customers can fi nd ways 
around the bridges by getting town per-
mission to go over town roads. But the 
Department of Transportation said that 
for state bridges, there is little fl exibility. 
“If the bridge doesn’t have suffi cient ca-
pacity, the permit is going to be denied,” 
said Mark Richardson, administrator of 
the bridge design bureau. “What are the 
consequences if we make an exception 
and the bridge collapses when the driv-
er is driving over? It’s irresponsible of 
us to grant a waiver if we truly feel the 
bridge is not sound enough to carry the 
proposed weight.”

Richardson said the state does work 
with contractors to suggest alternate 
routes, and contractors can fi nd other 
solutions, such as dismantling cranes.

But until a solution is found, Varnum 
said he is frustrated. “The house across 
the street and the house next to it are all 
modulars put in by crane. All of a sud-
den, we can’t get a crane on the road,” 
he said. “We had concrete trucks here 
to pour the foundation, and they had to 
cross the bridges. I didn’t see them col-
lapse.”
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NEW 
LISTING!

WILD
MEADOW
FARM
Antique 6 BR 
Cape, Huge 
Barn, Care-
takers Cottage, All Set on 385 Beautiful Acres! 
Private Pond, Fruit Trees, Fields, Woodlands, 
Stonewalls & More. A Rare Opportunity! 

Danbury - $1,800,000

603-526-2955
www.lakesunapee.net

angeli@tds.net
41 Main Street
New London NH 03257

Going Away?
Worried About 

Leaving Your Best Friend?

         Mountain High Kennel
The Camp Dogs Love To Come Back To

Owner on premises • 735-6083

Call

ANDOVER AUTO WRECKING

735-5313

Now PayingNow Paying

$$2525 & UP & UP

For Junk Cars For Junk Cars 

& Trucks& Trucks


