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Pembroke Welsh Corgi Sippiwis-
set Wind Blown, a.k.a. Sassy, recently 
competed at the Pembroke Welsh Corgi 
Club of America’s National Specialty 
Show agility trial, held at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel in Warwick, Rhode Island. 
She placed sixth in a class of 82 dogs 
who came from all over the United 
States and Canada.

Sassy, who is 7 years old, is owned 
and trained by Fiona Petersen of 
Andover, a local dog trainer. Training 
for agility is an ongoing process, as 
each of the three levels of competition 
become more exacting and diffi cult. 
The object of the sport is speed and ac-
curacy: Dog and handler must negotiate 
a course of 14 to 20 obstacles, which in-
clude tunnels, various jumps, a seesaw, 
and a 5’ 6” high A-frame, which the dog 
must climb up and over. 

There is a set time to complete the 
course, and the dog is directed (off leash) 
by the handler’s verbal commands and 
body signals. At the advanced level, 
the course must be completed with no 
errors and under the Standard Course 

Andover Corgi Qualifies 
In National Agility Trials

Time – what’s known as a “clean run” 
– no mean feat.

Fiona says, “Agility is an amazingly 
challenging sport. You never know quite 
what will happen, but it’s really fun for 
both the dog and the handler. I’m lucky 
to have such a great team mate: Sassy is 
very fast and competitive.”

Sassy has two American Kennel 
Club (AKC) Excellent (advanced) titles 
and has nearly completed her Master 
Excellent titles. She is also working on 
her Master Agility Champion (MACH) 
title, the highest AKC agility title.

Sassy negotiates the weavepoles.
 Photo: Fiona Petersen

The President and CEO of New 
London Hospital, Bruce P. King, was 
appointed Secretary/Treasurer of the 
New Hampshire Hospital Association 
(NHHA) as well as Chairman for the 
Rural Health Coalition at this year’s an-
nual NHHA meeting.

Mr. King is currently holding posi-
tions on multiple associations and com-
mittees such as Treasurer of the State of 
New Hampshire Health Plan, Trustee of 
the Board of the Foundation of Healthy 
Communities, and member of the New 
London Rotary and Ledyard National 
Bank Advisory Board. Prior to being 
named Secretary/Treasurer of NHHA 
and Chairman for the Rural Health Co-
alition, Mr. King served as a Trustee 
of NHHA and Vice-Chair of the Rural 
Health Coalition. Mr. King starts his 
three-year commitment to NHHA this 
year, which will ultimately lead to the 
position of President/Chair of the board.

Mr. King will also be starting his 
new position as Chairman for the Ru-
ral Health Coalition, which has been in 
operation since 1986. The purpose of 
the coalition is to provide residents of 
rural New Hampshire with health care 
opportunities by developing health care 

Bruce P. King

practices in rural communities. The goal 
is to encourage and increase promotion 
of rural health issues to ensure that resi-
dents of rural areas in New Hampshire 
have the opportunity to receive health 
care if needed.

Mr. King has extensive experience 
on both committees and familiarity and 
knowledge of the purpose and goals of 
each organization. His background in 
fi nancial responsibilities at Dartmouth-
Hitchcock as VP of Finance and then 
VP of Contracting and Network Devel-
opment is an asset as he makes the tran-
sition into his new positions.

Bruce King Appointed To Two 
New Health Positions By Lauretta Phillips

Northeast Storytelling Conference
I have been practicing and studying 

the art and oral tradition of storytelling 
since 1981. In 1987 I told my fi rst story 
professionally. At that time, storytell-
ing as entertainment and an art was just 
beginning to see some recognition. It 
has taken a number of years, but people 
all over the nation have discovered that 
storytelling is for everyone and can be 
anything from humor to drama. 

There are many places you can fi nd 
storytellers practicing their craft around 
the Andover area. You will fi nd me on 
Thursday evenings from 5 PM to 6 PM 
on your radio dial at WSCS 90.9. I’ll be 
talking about storytelling, telling stories, 
and listening to many great storytellers 
from New Hampshire and beyond. Soon 
you will also be able to catch me telling 
tales on WKXL 1450 AM.

Tea & Tales is another storytelling ven-
ue. It takes place the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at the Three Rivers Intergener-
ational Program (TRIP) Center in Frank-
lin. Doors open at 7 PM and storytelling 
starts with an open mic at 7:30 PM. 

Each month there is a featured story-
teller. Some have come from as far away 
as New York, Massachusetts, Maine, 
and Vermont to share their stories. 

The featured storyteller for Septem-
ber was Cora Ciampi of Weare. Cora 
is the children’s librarian at the Weare 
Public Library and has been telling sto-
ries professionally to both adults and 
children since 1981. She is also a mem-
ber of the duet called Sisters Too. Octo-
ber brought four storytellers with scary, 
ghostly tales to share. 

The local community access cable 
TV channel here in Andover often fea-
tures these performances thanks to Tina 
Cotton, who so often dedicates her time 
to fi lming them for us.

There is a brand new venue opening 
up soon that a lot of you will be able to 
enjoy. Beginning with the fi rst Wednes-
day of November and lasting through 
the last Wednesday in May, I will be 
producing Dinner and Story at the 1875 
Inn in Tilton. 

With the help of Joanne Oliver, the 
Inn’s owner, and Ruth Niven of the 

Central New Hampshire Storytelling 
Guild, I have discovered that the 1875 
Inn indeed has its own resident ghost. I 
will be there telling her story from time 
to time, along with many other story-
tellers from the area and beyond. 

Joanne Oliver is also a master chef, 
and I am sure the food is going to be 
great. Dinner will be served about 6:30 
PM and stories will begin about 7:45 
PM. Reservations will be required, so 
contact Joanne Oliver at the Tilton Inn 
at 286-2450. Ask her about the ghost 
while you have her on the line.

Tellabration is also a great place to 
hear stories and meet storytellers. The 
Central New Hampshire Storytelling 
Guild (CNHSG) will be presenting 
Tellabration again this year at the An-
naccharico Theater in Concord on No-
vember 17. Stories begin at 7:30 PM. 
There will be six featured storytellers. 
Tellabration is an event that happens in 
16 countries and over 300 sites around 
the United States on the same night as a 
celebration of the oral tradition of story. 
This will be the 10th year that CNHSG 
has hosted Tellabration.

There are many other places that are 
featuring storytelling around the area, 
such as the Corner House Inn in Center 
Sandwich, which is in its 20th year of 
Dinner and Story.

For more information about these 
events or to learn more about storytelling, 
visit my Web site at LPhillipsTales.com.

Local Storytellers Keep Tradition Alive
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