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Board Of Selectmen
August 20

Condensed from approved minutes
Present: Chairman Dennis Fenton, Se-

lectmen Roger Godwin and Andrew Gup-
till, Town Administrator Mark Stetson

Under old business, Fenton relayed the 
gist of a conversation that he had recently 
with Pat O’Hagan during which O’Hagan 
told him that he may not be in as much 
of a rush as he may have previously led 
the Board to believe to pursue installing 
a state-approved septic system on town 
owned land across Maple Street from his 
home. Fenton reiterated that such use will 
require town meeting approval.

Stetson told the Board that additional 
requested information has been submit-
ted to the NH DES Wetlands Bureau in 
conjunction with the Town’s application 
for repairs to the Highland Lake Dam. 
The Board authorized Stetson to solicit a 
quote for the length of guardrail specifi ed 
for that project from a local contractor.

Road Agent John Thompson reported 
that the Maple Street drainage project is 
nearly complete. He told the Board that 
work remaining includes approximately 
one half day to fi nish spreading loam on 
the shoulders, and to restore the area on the 
Clendenen property to the condition that it 
was in prior to the town stockpiling mate-
rials there. Also left to be completed is re-
placing the pavement that was removed to 
install the new pipe. Thompson is awaiting 
quotes from several paving contractors.

The Board then met with Leslie 

(whose last name she refused to disclose), 
representing Alfred Riccitelli who owns 
property at 36 Maple Street. She relayed 
Mr. Riccitelli’s concerns about the eleva-
tion of his lawn, especially back away 
from the road and adjacent to the proper-
ty at 40 Maple Street. Riccitelli claims his 
lawn has sunk lower over the years due to 
fl oodwaters ponding there and also due to 
efforts by the fi re department to pump out 
the fl ooded basement at 40 Maple Street. 
Mr. Riccitelli’s representative presented a 
photograph she identifi ed as being taken 
when Riccitelli purchased the property, 
which she claimed demonstrates where 
the lawn elevation was at that time. 

There was much discussion regarding 
the sources and path taken by storm wa-
ter during recent fl oods. Mr. Riccitelli’s 
representative requested that the Town 
bring in fi ll to elevate the aforementioned 
area of Mr. Riccitelli’s lawn. The Board 
decided the Town could not honor that 
request as it appears Mother Nature is re-
sponsible and not the Town. Mr. Riccitel-
li’s representative then left the meeting.

Peter Zak told the Board he is pleased 
with the Road Agent’s work to install the 
new drainage system on Maple Street.

The Board then reviewed the status of 
the highway department budget. Thomp-
son told the Board that the over-expendi-
ture on the Maple Street drainage proj-
ect resulted from several variable items 
taking longer and necessitating more 
materials to accomplish. One example 
was that he planned to reuse the earthen 
material excavated from the roadway, 

however, that material was found to be 
unsuitable and crushed gravel from the 
Transfer Station had to be hauled in. Be-
cause there are few unknowns, Thomp-
son told the Board that he is comfortable 
completing the Elbow Pond Road project 
within the $40,000 budget.

The Board then met with Police Chief 
Glenn Laramie who told the Board that 
the number of calls for the previous 30-
day period was 187, a slight decrease 
from a similar timeframe last year. He 
attributed some of the decrease to di-
rected patrol. He told the Board that Ser-
geant Mahoney is currently enrolled in 
fi rearms instructor training at the police 
academy. Laramie also told the Board 
that he plans to request funds in 2008 
to purchase tasers for each offi cer. He 
told the Board that the departments that 
have been using them for a while report 
fewer injuries to offi cers and to the indi-
viduals being arrested and that the tasers 
pretty much eliminate the use of night-
sticks. The Board suggested a separate 
line in the budget for that item would be 
the most appropriate means to bring the 
subject to the voters’ attention.

Back under old business, Stetson re-
ported that the New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Transportation is still working 
with the owner of the East Andover Post 
Offi ce property to satisfy conditions of the 
state-issued access permit. Fenton report-
ed that there was recently a minor accident 
at that location involving a trailer and one 
of the rocks lining the egress points.

Under new business, the Board 

signed a cease and desist order putting a 
stop to a camping trailer at 777 Raccoon 
Hill Road being used as a dwelling.

The Board asked Stetson to investi-
gate a complaint that there is a fi rewood 
processing business being operated on 
property on Switch Road in violation of 
the Town’s zoning and planning laws.

The Board ratifi ed a decision made 
by a Board approximately 30 years ago 
prohibiting open fi res and overnight 
camping on the island on Highland 
Lake. New signs will be ordered.

Stetson reviewed with the Board the 
status of the Town’s budget and the fact 
that it’s likely that the actual expendi-
tures will exceed the budgeted amount. 
There is an accommodation for such a 
scenario in state law that requires that 
the selectmen, with the consent of the 
Budget Committee, request approval 
from the commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Revenue Administration. The 
Board must identify a revenue source to 
cover the difference between the voted 
appropriation and the actual expendi-
ture, which in this case will be the un-
reserved fund balance (surplus).

The Board decided to put its wishes 
regarding the lake draw down schedule 
in writing to Bryant Adams.

Godwin told the Board that the negoti-
ating team working on behalf of the Town 
with Comcast is nearing agreement to re-
new the cable TV franchise agreement.

The Board entered non-public ses-
sion to discuss two welfare cases. 
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Fee Schedule
First Flue $80
Additional Flues $60 each
Fireplaces Add $40 each

Going Away?
Worried About 

Leaving Your Best Friend?

         Mountain High Kennel
The Camp Dogs Love To Come Back To

Owner on premises • 735-6083

Call

Country Pine Furniture
CUSTOM-MADE FURNITURE & GIFTSCUSTOM-MADE FURNITURE & GIFTS

Route 11 & Pancake Rd 
Andover • Open 7 Days (603) 735-5778
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ANDOVER AUTO WRECKING
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For All Your 
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Worker’s Comp
Estate Bonding
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the Contractor

the Artisan

325 Central Street • Franklin NH 03235
Bus.: 603-934-3717 • Fax: 603-934-7227 • Prescott@DavisTowle.com


