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from the $1.44 of the past three years.
Fire Department Tax Rates

The East Andover Fire Depart-
ment tax rate (which appears on the tax 
bills of residents who live in the East 
Andover Fire Precinct) was unchanged 
this year at $0.33, and the Andover Fire 
Department tax rate (which appears on 
everyone else’s tax bills) was up only 
$0.04, coming in at $0.66 for 2007.
School Tax Rates

The school tax rates are up this year, 
but not by as much as originally expected. 
The total school budget is up by nearly 
6%, but with $265,698 in end-of-year sur-
plus from the 2006/2007 school year and 
an increase this year in the State Adequate 
Education Grant to offset part of the in-
crease, the school tax rates only rose about 
$0.10 this year, to $9.84 per $1,000.

The healthy surplus left over from 
the 2006/2007 school year came about 
because the school budget is approved 
every year in March, over fi ve months 
before the school year starts. That 
budget has to anticipate a large num-
ber of variables like special education 
needs, the number of students attend-
ing Merrimack Valley High School, the 
number of faculty opting for health in-
surance coverage, and so on. 

Prudent management and a little 
luck during the 2006/2007 school year 
resulted in excess funds used to reduce 
this year’s School District tax rate.

(The “State Education Tax” you see 

on your tax bill is just part of how our 
School District is funded and is there-
fore subject to all the factors discussed 
above. The words “State Education Tax” 
are a bit misleading, as it’s money raised 
in Andover to be spent by the Andover 
School District, which is why, for the pur-
poses of this article, we’ve just lumped 
it in with the “School District Tax” and 
called the result the “School Tax.”)
County Tax Rate

Our County tax rate is up this year 
about 14.5%, to $2.45 per $1,000 due in 
large part to the added cost associated 
with the new County nursing home.
Assessment Changes

Are you seeing a bigger (or smaller) rise 
in your tax bill than 7.3%? Check your as-
sessment. About a third of Andover prop-
erties were inspected this year to verify 
the accuracy of Town records. 

If yours was one of those properties 
(and you would have received a letter 
from the Town in the spring if it was), 
then the change in your tax bill from 
last year will be a combination of the 
7.3% rise in the total tax rate, plus (or 
minus) any increase (or decrease) in 
your assessment.

If your property wasn’t inspected 
this year or last, don’t feel left out – the 
Town will inspect the fi nal third of 
Andover properties next year.
Penalties

Does your tax bill include a $10 pen-
alty? If it does, it’s because you didn’t 
return your inventory form to the Town 
Offi ce by the April 15 deadline this year.
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By Jim Goody
Andover Lions Club

The Andover Lions 
Club, in conjunction with 
the Andover Service Club, 
has decorated the town 
Christmas tree for the holi-
day season. Two hundred 
and sixty 7.5-watt lamps 
have been placed on the 
blue spruce which grows 
on the front lawn of the 
Town Hall and library. The 
Andover Service Club has 
donated $50 to the Town 
for the electricity to light 
the tree.

During this season of 
hope and anticipation, I be-
lieve that we need a beacon 
of light, such as a Christ-
mas tree, to remind us of 
who we are and where we 
are going. On Sunday, De-
cember 2, at 5 PM the tree will be light-
ed and will continue to be illuminated 
until the New Year of 2008.

Up until this year, Roger Leach of 
Proctor’s Maintenance Department has 
done a splendid job installing the lights. 
Thank you so much, Roger. 

But the tree just keeps growing, and 
now has grown to the point where the 
bucket on the Ford van/truck cannot 
reach the top of the tree. So what do we 
do...cut the present tree down and plant 

Lions Club Trims Town Tree

John Carrigan of NHEC takes the bucket up and 
over to get to the other side of the tree.

No matter how much high-tech gear you’ve got, someone’s still got to un-
tangle the lights. Lion Howard George was on it. Photos: Charlie Darling

a new one?
We had a better idea: ask for a larger 

bucket truck. New Hampshire Electric 
Cooperative responded with a really big 
truck. Many thanks to NHEC’s John 
McLaughlin, who sent a great crew in-
cluding Frank Szilagyi, Mike Cowan, 
and John Carrigan. These guys were 
super, and we appreciate the effort.

Howard George supervised, under 
the watchful eye of Lion-1, Bill Leber. 
Thanks everyone!

to take action on the fi ndings of the wa-
tershed study.

Chandler expressed frustration that 
the association’s messages to property 
owners around the lake haven’t been ef-
fective enough to prevent this danger-
ous situation. The Citizen quotes him as 
saying to the City Council, “We need 
your clout and possibly some fi nes.”

Rules that Chandler would like to 
see publicized and enforced by the city 
– with fi nes if necessary – include:

• Keep septic systems around the 
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• Don't use fertilizer within 250 feet 

of the lake
• Don't set off fi reworks (which are 

phosphorus-based) over the lake
The New Hampshire Department 

of Environmental Services monitors 
state water resources for cyanobacteria. 
Some cyanobacteria irritate the skin 
and mucous membranes, while ingest-
ing others can lead to nausea, vomiting, 
diarrhea, or long-term damage to the 
liver or central nervous system. Chil-
dren are more vulnerable than adults, 
and animals are also at risk.

Happy Holidays
This month we would like to say “Thank you” to all of 

our friends and neighbors for helping to make this past 
year a success. Meeting new people, making friends, and 
introducing new neighbors to each other is a wonderful, 
serendipitous benefi t of working as a REALTOR®.  

We look forward to working with you whether it is time 
for you or your friends or family to buy or sell property, not 
just in Andover, but all of New Hampshire and, with our 
International Relocation Service, throughout the United 
States and the world.

The highest compliment we can receive 
is the referral of friends and neighbors. 

Thank you for your trust.

Merry Christmas
&

Happy New Year
It’s worth having accurate information. We’ve got it at 

Lake Farm Realty. Come in and talk to us. We will help 
you buy or sell your home. 

Art Urie Ed Becker


