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This Weekend
1960s Doo Wop Sock Hop to benefi t the non-profi t Pine Hill Nordic 

Ski Club on Friday, November 30, at 7 PM at the Wilmot Community Cen-
ter Barn. Live performance by Wilmot’s own  Fondtones Doo Wop Band; 
snacks available; BYOB.

Poinsettia Sale to benefi t the Andover Fire Department on Saturday, De-
cember 1, at 8 AM at the fi rehouse.

Town Christmas Tree Lighting by the Andover Service Club and the 
Andover Girl Scouts in front of the Town Hall at 5 PM on Sunday, December 
2. Everyone is invited to attend.

SUPPORT THE 
BEACON!

The Andover Beacon is mailed free to all 
Andover addresses thanks to the sup-
port of our volunteers, our members, and 
our advertisers. Have you done your part 
to support our community newspaper?

Veterans Honored At AE/MS. Among those at the Veterans Day celebra-
tion were (front, l-r): George West, John Graves, Wallace Scott, Percy Hill, 
an unidentifi ed woman, George Karales, Robert Osgood, Wendy Lague, 
and Hunter Migneault. Back: Raymond Hersey, Francis Frame, Jay Boynton, 
David Hewitt, Chris Bengivengo, Leighton Terwilliger, Melanie Gotthardt, 
Don Mayo, Reggie Roy, Larry Wilson, David Grover, Tim Grover, Ralph Doe, 
Charles Barry, Kevin Barry, Alicia Barry, Steven Darling, Tim Frost, Sheldon 
Rich, Wayne Nicoll, and Robert MacMichael Photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

Property tax bills arrived in house-
holds across Andover last month. For 
property owners whose assessments 
haven’t changed since last 
year, the bills are about 
7.3% higher than last 
year’s tax bills, an increase 
more than twice the fed-
eral government’s 3.24% 
infl ation rate for 2006.

After Town Meet-
ing last year, it looked as 
though this year’s tax bills 
would show a much great-
er increase over last year 
than 7.3% – last April’s 
Beacon projected a 13% 
rise. But the school tax 
rates came in $1.05 less 
than expected, more than 
enough to wipe out an un-
expected $0.40 increase in 
the Town tax rate.
Town Tax Rate

Our fi ve-year streak 
with essentially no chang-
es in the Town tax rate was 
no match for the events of 
2007. At Town Meeting in March the 
selectmen had predicted the Town tax 
rate to be $1.61 based on the use of 
$285,000 in prior-year-surplus funds. 
But unexpected expenses this year have 
sharply reduced the size of the prior-
year-surplus fund. 

First there was the damage caused 
by the April fl oods, which the Fed-

Andover Tax Bills 
Up 7.3% Over 2006

eral Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) didn’t fully reimburse us for. 
Then there was the cost overrun on the 
Maple Street drainage project due to the 
increase in the scope of work required. 

Finally, the Highland Lake Dam re-
pair project cost came in higher than 
the original engineering estimates. All 
told, $105,000 of the Town’s prior-year-
surplus funds were used to cover these 
unanticipated expenses. That only left 
$180,000 to reduce the Town tax rate, 
bringing it in this year at $2.01, up $0.57 

$1.44

$0.62

$2.14

$2.69

$7.05

$2.01

$0.66

$2.45

$2.38

$7.46

$0

$2

$4

$6

$8

$10

$12

$14

$16

2006 2007

$13.94

SchoolSchool

State EdState Ed

CountyCounty

FireFire
TownTown

ANDOVER TAX RATES per $1,000. East Andover 
tax rates differ only in the Fire amounts.

$14.96

By Fiona Petersen
Beacon staff

The Laconia Citizen reported in its 
November 13 edition that Webster Lake 
is seriously threatened by a large mat of 
toxic, blue-green cyanobacteria. 

Cyanobacteria are aquatic bacteria 
that feed on phosphorus. Last year’s ex-
tensive study of the Webster Lake wa-
tershed identifi ed Sucker Brook – which 
fl ows from Highland Lake in Andover, 
past working farms, and into Webster 
Lake – as one of the largest contribu-
tors of phosphorus to the lake. But in 
the November 13 article, Webster Lake 
Association President Richard Chandler 
said that the highest phosphorus read-
ings now come from a small stream that 

Webster Lake Threatened By 
Cyanobacteria

runs along Lake Avenue in Franklin.
Chandler is worried about the com-

munity losing the use of Webster Lake 
and has asked the Franklin City Coun-
cil to take a number of steps to keep 

that from happening. He wants the City 
Council to send area residents a list of 
regulations regarding the lake, and also 

The highest 
pollutant level no 
longer comes from 
Sucker Brook.

The Wyldlife / Young Life youth groups volunteered to clean the Highland 
Lake Channel last month while the water is low for the dam repair proj-
ect. (L-r) Brooke Ellis, Jessica George, and Savanna Donovan were among 
those who plunged right in. Story and photo on page 28. Photo: Beth Frost

See Lake  on page 3

See Tax Bills  on page 3


