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Paul Johnson, a professor at the University of New Hampshire, came to 
AE/MS on September 17 to share his traveling bug zoo with fi rst through 
fourth graders. Set up in the library, Mr. Johnson let children explore cave 
roaches and hissing roaches, a giant millipede (pictured here with a de-
lighted Betsy Abrahamson), a tarantula, and interesting facts about life as 
an arthropod (joint footed) animal.  The kids loved it!
  Photo and caption: Gretchen Hildebrand

Mr. Murphy explains the principle of measuring the volume of an irregularly-
shaped object by measuring the volume of the water it displaces, while sixth-
grader Jake Hubbard prepares to be the “object.”  Photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

laer Polytechnic Institute in Computer 
and Systems Engineering. I’ve done lots 
of work with micro controllers (as the 
Lego NXT platform is) and am looking 
forward to helping the team learn how 
to work with them. The other coach is 
Charlie Darling, publisher of this news-
paper. Charlie has been a computer 
programmer for over 30 years and has 
many years of experience in technical 
writing, editing, and publishing.

An important aspect of the competi-

Robot  from page 32 tion is our presentation to the Andover 
community regarding the energy use of 
a particular building in town. I would 
hope that the people that manage such 
buildings (the children will choose one 
at one of our meetings) will help them 
work through the details that they will 
need to be successful in this challenge. 
We will determine how we will present 
to the community at one of our fi rst few 
meetings.

I look forward to working with the 
children for this, our rookie season, and 
for future challenges ahead.
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Outing Club, Destination Imagination, 
Andover One Wheelers, Recreation 
Program Basketball, and the Ragged 
Mountain Ski/Snowboard Program. To 
fi nd out how your organization can be 
represented, call Brenda Lance. 
Life Skills Bread Baking

Students in grades four through 
eight will have a chance to bake bread 
at the end of October. Baking is a great 
hands-on way for kids to learn math, 
science, and cultural traditions, all 
while having fun. Through the King 
Arthur Flour Life Skills Bread Baking 
Program, King Arthur Flour has taught 
more than 60,000 school children how 
to bake bread. In turn, they’ve shared 
this bread with shelters for the homeless 
and local food kitchens. 

King Arthur Flour will provide the 
Life Skills Bread Baking Program free 
of charge. The assembly is a fun com-
bination of baking science, technique, 
and bread-making know-how. Students 
will be provided everything necessary 
for making two loaves of bread at home: 
all-purpose and white whole wheat fl our, 
yeast, a recipe booklet, and even bread 
bags and twist ties. Students keep one 
loaf to enjoy at home and bring the other 
back to school to donate to a community 
organization chosen by the school. If 
there are any community members who 
have suggestions of where we can donate 
bread loaves, please give me a call.
NECAP Tests

New England Common Assess-
ment Program (NECAP) assessments 
of reading, mathematics, and writing 
skills are conducted during the fi rst 
three weeks of October with students in 
grades three through eight. During the 
last three weeks of May 2008, students 
in grades four and eight will participate 
in the NECAP science assessments.

NECAP tests measure your child’s 
progress in meeting New Hampshire’s 
Grade Level Expectations, or GLEs. 
The GLEs defi ne the knowledge and 
skills a student should have mastered 
by the end of the prior school year. Test 
results in reading, mathematics, and 
writing will be available at the end of 
January 2008.

Scores are only as meaningful as the 
effort students put into the tests. En-
courage your child to take the tests seri-
ously and to give his or her best effort. 
You can best help your child prepare for 
the assessment by making sure that she 

or he is rested on test days. And, as with 
every day, it is critical that students have 
a good breakfast.

New lunch director Joanne Young 
has been a big hit with students. She 
is environmentally conscious and has 
greatly reduced the use of styrofoam. 
Anything that can be recycled is re-
cycled. In addition, students are trying 
new vegetable dishes and liking them! 
Community donations of fresh fruits 
and vegetables have defi nitely enhanced 
the menu. Menu suggestions for a lim-
ited budget are always welcome!
Magazine Drive

October 10 will be the kick-off as-
sembly for our annual magazine drive. 
Although I hate solicitation as much as 
anyone else, the magazine drive does 
generate lots of funding for fi eld trips, 
SHARE Day, and other educational 
projects we wouldn’t otherwise afford. 
We always caution our students against 
going door-to-door selling magazines. 
At this point, subscription renewals are 
becoming the bulk of the sales.

The Rail Trail is going to be a busy 
place on October 3. It is National Walk 
to School Day and students and staff 
members will be out walking.

Everyone loves games! Think about 
coming to AE/MS on October 25 for 
Math Night. There will be number 
games and raffl es to interest everyone.
Veterans Day

Veterans Day will again be a com-
munity celebration. Mark your calen-
dars now for the morning of November 
7. All Andover veterans and/or their 
families are invited to join us as stu-
dents share thanks and appreciation. It 
is one of our favorite days at AE/MS.

PLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Brian J. Prescott, V.M.D.
Kristi Gaff, D.V.M.

Elkins, New Hampshire 03233
603 526-6976

Dee Ganley, award-winning author 
and dog behavior consultant
735-5543 or DeesDogs.com
Private consultations available. 

Aggression issues are my specialty.
Tue & Wed evening classes in E Andover.


