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By Charlie Darling
Station Manager, Andover Cable TV

Summer was busy at Andover’s 
community access cable TV station in 
the basement of the Town Hall. Besides 
all the regular work of taping and edit-
ing local meetings and events, schedul-
ing them for broadcast on cable Channel 
8, and keeping the Community Bul-
letin Board up to date, we’ve all been 
involved in helping the station migrate 
into the all-digital future.

At the end of last year we bought 
a “digital media server” (we affec-
tionately call it the B1100) that’s es-
sentially a fast, powerful computer 
with massive hard drives – 1,200 
gigabytes, to be precise, enough to 
store over 500 hours of video. Since 
then, my job as station manager has 
been a blur of cables and network-
ing hardware as I made sure that the 
B1100 could “talk” to our two PCs 
and our two Macs so we could move 
edited programs from anywhere to 
anywhere quickly and easily.

Last month everything began to 
come together, and for the past few 
weeks the B1100 has been broadcasting 

everything you see on Channel 8.
Volunteer Tina Cotton now edits 

most of her videos on both of our Macs. 
We still haven’t fi gured out how to move 
the edited video directly from a Mac to 
the B1100, but we’re working on it. 

Volunteer Marilyn Gould has mas-
tered the B1100’s scheduling interface – 
the third new scheduling interface she’s 
had to learn in her years at the station!

Next up is a re-vamp of the Commu-
nity Bulletin Board to bring it into the 
digital fold. Volunteer Sheree Miller has 
been doing a great job with our slightly 
crankly bulletin board software called 
Scala, so of course we’re going to take 
that away from her and replace it with 
Microsoft Powerpoint. We think the 
result will be a lot more attractive, and 
we should be able to fi nally have music 
while the bulletin board airs.

Besides just keeping up with the 
unstoppable march of technology, 
Channel 8’s jump into the digital fu-
ture has at least one other important 
benefi t for our viewers. As soon as 
we get all the kinks worked out, we 
should be able to take all our digi-
tal programs, including the Commu-
nity Bulletin Board, and make them 
available on the Web. When that 
happens,

• you'll be able to watch Andover vid-
eos from anywhere in the world, as 
long as you can get to a fast Internet 
connection, and

• you'll be able to pick what to watch, 
and when, instead of waiting for the 
video you want to watch to come up 
in the daily schedule.

We're not there yet, but we're pointed 
in the right direction!

If you'd like to see all this technology 
in action, stop down and see us in the 
basement of the Town Hall any Thurs-
day morning after about 10 AM. We 
think this stuff is pretty cool, and we'd 
love to show it to you.

Channel 8 Goes Digital

Volunteer Marilyn Gould gets ready to schedule another week’s program-
ming at Channel 8. The small circle at the top marks the station’s new digital 
media server, which replaces all of the VCRs and DVD players marked by the 
large circle. Photo: Charlie Darling

By Vicky Mishcon
Recycle Committee

A few weeks back, the Town ar-
ranged to have two Planet Aid boxes 
placed at the Transfer Station for the 
collection of clothing, shoes, books, 
and toys. The Recycle Committee was 
alerted to possible problems with the 
organization, and upon further inves-
tigation, it was decided that the Town 
of Andover did not want to continue the 
arrangement with Planet Aid. The Se-
lectmen are having the boxes removed 

from the Transfer Station and other op-
tions for clothing collection are being 
pursued.
Swap Day

The last Swap Day of the season will 
be Saturday, October 13, from 8 AM 
until 2:30 PM. Please do not bring items 
past noon, but please do come to “shop” 
until 2:30. After 2:30, all items not tak-
en will be recycled or thrown away.

Thank you to all the volunteers who 
have helped during this season. The 
perks of volunteering are having the 
fi rst pick of the treasures!
Transfer Station Design Meeting

The Recycle Committee invited 
Don Mauer of the Department of En-
vironmental Services to meet with us 
on September 20. The group toured the 
Transfer Station and discussed facility 
needs, grant possibilities, and design 
options for an improved facility.

It is the goal of the committee to 
plan improvements that can be phased 
in over the next fi ve to 10 years. Some 
of the improvements to be considered 
are a larger capacity trash hopper, more 
storage space for recyclables, and a saf-
er, more effi cient traffi c pattern.

The next regular meeting of the Re-
cycle Committee will be Thursday, Oc-
tober 11, at 7 PM at the Town Hall.

Recycle Committee

By Marj Roy
Town Clerk and Tax Collector

We have applied for and received a 
grant from the New Hampshire Depart-
ment of State and the Vital Records Im-
provement Fund Advisory Committee 
for the preservation of Andover’s vital 
records that date back to the mid-19th 
century. The assessment process was 
completed in May, and we are now be-
ginning the implementation phase of 
the grant. This will include a fi re-resis-
tant archival cabinet for the storage of 
the records, ultraviolet-fi ltering sleeves 
for the fl uorescent lighting, a fi re extin-
guisher containing Dupont FE36 (non-
alkaline) as an extinguishant, as well as 
book conservation and microfi lming of 
some of oldest vital records.

Renewal By Mail
We have had a tremendous response 

to the monthly vehicle registration re-
newal mailers. Please be aware that 
the $2.50 fee is a municipal agent fee 
for processing the state portion of the 
renewal, not a mailing fee. The New 
Hampshire Town Clerks Assoc. has re-
quested that the wording of this section 
of the mailer be changed by the DMV.
Primary Elections

Hopefully, we will have a primary 
election date for next month’s column. 
We will also include information regard-
ing voter registration, party affi liation 
and changes, overseas and armed forces 
registrations, and absentee ballots.

As always, if you have questions for 
us feel free to give us a call at the offi ce.

Andover Town Clerk

the he law aw office ffice 
of of 

jay ay c. . boyntonoynton

9 Johnson Lane, Suite 102
PO Box 395

Andover NH 03216

735-5554 voice
735-5564 fax

BoyntonLawOffi ce@tds.net

SWAP SWAP 
SHOP SHOP 
DAYDAY

will be October 13, 
8 AM to 2:30 PM. Rain 
date: Oct. 20. Reus-
able, working items 
only, please! No up-
holstered furniture, 

tires, windows, doors, 
electronics, or 

porcelain fi xtures. 
Volunteers needed! 

Volunteer Volunteer 
Coordinator Coordinator 
WantedWanted

The Beacon needs a volun-
teer to keep all our wonderful our wonderful 
volunteersvolunteers focused, motivat-

ed, and happy, and to 
manage our on-going 
recruitment efforts.

For more info, call 
Charlie at 735-6099.735-6099.


