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This Weekend
Ragged Mountain Resort Job Fair, Saturday, November 3, 9 AM to 

noon at the resort in Danbury.
Andover One Wheelers Italian Extravaganza Supper, November 3, 5 

PM to 7 PM at AE/MS. Proceeds benefi t the team’s trip to Phoenix later this 
year. Details on page 34.

Highland Lake Grange Hall Restoration Committee Old Time Vari-
ety Show and Supper, Saturday, November 3. Details on page 18.

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff
Highland Lake Dam

Workers from Alvin J. Colman and 
Son, Inc. of Conway have been hard at 
work all month on repairs to the Highland 
Lake Dam at Maple Street and Channel 
Road. Maple Street is closed, and will 
remain closed until the work is fi nished 
(hopefully before the ground freezes).

Crews have dug long, deep holes 
down to bedrock on either side of the 
spillway intake structure and stacked 
huge concrete blocks in them to keep 
them from collapsing. In one hole 
they’ve poured a 15' to 16' tall cut-off 
wall that will keep water from seeping 
through the repaired dam. In the other 
they’ve poured the footing for the cutoff 
wall and are preparing to pour the wall 
itself as the Beacon goes to press.

Once the cut-off walls are fi nished 
they’ll start preparing for the arrival of 
the big box culvert that will take the wa-
ter from the intake spillway and carry 

it under Maple Street to Sucker Brook. 
While they work on that, they’ll also 
be working on a plan to deal with the 
one surprise they’ve uncovered so far 
– the input spillway isn’t tied directly 
to bedrock. The earth and rubble that 
supports the spillway could become a 
new source of problems once the cut-
off walls have sealed up the rest of the 
dam, so the contractor and engineers 
are looking for the best way to seal the 
spillway to the bedrock.
Elbow Pond Road

Road Agent John Thompson and his 
crew have created the two new chan-
nels for Mountain Brook to fl ow under 
Elbow Pond Road and lined the sides of 
each with large concrete blocks. In the 
next few weeks they are expecting to 
receive the concrete slabs that will span 
each channel to create a new road bed. 
With those in place and covered with 
suitable road material, the project will 
just need guard rails and the road can 
be opened again.

Major Repair Work Underway 
On Highland Lake Dam

The fi rst cutoff wall has been poured in the Highland Lake dam. The spillway 
intake structure is at the top. The lake is to the right, and Maple Street is to 
the left. For more photos, visit AndoverBeacon.com. Photo: Charlie Darling

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

Expect to see your annual property tax 
bill in your mailbox around the middle 
of the month. For two-thirds of the town, 
there should be no surprises in the bill. 
But a third of the town may see a change 
(up or down) in their assessment.

As part of the Town’s on-going ef-
forts to keep its database up to date, the 
Selectmen contracted with Avitar As-
sociates to inspect a random third of the 
properties this year to verify the accu-
racy of the Town’s data on those prop-

Tax Bills To Arrive In Mid-November
erties. The property owners were con-
tacted by mail in early May, and Avitar 
representatives made their rounds in 
late May and early June.

Town Administrator Mark Stetson 
says that most of the discrepancies 
Avitar found were small, usually in-
volving a new outbuilding appearing 
or an old outbuilding disappearing, or 
a mistaken dimension on an existing 
building. These kind of changes usually 
raise or lower a property’s assessment 
by a relatively small amount.

By Kat Hitchmoth
Making Strides Committee

To walk a mile in someone’s shoes 
helps one gain insight into what their 
life might be like. How about walking 
fi ve miles side-by-side with someone 
battling breast cancer? Or sharing a 
fi ve-mile walk with a breast cancer sur-
vivor? That is what over 4,200 of us did 
at this year’s Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer Walk on October 14.

In those fi ve miles, and during many 
moments throughout the day, personal 
stories, hopes, and dreams were shared. 
Taking journeys through triumphant 
successes and some tearful memories, 
we gathered to celebrate the hope of a 
common belief – a belief that there will 
one day be a cure for breast cancer.

At the end of the day we celebrated a 
new record-breaking total of $492,616 
raised to fund the fi ght against breast can-
cer. That is over $62,000 more than last 
year’s total. With each step we take, we 
know we are that much closer to our goal.

As of October 26, the total had 
grown to $506,322 – over half a million 
dollars! Add to that the results in Dover, 

Exeter, Laconia, Manchester, Nashua, 
North Conway, and Peterborough, and 
New Hampshire’s nearly 16,000 walk-
ers raised over $1.83 million to fi ght 
breast cancer.
A Positive Experience

As a member of the Making Strides 
Committee for the Greater Concord 

Cancer Walk Tops $500K

 Photo: John Whedon

See Strides  on page 22

See Tax Bills  on page 2


