
The Andover Beacon • September 2007 • Page 15

Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

Childhood friends Connie Claussen 
(l) and Jeanne Martin (r) standing in 
front of Cabin #9 at Clausen’s Cabin 
Colony in Andover in 1947. 

Connie is now Connie Ressler and 
Jeanne is now Jeanne Putney, and 
they are still in touch. 

One day, quite by accident, they 
discovered that Jeanne’s daughter 
Melissa and Connie’s daughter-in-
law Cara had been close friends at 
Auburn University and had roomed 
together for a quarter without ever 
realizing the connection.

By Donna Baker-Hartwell
Andover Historical Society

There will be an Open House at the 
Tucker Mountain Schoolhouse on Sun-
day, September 9, from 1 PM to 3 PM

We will offer once again a tour to 
see the Tucker Family Homestead Cel-
lar Hole. See the dug well and hear the 
tragic story of how it became the fi nal 
resting place of a month-old colt.

Also, visitors will also get a chance 
to take an 1860 admissions test for high 
school candidates. This was a test given 
to eighth grade graduates wishing to 
continue their education.

Tucker Mountain SchoolhouseTucker Mountain Schoolhouse
The Historical Society’s museum at 
Potter Place is open for the summer 
Saturdays from 10:30 AM to 3 PM 
and Sundays from 1 to 3 PM. The 
Tucker Mountain Schoolhouse (see 
Ed Hiller’s map below) is open on the 
second Sunday of every month from 
June to October from 1 to 3 PM.

By Janet Schoeler
Kearsarge Magazine

Adapted from the Fall 2007 edition 
of Kearsarge Magazine

They are red, white, and even blue. They 
are the one-room schoolhouses where chil-
dren learned the ABCs in years past.

“Historic schoolhouses preserve the 
reality of what rural education was like 
100 to 150 years ago,” says Ed Hiller, 
research chairman and past president of 
the Andover Historical Society.

These small, one-room schoolhouses 
of yesteryear had desks fastened to the 
fl oor, heat from a woodstove, and teachers 
who often had no education beyond the 
eighth grade. But early schoolhouses rep-
resent a time in history worth saving and 
sharing. “Education has changed in such 
different ways, in structures and methods. 
It’s important for people to know that, yes, 
you could learn in a one-room school-
house,” says Patricia Cutter, president of 
the Andover Historical Society.

In 1919 there were more than 190,000 
one-room schools nationwide. Today, 
estimates range from 400 to 800, with 
most out West. A national group, the 
Country School Association of Amer-
ica, works toward saving remaining 
schoolhouses as well as sharing infor-
mation about early education.

In the Kearsarge area, the Tucker 
Mountain School in East Andover, which 
closed in 1894, found its way into the 21st 
century as a preserved structure because 

Education By CommunityEducation By Community
a local family purchased and maintained 
the building, then donated it to the histor-
ical society in 2004. “It was a wonderful 
thing to pass on,” says Cutter.

Tucker Mountain School, known as 
the “Little Red Schoolhouse,” sits right 
next to a dirt road, surrounded by woods 
and fi elds, and gives you a sense that time 
stopped when it was built circa 1837.

Built for $110 on land donated by 
William Tucker, the school served 10 
farm families living within a mile radi-
us. Each school day, 6 to 10 students of 
all ages sat in heavy wooden plank desks 
that were bolted to the fl oor in the small 
16-by-18 room. The walls were painted 
fl at black to serve as chalkboards; daily 
lessons were written in fi ne penman-
ship. Students brought in fi rewood each 
day from an attached shed for a wood 
stove that kept the building warm.

Unfortunately when the number of 
students dropped to three, the school 
was closed in 1894. It was occasionally 
used as a gathering place for local com-
munity activities, and ownership re-
verted to the heirs of the original owner, 
William Tucker. Madelyn Thompson 
Baker purchased the building in 1972. 
In 2004, Baker, who had carefully pre-
served the building, donated the school 
to Andover Historical Society. Today 
the Tucker Mountain School, listed on 
the National Register of Historic Plac-
es, is the last of 12 Andover schools in 
its original condition.

Welcome One, Welcome All, to the...
Andover Historical Society’s

To help celebrate a quarter century of commitment to the 
preservation of our past, won’t you join us at the Andover Historical So-
ciety’s Railroad Museum and Emons General Store in Potter Place 
on September 23 from 2 PM to 4 PM for an Ice Cream Social? 

• Make a sundae or have an ice-cream cone.
• Browse our collections and visit our caboose - fun for kids of any age!
• Listen to Paul Fenton Jr. read from his book of Andover reminis-

cences, Halfway Up the Hill, at 3 PM, or just chat with him.
• Hear Tales of Early Andover, a medley of taped conversations with 

Paul Fenton Sr., Eliza Buzzell, Albert Hoyt, and Alan Thompson. 
• Watch 1931 footage of the Potter Place train station. See if you 

can identify any faces! 
The Andover Historical Society began in 1982 with a handful 

of people interested in preserving Andover history – buildings, ar-
tifacts, and voices. Your interest and membership help us keep the
                                 past alive. Join us this month! There will be a random drawing 
                      of prizes for new members. The 25th new member to join
  wins a copy of Paul Fenton’s Halfway Up the Hill. 

25TH ANNIVERSARY 25TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION CELEBRATION 

& ICE CREAM SOCIAL& ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Annual Member:   Individual: $10    Family: $15    Donor: $50

Life Member:   $150 (one person)    $200 (couple)    Enclosed is an extra donation of ______

JOIN THE ANDOVER HISTORICAL SOCIETY!

 Your Name ____________________________________
 Address ____________________________________
 City, State, Zip ____________________________________
 Phone or E-mail ____________________________________

 Seasonal Address ____________________________________
 City, State, Zip ____________________________________
 Phone or E-mail ____________________________________
Which months are you at this address? _________________

Andover Historical Society • PO Box 167 • Andover NH 03216 • Thank you!
The Andover Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.

Volunteers are always needed and welcomed. If you would like to participate in the 
work of the Andover Historical Society please indicate your special interest:

 General Volunteer Work
 Fund Raising
 Programs for Meetings
 Clerical Work
 Grounds Maintenance
 Building Maintenance

 Carpentry/Cabinet Work
 Photography
 Public Relations
 Stationmaster (Docent)
 Displays & Exhibits
 Computer Skills 

 Storage Space
 Special Projects
 Provide Exhibition Items
 Other _____________

____________________
____________________


