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Get Ready To Vote In 2008!
By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

The presidential primary elections 
are coming up (but the date is still un-
certain).

If you’re not registered to vote, it’s 
quick and easy. If you’ll be out of town 
or homebound on primary day, casting 
an absentee vote is also easy. There’s no 
excuse not to vote.

The information below is taken al-
most verbatim from the New Hamp-
shire Secretary of State’s Election Di-
vision Web site. The easiest way to get 
there is via the Voting In NH link at 
AndoverBeacon.com.

For more information about regis-
tering or voting, contact Marj Roy, our 
Town Clerk, at 735-5332.
Who Can Register

New Hampshire residents who will 
be 18 years of age or older on election 
day, and a United States Citizen, may 
register with the town or city clerk 
where they live up to 10 days before any 
election. You may also register on elec-
tion day at the polling place. The Town 
Clerk’s offi ce can inform voters of what 
proof of qualifi cation they should bring 
to register.

There is no minimum period of time 
you are required to have lived in the 
state before being allowed to register. 
You may register as soon as you move 
into your new community.
How To Register

Apply to your Town Clerk’s offi ce. 
You will be required to fi ll out a stan-
dard voter registration form and will be 
required to show proof of age, citizen-
ship, and domicile.

Qualifi ed individuals may also reg-
ister to vote at the polling place on Elec-
tion Day at all elections. You will be 
asked to show proof of age, citizenship, 
and domicile.

Absentee Registration
If you meet the state’s voter require-

ments and qualifi cations and are unable 
to register in person because of physical 
disability, religious beliefs, military ser-
vice, or because of temporary absence, 
you may register by mail. You should 
request an absentee voter registration 
affi davit and a standard voter registra-
tion form from your town clerk.

The absentee voter registration affi -
davit must be witnessed and then both 
the affi davit and the voter registration 
form are to be returned to your Town 
Clerk.
Absentee Ballots

In New Hampshire, voting by mail 
with an absentee ballot is limited to a 
person who is:

• Unable to vote in person because 
they cannot appear in public on 
election day because of their ob-
servance of a religious commit-
ment, or is

• Unable to vote in person by reason 
of physical disability, or

• Planning to be absent from the town 
where they are eligible to vote on 
the day of the election.

If you meet any one of those three 
requirements, then an absentee ballot is 
available from your Town Clerk 30 days 
prior to an election. Submit a request in 
writing to:

Marj Roy
Town Clerk
PO Box 61
Andover NH 03216

Your request must include your 
name, local address, mailing address (if 
different), and your signature.

Town clerks may accept completed 
absentee ballots submitted in person 
until 5 PM the day before an election or 
until 5 PM on election day if received 
through the mail.

The Andover Budget Commit-
tee had its fi rst meeting last month to 
prepare for assembling the budgets to 
be recommended for 2008. The Com-
mittee has announced its schedule of 
Wednesday meetings with the various 
Andover governmental organizations. 
The schedule culminates on January 9 
and 16 with public hearings on the pro-
posed budgets.

• November 7: Andover Fire Pre-
cinct, East Andover Fire Precinct, 
Andover Village District

• November 14: Total Town Budget
• November 28: Andover Police De-

partment, Town Highway Depart-
ment, Town Transfer Station, Other 

Budget Committee Meetings Set
Town Departments

• December 5: School Budget
• December 19: School Budget (if 

needed)
• January 2: Total Town Budget (if 

needed)
• January 9: Public Hearing on the 

School Budget
• January 16: Public Hearings on bud-

gets for East Andover Fire Precinct, 
Andover Fire Precinct, Andover 
Village District, and the Andover 
Town Budget

• Thursday, January 17: Final Meet-
ing (if needed)

All meetings are in the Meeting 
Room in the Town Offi ce at 7 PM.

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

With Andy Guptill having decided 
not to run for selectman in March, the 
community is in need of candidates for 
the position. Last month in the Beacon 
the selectmen wrote that you don’t need 
any specifi c knowledge or experience 
to be a good candidate for selectman, 
though they emphasized a number of 
helpful personal traits like being a good 
listener and being willing to study legal 
and engineering documents.

The mechanics of becoming a can-
didate for the offi ce are very straight-
forward – show up at the Town Clerk’s 
offi ce between Wednesday, January 
23, 2008 and Friday, February 1, 2008 
to fi ll out a simple fi ling form and pay 
your $1 fi ling fee.

If you are elected to the position, 
here’s what you can expect:

• A $1,500 annual salary, paid semi-
annually in June and December

• Spending two Mondays a month 

(the fi rst and the third) in the Board 
of Selectmen's meeting in the meet-
ing room at the Town Hall. Each 
meeting lasts about two hours.

• Spending about an hour a week, at 
your convenience, in the Town Of-
fi ce reviewing correspondence and 
catching up on news

• Spending about two hours a week 
at home reading documents, etc. to 
prepare for Board meetings

• An ex offi cio assignment to sit on 
either the Planning Board or the 
Budget Committee, which means 
attending their meetings and keep-
ing abreast of their issues

• Protection under the Town's liabil-
ity policy as you perform your du-
ties as selectman

If you have questions about being 
a selectman, ask one! You can catch 
them the fi rst and third Mondays of the 
month at 7 PM at the Town Hall, or call 
the Town Offi ce at 735-5332 to arrange 
for a private conversation.

How To Run For Selectman

735-5232
Marceau & Sons Trucking LLC
Asphalt Paving & Sitework

East Andover NH 03231

SNOW PLOWINGSNOW PLOWING
Plowing & Sanding
Asphalt Paving
Bluestone / Hardpack 

• Driveways
• Parking Lots 
• Walkways
• Patchwork

Free Estimates
Fully Insured
Residential & Commercial

Near Rail Trail! 4 BR, 2.5 BA, great gardens • Andover • $299,900
STACEY VIANDIER • Coldwell Banker Milestone Real Estate • 526-4116 • www.CBMilestone.com

23 Switch Road23 Switch Road

MacKENNA’S
R E S TAU R A N T

New London Shopping Center
526-9511

Monday - Tuesday: 7 AM to 2:30 PM
Wednesday - Saturday: 7 AM to 8 PM

Sunday: 8 AM to 2 PM

mr. steam mr. steam 
&& son  son 
servicesservices

Carpet & 
Upholstery Cleaning

Tile & Grout Cleaning
Complete Building Maintenance
Interior Painting • Cordwood

735-5800 • 526-8368


