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By Sean Cox
Coach, FIRST LEGO League

We have the fi nal team for the AE/
MS FIRST LEGO League team. Our 
team is on the young side, from third 
to sixth grade. The League rules allow 
nine to 14 year olds.

We’ve gotten our robot moving and 
have put together the course that it will 
have to fi nd its way around. Getting our 
robot around the course is our next con-
cern, and the boys are certainly up to it.

Our team consists of the following 
young gentlemen:

• Vincent Bolte
• Carl Hubbard
• Jake Hubbard
• Nick Keniston
• Eli Shedd
• Josiah Wagner
Charlie Darling and myself are the 

coaches.
With all the guys working hard, we 

are getting ready for our fi rst competi-
tion on November 17 at Bishop Brady 
High in Concord. As a rookie team, we'll 
learn a lot when we get there. And since 
we have a very young team, I expect 
that AE/MS will have quite the reputa-
tion in no time. Carl is already thinking 
about his fi fth season; Jake can't wait 
for this November, and he'll still have a 
couple more seasons in him.

We've worked on how to program the 
robot, something that does exactly what 

you tell it to do, and have found that while 
it sounds easy, it’s a lot more complicated 
than one might think. The boys have dis-
covered that robotics can be much harder 
than they initially thought – a useful les-
son about many things.

So now we have the challenge LEGOs 
put together, the robot moving around, 
and some really excited children ready to 
make things work. 

We’d like to thank Principal Slayton 
for arranging the team, and also Mr. 
Murphy for putting up with us in his 
classroom. For more about FIRST LEGO 
League, visit www.FIRSTLEGOLeague.org.

AE/MS Robotics Team

(L-r) Vincent Bolte, Nick Keniston, and Eli Shedd have plenty of parts to 
choose from as they build the village through which the team’s robot will 
have to carry out its missions. Photo: Charlie Darling

October 15
Condensed from draft minutes
Present: Jane Slayton, Carmen 

Bates, Brandy Collette, Melanie Got-
thart, Becky Smart, and Cathy Ellis

Sue Munson has stepped down as 
PTO secretary. Anyone interested in 
helping by being secretary is welcome.

Dee Marshall Benjamin has done two 
drawings for the sitting area of the library 
but was unable to attend tonight.

The Original Works Art is going 
well, and Mrs. DeMinico has all the 
grades fi nishing up. Dee and Carmen 
are coming in this week to do the sixth 
and seventh graders. Artwork went 
home on October 22.

We need parents that are willing to 
gather stuff for the staff auction that 
will take place at the end of Teacher/
Staff Appreciation Week. Carmen will 
bring to the next meeting a letter for 
people to give to businesses. Anyone 
who is willing to get something donated 
or can make something or wants to put 
together a basket for this event would be 
much appreciated.

Milk caps are being collected and 
will be sent in on the October 31. We 
had a little fun with this, and everyone 
at the meeting guessed how many they 
think we have in the bag. The winner 
will be announced at the next meeting, 
once the caps are counted.

Carmen will look into Hannaford in 
New London putting a slot for our sales 

AE/MS Parent-Teacher Organization
slips at the store.

We are looking for about 150 paper 
bags for a bread baking project that some 
of the students will be doing. If anyone 
has lots of paper bags and could donate 
them, send them into the school.

Emergency window covers for the 
classroom doors need to be made. We 
will check to see if Loretta Bates would 
be interested in helping do this project.

The date for wreath decorating will be 
December 1 from 8 AM until they are all 
decorated. Anyone who can help out this 
year would be great. Mark your calendar!

Kait Armstrong is going to see about 
repainting the school sign that is at the 
entrance of the school on the road. The 
eagle has fallen off and is in bad shape. 
So the sign may be down for a while, 
but it will look great when we get it put 
back up.

Rough drafts for the volunteer pack-
ets were handed out, and we brain-
stormed ideas and additions to these.

Jane asked if Doreen Perreault might 
be willing to be in charge of the skate 
program again.

The Veterans Day celebration is No-
vember 7 at 9:30 AM, and Brandy and 
Carmen have agreed to come in and 
help set up and clean up a refreshment 
table. All refreshments will be made by 
the school cafeteria.

The next meeting is Monday, No-
vember 19, at 6:30 PM in the AE/MS 
Library.

By Jane Slayton
Principal, AE/MS

Three busloads of Andover Middle 
School students traveled to Manchester 
and back the fi rst Friday of the new 
school year to enjoy patriotic music and 
historical reenactments. Spirit of Amer-
ica was performed in the tradition of 
both a military review and a large-scale 
theatrical production, while teaching 
history, common values, and American 
musical heritage.

The US Army’s goal was to provide 
the audience with a better understand-
ing of how the US military has shaped 
American history and to commemorate 
the brave actions of men and women 
who helped preserve the freedoms we 
enjoy today. The show did not try to 
teach a specifi c philosophy or ideol-
ogy, but rather attempted to reveal one 
aspect of American history, that of the 
soldiers. They come from all walks of 
life, all parts of our land, freely giving 
to the country their talents and skills 
while answering the call to duty.

Performing in the show were over 
300 active duty soldiers from the US 

Army’s premier musical organization, 
the US Army Band, known as Persh-
ing’s Own, and from the oldest active-
duty infantry regiment in the country, 
the Third US Infantry Regiment, known 
as The Old Guard. 

Also featured were the Caisson Pla-
toon, the Fife and Drum Corps, and the 
US Army Drill Team. The two-act show 
creatively combined numerous histori-
cal reenactments with inspiring perfor-
mances by elite ceremonial units.

The special effects fascinated the 
students, who seemed to be quite com-
fortable and content in the Verizon 
Center enjoying the air conditioning on 
a particularly hot late summer day.

It was certainly a patriotic, moving 
experience and a magnifi cent way to 
start the new school year. Our respect 
for the men and women serving our 
country today was heightened. Particu-
lar attention was focused on students 
and staff members in our own school 
and community who currently have a 
loved one serving their country in the 
armed forces. It gave us the opportunity 
to show our support for them.

AE/MS Students Catch The 
Spirit Of America

COME IN & TRY OUR NEW 
DELI SANDWICHES!

Homemade Soups & Chowders • Salads
Breakfast Sandwiches • Fresh-Baked Muffins & Desserts

193 Main Street, Andover 735-5406193 Main Street, Andover 735-5406

ANDOVER ELEMENTARY / MIDDLE SCHOOL  
20 School Street Andover, NH 03216 

Tel. No. 735-5494      Fax No. 735-6108 

2007-08 VACANCIES 
     AE/MS is currently accepting applications for: 

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS 
SUBSTITUTE NURSES 

SPECIAL EDUCATION PARAPROFESSIONALS 

     Qualifications are as follows: 
Resume with letter of introduction 
Two (2) years of college (or RN if nurse 
applicant)
Three (3) current letters of reference 
Copy of college transcripts 
Copy of certification information or license 

     Please call AE/MS for an application. Please call 
     Principal Jane Slayton or Gail Parenteau at AEMS if 
     you have questions.

S u p p o r t  O u r  A d v e r t i s e r s !
We couldn’t publish the Beacon without them. 


