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By Rene Lefebvre
Chief, East Andover Fire Department

As I have stated in the past, training 
is a fact of life for fi refi ghters and Emer-
gency Medical Technicians (EMTs). I 
just completed my semi-annual training 
that allows me to maintain my certifi -
cation as a nationally registered EMT. 
The training is very good and there is 
always something new to learn. 

After three long days studying vari-
ous medical emergencies your mind 
and body become a bit weary, but the 
comradeship among the classmates 
carries you through. We may look like 
Keystone Cops as we all arrive at an 
emergency scene, but rest assured, we 
are very well-trained Keystone Cops.

The cold of winter is upon us, and 
we are all enjoying the warmth of our 
well-maintained heating appliances. 
That statement sounds nice, but this 
heating season may well be a struggle 
for many. Without over-stating the ob-
vious, the cost of home heating is at an 
all-time high. This raises some serious 
concerns that we must be watchful for. 

First is the use of unvented space heat-
ers. Remember that your furnace vents 
the products of combustion safely out 
your chimney. An unvented heater con-
sumes the oxygen in your living space 
and then vents to the living space. 

Even on a good day, this is a very bad 

plan. There are very modern unvented 
appliances that have a place for safe use, 
but that place is not in your home. 

My second concern is for our elderly 
who must struggle with the high cost 
of fuel. Make it your routine to check 
on your friends and neighbors. Be sure 
that the home is warm and that they 
have your phone number close to their 
phone. This sounds like a lot to ask, and 
I guess it is, but caring for each other is 
Andover’s way.

On December 8 the East Andover 
Fire Department will be having our 
annual Christmas tree sale at the fi re 
station in East Andover. As most of 
you know, this is our all-time favorite 
project of the year. We will have cof-
fee, cookies, and a warm fi re in our pit. 
The Andover Historical Society will be 
selling their wonderful Christmas orna-
ments again this year. Free delivery of 
your tree is our thanks to you for sup-
porting our annual project.

The holidays are a special time for 
those of us in emergency services. We 
feel the duty and the calling to help 
people and keep families safe. To us, 
families are what our work is about. To 
be able to preserve a life or save a home 
from fi re is like experiencing the joy of 
the holidays all year ‘round. 

From all of us, your Keystone Cops, 
have a merry and safe holiday season.

East Andover Fire Department

By Vicky Mishcon
Andover School Board

In 2006, the School Task Force 
identifi ed many safety and space 
concerns at the Andover Elementary/
Middle School. The information was 
used by the Andover School Board 
to help develop a plan for building 
improvement and expansion, which 
was presented to the town as a bond 
project at School District Meeting in 
March of 2007. The bond failed, but 
in its stead, a three-year maintenance 
plan was passed to address some of 
the safety issues.

Many townspeople have expressed 
concern with fi re safety, especially 
in the area of the school where two 
classrooms egress into the cafeteria/
kitchen area. The architect hired by 
the school for the improvement/ex-
pansion project informed the school 
that a barrier wall needed to be erect-
ed, creating a hallway that would 
separate the two classrooms from the 
cafeteria. 

Current code requires that class-
rooms egress into a hallway, rather 
than into an assembly space . The 
recommended wall, therefore, is not a 
“fi re wall” for the purpose of contain-
ing a fi re, but a “barrier wall” for safe 
egress from a classroom.

The School Administration recent-
ly arranged a Life Safety Inspection 

School Addresses Building 
Safety Concerns

by John Landry, Andover Fire Chief, 
and Brad Hardie of the Lebanon Fire 
Department, who lives in Andover. 
School Board member Doug Boisvert 
walked the men through the school 
for the two-hour inspection. 

To get further input from inde-
pendent sources, the school has also 
asked for an inspection by the New 
London Fire Department. These Life 
Safety Inspections are intended to fo-
cus on building safety issues and to 
work with the School Board to deter-
mine an updated safety priority list.

The School Board will be looking 
closely at the fi re suppression system 
in the kitchen, the use of fi re doors 
and fi re escapes, and solutions to the 
egress issues for the classrooms off the 
cafeteria. Solutions may be budgeted 
for the 2008-2009 school year, either 
through the maintenance budget or in 
warrant articles.

The School Board continues to 
look at the work previously done by 
the Task Force and at new informa-
tion provided by Life Safety Inspec-
tions and demographics to formulate 
a new plan for school improvement 
that will benefi t the school and the 
community at large. There is much 
work and collaboration that needs to 
be done between school and commu-
nity groups before a new plan can be 
brought forward.

By Marj Roy
Town Clerk/Tax Collector

The Town Clerk’s offi ce is now online 
with the New Hampshire Department 
of Motor Vehicles (DMV). This means 
that your motor vehicle transactions are 
processed at the DMV as we enter the 
information in our computers. It also 
means that we are able to complete State 
functions that you previously had to do 
in Concord or online towns, including:

• Process most new, renewal, and 
transfer registrations up to and in-
cluding 26,000 lbs.

• Process late renewals up to 12 
months late (with the exception of 
four-digit PASS and COMM plates, 
which are limited to 30 days)

• Process same-lease to same-lease 
transfers 

• Enter title application information 
from the dealer or lienholder or 
based on the title or certifi cate of 
origin

• Check on the availability of, and is-
sue, initial plates

• Replace a full set of plates
• Order one replacement plate
• Perform a plate release
• Replace decals
• Provide certifi ed copies of current 

registrations
• Change of address for individuals 

during transactions
• Issue gift certifi cates
• Renew and transfer construction 

equipment registrations when there 
is a preprint mailer with the plate 
number or the customer has a pre-
vious state-validated registration

• Change corporate addresses
We are very excited to be able to of-

fer this expanded customer service.

There will be some minor changes 
in our hours over the holidays. For your 
convenience we will be open from 1:30 
PM to 7:30 PM on Thursday and Fri-
day, December 27 and 28. We will also 
be open from 9 AM to noon on Satur-
day, December 29.

Tax payments are due on or before 
Thursday, December 20.

As the Beacon goes to press, there 
is no date set for the New Hampshire 
primary election. If you are going to 
be away and need an absentee ballot, 
please call the offi ce.

Happy Holidays from 
Marj & Joanna!

Andover Town Clerk
Town Clerk Marj Roy (l) waits on Lorraine Locke, Andover’s former Town Clerk, 
using the Town’s new online systems. Photo: Charlie Darling

Is Your Birthday In Dec.?
If your birthday is this month, 

you should have received your 
mail-in vehicle registration re-
newal forms in the mail by now. 
If you follow the instructions and 
mail them back to us, you won’t 
have to come into the offi ce.

If you come into the offi ce, the 
state now requires you to have 
your current vehicle registration 
in hand for us to renew it. Please 
be sure to bring it with you.

How To Reach Us
In the Town Clerk’s offi ce:
• Monday and Wednesday
 9 AM to 2 PM
• Tuesday and Thursday
 1:30 to 6:30 PM
• The last Saturday of the month
 9 to 11 AM
By mail: Andover Town Clerk, 
PO Box 61, Andover NH 03216 
By phone: 735-5332, ext. 223

Poinsettia Sale
to benefi t the Andover Fire DepartmentAndover Fire Department

Saturday, December 1
Andover Fire House • 8 AM 

Arrive early for the best choice of sizes, colors, and prices!


