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Blackwater Grange #152 met on August 
9 in Potter Place with 11 members in atten-
dance. The members donated 10 stuffed 
animals to the Andover Rescue Squad to 
be shared with youngsters that the Rescue 
Squad has to take to the hospital.

Two past State Grange Masters each 
celebrated their 90th birthday recently: 
John Saturley of Chichester and Carl 
Adams of Lebanon.

The Grange members welcomed 
a new member: Dottie Chagnon of 
Wilmot.

Blackwater Grange will meet again 
next month on September 13 at 7:30 PM 
at the Masonic Hall in Potter Place.

Blackwater Grange

By Judy Evans
Andover Congregational Church

Greetings from the folks at Andover 
Congregational Church. We have seen 
quite a few new faces at worship time 
this summer. One couple stopped by on 
their motorcycle a few Sundays ago and 
joined us, which was great!

On August 19 we had a Dessert So-
cial followed by the sharing of gospel 
music. This was a really fun event and 
well attended by people from the sur-
rounding area. It was wonderful to have 
such a variety of music from people of 
all ages including some young people in 
our church and also a great-grandmoth-
er who blessed us with her singing and 
playing her guitar. 

The Dessert Social was also a send-
off for three young men who have been 
very involved in the praise band each 
week. Jeremy Wagner will start his ju-
nior year at Gordon College, and Jacob 
Wagner will begin his fi rst year there. 
Sam Wesley enters the University of 
New Hampshire as a freshman. We will 
miss them each week but know they 
will come back to visit their hometown 

church and participate in music when 
they can.

In September we will begin again 
having monthly bake sales after wor-
ship beginning around 10:30 on the 
third Sunday of every month. Please 
call me at 735-5331 if you would like 
special orders of homemade breads and 
desserts.

The fi rst meeting of the fall Alpha 
course is set for September 18. This 
is an opportunity to enjoy an evening 
meal together at no charge and fi nd out 
what Alpha is all about in an informal 
and friendly setting.

Praise and Worship will be held the 
last Friday of the month beginning at 
7:30 PM. We welcome people from sur-
rounding areas to join us for this infor-
mal time when contemporary Christian 
music is shared.

As always, you are welcome at the 
church on the hill beside the road in 
East Andover, where the Word of God 
is delivered in a very special way. Some 
exciting things are happening which you 
have to experience for yourself! Come 
as you are and expect to see friends you 
know and make new ones at the time 
of refreshments and fellowship follow-
ing the service, which begins at 9:30 
AM. Childcare is available, and Sunday 
School starts on September 9.

For more information on outreach pro-
grams for young people, teens, and adults 
please call Pastor John at 735-5160.

Andover Congregational Church

By Linda Craigie
Andover Congregational Church

During the week of August 13 the 
area around the Andover Congrega-
tional Church and the Grange Hall were 
transformed into the Sea of Galilee dur-
ing the time of Jesus. Children from the 
surrounding area gathered together for 
very lively song and dance and then 
were divided into groups representing 
the twelve tribes of Israel. During their 
tribe time they learned about the Bible 
point of the day. Then it was off to the 
marketplace, the synagogue, or the sea-
side playground. 

At the marketplace they were able 
to visit the baker, the boat builder, the 
sandal maker, the jewelry maker, or the 
rope maker. Each tribe, on a different 
day, could try their hand at one of these 
skills. Much laughter and creativity 
happened at the marketplace. 

If not visiting the marketplace, one 
tribe would visit the synagogue, where 
Pam Brown (playing the part of the 
rabbi’s sister) explained some of the 
customs of the Jewish people and the 
history of each custom. 

One tribe would visit the seaside 
playground and play games, the same 
games children would be playing during 
the time of Jesus. (Some of the games 
did have a modern twist to them). 

Each day of Vacation Bible School 
presented a new theme (a Bible point): 
Jesus chooses us, Jesus teaches us, Je-

Vacation Bible School In East Andover
sus heals us, Jesus protects us, and Jesus 
provides for us. The children witnessed 
a lively skit each day in the marketplace. 
The adults and some of the younger men 
and younger women volunteers became 
the Bible characters; acting out their en-
counters with Jesus from the Bible which 
represented the point of the day. 

All through the week the children 
were anxiously looking for Jesus, be-
cause they were told he was travel-
ing through Galilee. We were always 
watchful for Him! Then on Friday dur-
ing our gathering time Jesus was spot-
ted walking through the marketplace. 
He came to join the children during the 
last gathering; telling them His love for 
them, assuring them He would always 
be with them, and instructing them to 
“Go and tell all the people of all the na-
tions what you have learned here.” 

Jesus was welcomed with hugs from 
a couple of the children, and one child 
presented Jesus with a gift: a necklace 
with Jesus’ name on it! Jesus left the 
group just as peacefully as he arrived 
and continued his journey throughout 
the land. 

On Friday we ended the Vacation 
Bible School with a barbeque enjoyed 
by the children and their parents.

Some of the comments shared dur-
ing the day: 

“My children couldn’t wait to get 
here every morning, they are so excited 
about what they are doing.”

“My son came home the other day 
and dug out his devotional and started 
reading it.”

My blessing came to me as one of the 
tribe leaders, being able to witness the 
children discovering the love of Jesus 
Christ. One child whom I was concerned 
would have trouble focusing on the les-
sons was the one child who listened, 
questioned, and spent the most time 
praying! That was an experience that I 
believe was felt among the many volun-
teers who helped during the week.

The Andover Congregational Church 
will resume Sunday School classes be-
ginning September 9. Please contact 
Amy Wagner at 735-5928 or Linda Crai-
gie at 934-3896 for more information.

Sam Wesley watches as Adam and Kevin Barry, Tim Grover, Josiah Wagner, 
and Alicia Barry try out the boats they made at the boat maker’s shop.
 Photo: Linda Craigie

Let’s Make Strides Against Breast Cancer

Sunday, October 15, 2006
1:00 pm, Memorial Field, Concord, NH

H o p e . P ro g re s s . A n s w e r s.®

Sunday, October 14, 2007

1.800.524.9243

Real Life Security for Real Life Needs
37 Washington Street, Penacook NH  •  100 Main Street, Lancaster NH

CapitolAlarms.com

Capitol Alarm Systems 
is a proud sponsor of the 2007

Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer 

walk in Concord.
To join Sarah’s Soldiers, contact:

Kimberly Laro at 848-3391 or
ConcordStrides@comcast.net

THE 15TH!!!!!
Please have your ad, article, photo, 
letter, etc. to the Beacon by the 15th 

of each month! Or at least let us 
know by then the date it’s coming.
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