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The Pine Hill Nordic Ski Club of 
New London is sponsoring a ’60s Doo 
Wop Sock Hop featuring live doo wop 
music from Wilmot’s own Fondtones 
DooWop Band on Friday, November 
30, at 7 PM at the Wilmot Community 

Benefit For Pine Hill Ski Club
Center Barn. Proceeds will go to the 
non-profi t ski club. There is a $10 fee at 
the door. Snacks will be available, and 
you are welcome to BYOB.

For more information, visit PineHillS-
kiClub.com or call 735-5000.

The Fondtones – Jay Lambert of Wilmot, George West of Sunapee, and John 
Schlosser, Greg Gutsgell, and Charlie Frieberg, all of Wilmot – will perform live 
doo wop music at the Wilmot Community Center Barn on November 30.

By Tina Cotton
For the Beacon

Have you noticed changes at the 
Hersey Family Farm since it’s been 
protected with a conservation easement 
with the Ausbon Sargent Land Protec-
tion Trust? There haven’t been any, ex-
cept the seasonal changes that have been 
going on for years – calving, haying, tim-
ber cutting, and gardening for home use. 
Jerry and Jim Hersey are still following 
family traditions and have made provi-
sions through the easement to continue 
those traditions long after they are gone. 
This easement will help preserve the ru-
ral gateway to our town from the east.

Other organizations also accept the 
responsibility of easements to protect 
land from development. In November, 
the Society for the Protection of New 
Hampshire Forests (SPNHF) sponsored 
a walk in the March Pond Forest area in 
Hill, just over the ridge from Andover. 
March Pond used to have large native 
trout that provided excellent fi shing for 
Andover anglers.

Northern hardwood and hemlock for-
est stretches from the height of March 
Hill to the wetlands of Danbury Bog, 
which faces the slopes of the Ragged 
Mountain Ski area. March Pond is still 
a remote, nine-acre water body. Small 
streams from the pond feed into the 
Danbury Bog and the Smith River, a pris-
tine tributary to the Pemigewasset River, 
which joins the Winnipesaukee River to 
form the Merrimack River, known for its 
Atlantic salmon in Franklin.

The March Pond Forest area of near-
ly 1,000 acres on the northern slopes of 
Ragged Mountain is immediately adja-

CONSERVATION CORNERCONSERVATION CORNER
cent to the Ragged Mountain ski area. 
The March Pond property is a key link 
in a 10,000-acre forest block surround-
ing Ragged Mountain and is a priority 
for conservation in the New Hampshire 
Wildlife Action Plan and the regional 
Quabbin to Cardigan Conservation Plan. 

Large, unfragmented, undeveloped 
land blocks are especially important 
to wildlife as corridors of movement 
and preservation of native habitat. The 
March Pond Forest abuts the 750 acres 
of the Newman easement in Andover 
and is close to additional smaller con-
servation easements. If the planned 
Ragged Mountain Resort expansion 
moves forward as planned, acquiring 
this easement becomes more critical 
and time sensitive.

SPNHF (or the Forest Society, as it is 
commonly called) is working with the 
landowner on a bargain sale, similar to 
the one that created the Hersey Family 
Farm easement, to close the deal. The 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration has awarded the Forest 
Society a substantial grant in support of 
this conservation easement.

The Forest Society has an absolute 
deadline of December 31 to raise the 
fi nal $40,000 needed for the March 
Pond Forest Initiative. The Society is 
appealing to private donors for this fi -
nal fi nancial push. If you would like to 
help, please send your contribution to 
SPNHF, Attn: Susanne Kibler-Hacker, 
54 Portsmouth Street, Concord 03301, 
or you can donate online at SPNHF.org/
howyoucanhelp/special-projects.asp#sp13.

Time is of the essence! This month is 
the deadline!

October 17
Condensed from draft minutes

Present: Lindy Heim, Charles Mar-
tin, Steve Darling, Pecco Beaufays, 
Peter Southworth, Lelia Mellen, Bob 
Ward, Peter Crowell, Alex Bernhard. 
Guests: Kit Norris, Chris Norris

Treasurer’s Report: Cash on 
hand is $14,231.92. We had $33,000 
total funding for trail work in 2007. 
$4,764.87 remains and will be used by 
Peter Crowell to extend the trail beyond 
Maple Street in East Andover.

Correspondence: Charles received 
notifi cation about a meeting to devel-
op bicycle maps. Laura Whitcomb of 
Kearsarge Magazine plans to do an ar-
ticle on the rail trail next spring.
Old Business

Grants update: Butler Foundation: 
Lelia sent another copy of the grant pro-
posal. Bikes Belong: We need to get other 
bike shops in the state to support our 
grant. The next deadline is November 27.

Foundations to pursue: Lelia has 
made a CD for Myra, and she distrib-
uted copies of other grants to pursue.

Technology Report: Heather Turn-
er has been very helpful in her work on 
the Web site. A “Trail Access” link will 
be added soon for the three access sites 
(Potter Place, the Blackwater Park, and 
in East Andover on Channel Road or 
at the Highland Lake Inn). There will 
be more discussion on Web programs 
(Paypal, etc.) for collecting donations.

Trail Construction: Peter Crowell 
heard some concern about large stones 
in some of the material. He plans to ap-
ply more material and smooth the prob-
lem areas. He is preparing to clear out 
and ditch the section behind the East 
Andover Fire Department where he 
will also place large boulders on a sec-
tion to the east to keep ATVs off. Proc-
tor students cleared the sides of the trail 

Friends  of the Northern Rail Trail
section, and the Andover Snowmobile 
Club will clear the high branches.

Rotary Club: The Rotary Club of 
Tilton and Northfi eld has invited the 
Friends of the Northern Rail Trail to 
present the idea of cooperation with the 
Rotary District at the Rotary Shares 
Expo on November 1 at the Nashua 
Crown Plaza Hotel. Ticket price is $20. 
The more FNRT members and members 
of other Rail Trail associations that can 
join us, the better will be the effect on the 
Rotarians. This is a chance to enlist the 
support of major local service clubs to 
create awareness for our needs. Charles 
will help to identify a Meredith contact. 

Signage: Pecco’s proposal for East 
Andover sign. Charles has an alumi-
num sign proposal for $250. The Board 
approved the sign purchase. Lelia sug-
gested that we take a picture of the sign 
and send it to a donor who gave us mon-
ey for signs.

New London Inn Dinner on April 17: 
The expectation is that all Board members 
will invite six guests to the dinner.

Potter Place Bridge: Alex reports 
that the bridge design work over Route 
4 is proceeding favorably. There was 
discussion about including a parking 
lot near the site, and the Andover His-
torical Society hopes FNRT will write 
a letter of support. Charles moved to 
support the DOT proposal for a parking 
lot that includes our concern for design, 
signage, aesthetics, lights, etc. Second-
ed and approved.
New Business

Work Days: To clean out the culvert 
by Carr Field Road; to clear brush in 
East Andover.

November meeting: Our regular 
meeting, November 21, is the night be-
fore Thanksgiving, so we will cancel 
our November meeting and reschedule 
to December 5.

Make An Andover Make An Andover 
Fashion Statement!Fashion Statement!

Show Your Support 
For The Beacon With 

A Beacon T-Shirt

Adult sizes - $20
Youth sizes - $12

Top Quality Hanes Beefy-T

It’s fashion…it’s fun…it’s fund-
raising! Let everyone know you’re 
behind the Beacon – buy a Beacon 
t-shirt and wear it proudly.

Thanks to the Andover Service 
Club, you can get your Beacon 
t-shirt at the Thrift Shop.

7 AM to 4:30 PM Weekdays or by appointment
728 King Hill Road, New London – at Exit 11 off I-89 526-6267

LAURIDSEN AUTO BODY
Collision Specialists

Computerized 4-Wheel Alignment
Windshield & Auto Glass Installation


