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The old Highland Lake Grange sign was found under the building. It was bare-
ly legible, but George Kidder has recently restored it.  Photo: Pat Cutter

By Lauretta Phillips
Beacon staff

When you drive by the Highland 
Lake Grange Hall in East Andover, you 
will see some big equipment and lots of 
mounds of dirt. Looked to me like work 
was progressing on the Grange Hall 
renovation project, so I stopped by to 
see what was happening.

I talked with contractor Steve Fi-
fi eld from Canterbury, owner of Fifi eld 
Building Restoration and Relocation. I 
was happy to see the work was moving 
right along and looking good. The de-
tail of their work is something to watch. 
Steve said he has been restoring old 
buildings for a long time and seems to 
really like what he does.

We discussed what was involved 
in moving and restoring old barns and 
meeting halls. How you had to take 
it down carefully piece by piece, and 
mark it all to put it back up the way it 
was. Sometimes you even have to use 
recycled old wood or stone to replace 
some missing or damaged piece. I said 
something like, “That must be hard 
work,” and his response was “No, you 
just have to be careful and watch what 
you’re doing. Get the work done.”

He talked about some of the barns he 
has moved and said he could tell if a barn 
or old building had been moved or fi xed 
previously, how many times, and the 
quality of the workmanship. He could 
see whether the worker really liked what 
he was doing or if it was just something 
he had to hurry and get done. Steve Fi-

fi eld appears to like what he is doing.
The Highland Lake Grange Hall is 

on the National Historic Register, along 
with the East Andover Congregational 
Church and the old school house just up 
the hill. In recent years, the Congrega-
tional Church has had a facelift inside 
and out and the much-needed repair 
of the steeple. Last fall they re-did the 
foundation and playground of the school 
house, and now it is the Grange Hall’s 
turn. When I talked with David Jewett 
about it earlier, he said, “We would like 
to see it again become a viable part of 
the community.”

The work seems to be going well and, 
weather permiting, Steve said he should 
be done with the basement and founda-
tion work in about a week and a half. I was 
amazed at the detail. He has incorporated 
some large granite pieces along with the 
original stone work, and they all fi t like 
a jigsaw puzzle. The basement has been 
dug out under the back side of the build-
ing, and the sills are all being replaced.

It will be interesting to see what hap-
pens next on this much-needed project. 
Perhaps it won’t be long before there are 
lots of community functions going on 
in this wonderful old building.

According to Don Gould, the High-
land Lake Grange Hall restoration proj-
ect is still seeking funds to continue the 
renovations. This portion will just cover 
the foundation and sill work.

Contact Irene Jewett at PO Box 36, 
East Andover 03231 for more information 
or to help out with this worthy project.

HIGHLAND LAKE GRANGE HALL

By Grace Stetson
Andover Historical Society

The Andover Historical Society held 
its annual meeting on October 24 in 
the AE/MS gym. The members unani-
mously elected the slate of offi cers and 
trustees presented by the nominating 
committee for the 2007-2008 term. 
They also amended the Society’s con-
stitution to allow the president to serve 
more than two consecutive years. 

After this brief business meeting, 
Dr. Jim Atkinson, author and former 
English professor at Dartmouth, pre-
sented slides and gave a very informa-
tive talk on the Cornish Colony. The 
talk concentrated on the early forma-
tion of the colony and the early art-
ists in the late 1800s and early 1900s.
He also brought many examples of the 
art and his book. He has written two 
books on the colony. 

Dr. Atkinson’s talk was sponsored 
jointly by the Andover Historical So-

Andover Historical Society 

Sierra Provost couldn’t wait to try the strawberry topping at the Andover His-
torical Society’s 25th Anniversary Ice Cream Social. Photo: Bob Bussey

Paul Fenton captivated the crowd at 
the Ice Cream Social by reading from 
his book, Halfway Up The Hill. 
 Photo: Bob Bussey

ciety and the Andover Service Club 
and fi nanced by a grant from the New 
Hampshire Humanities Council.

By Ralph Ressler
Andover Historical Society

The Andover Historical Society 
(AHS) hopes to have a scale model 
made of the Winter Hill Ice Company 
building for its Potter Place museum. 
The building occupied the west shore 
of Highland Lake until the mid-1940s 
when the demand for ice faded.

Pictures in our archives clearly show 
the railroad siding on the west side of 
the building, but none show the lake 
side clearly, and none show the interior.

If you have any photos of the ice 
factory, please share them with AHS 
President Pat Cutter. You can reach her 
at 735-5628 or WCutter@tds.net or PO 
Box 237, Andover 03216. Copies will be 
made as soon as possible and the origi-
nals returned to you.

Also, we’d like to be in touch with 
anyone who has particular knowledge 
of the ice factory and is willing to be 
contacted for advice in forming a clear-
er idea of its construction. Please let us 
know! Thank you for your help.

Historical Society Seeks 
Photos Of Old Ice Plant

SLIPCOVERS PLUSSLIPCOVERS PLUS
bed and bath coordinates
window treatments
pillows and cushions
75 Newport Rd • Scytheville Row • New London • 526-4436

custom sewing for your home

Great Fabric Great Fabric 
SelectionSelection

H
andm

ade Cards • Stained G
lassEs

ta
te

 J
ew

el
ry

 •
 A

rt
 G

la
ss

Fine Art • Vintage Clothing • Silver • Furniture • Linens

Pottery • Custom Woodcraft • Crystal • Early Bottles • Collectibles

Pancake Rd. and Rte. 11 Tues-Sat  10-5
Andover NH Sun  12-5
603-735-4100 www.ConstantQuilter.com

Antiques & Artisans Too
at The Constant Quilter

MoDeRN ARt Sculpture MoDeRN ARt Sculpture 
by NYC artistby NYC artist

Nick TarrNick Tarr
it’s wild!!it’s wild!!

Antiques & Artisans Too … ever changing, always fun!Antiques & Artisans Too … ever changing, always fun!

Re m i n i s c e !
The Beacon wants to publish your memories of Andover in days gone by.  735-6099


