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Juctin [pronounced “Justin”] McDan-
iel could hardly wait for his child to be 
born. His one regret was that he would 
be in Iraq when his wife delivered, as a 
private fi rst class in the US Army.

“He was really excited. He couldn’t 
wait” to be a father, said McDaniel’s 
friend US Army Spc. Kyle Ladd. “He 
knew he’d be deployed for that time and 
he was kind of scared about that, but he 
was real excited.”

McDaniel, 19, of Andover, died last 
week in Baghdad, of injuries from a “non-
combat-related incident,” according to 
the Defense Department. The incident, 
which is still being investigated, took 
place in Taji, Iraq, just north of Baghdad, 
according to the Defense Department. 
McDaniel served with the 524th Combat 
Service Support Battalion, 45th Sustain-

Andover Soldier Dies In Iraq

ment Brigade, 8th Theater Sustainment 
Command based in Fort Shafter, Hawaii. 
Ladd said McDaniel deployed to Iraq in 
November as a mechanic.

McDaniel grew up in Andover and 
attended Andover Elementary/Middle 

Juctin McDaniel

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

Extensive repairs on the Highland 
Lake Dam are combining with this 
year’s early, deep snowfalls to cre-
ate potentially lethal ice conditions on 
Highland Lake according to Town of-
fi cials and the state Fish and Game De-
partment (NHF&G).

Early-season storms have dumped 
several feet of fl uffy snow throughout 
the area. A thick layer of the white stuff 
makes a great blanket for lakes and 
ponds, insulating the water from the 
falling temperatures and making the ice 
thicken much more slowly than it usu-
ally does.

Major Tim Acerno of NHF&G urg-
es outdoor enthusiasts to play it safe and 
check ice carefully before venturing 
onto ice-covered waters.

“Snow-covered lakes might appear 
to be safe, but the snow can hide places 
where the ice is dangerous. Don’t as-
sume that if the ice is safe on one part 
of a waterbody, it is safe throughout.” 
said Tim. “Also, deep snow can have 
an insulating effect, causing ice not to 
form as fast.”

Snowmobile enthusiasts should be 
especially careful to keep ice safety 

Ice On Highland Lake 
Very Dangerous This Year

in mind. “Riders should remember to 
check local conditions before heading 
out on snowmobile trails or on the ice. 
Don’t assume a snowmobile track going 
across the water is safe just because it’s 
there!” says Tim. Ask about conditions 
at local snowmobile clubs or sporting 
goods shops before you go.
Construction Makes Ice Dangerous

The ice on Highland Lake is espe-
cially dangerous this year, as the prob-
lem of early snows is being exacerbated 
by the lake’s changing water level.

On January 2, the construction crew 
repairing the Highland Lake Dam at 
Maple Street fi nished sealing the dam. 
What was once just a long, high mound 
of rock and earth is now a long, high 
mound of rock and earth with a 10- 
to 15-foot high wall of concrete at its 
heart. 

The new concrete wall runs from 
bedrock to the top of the dam, sealing 
Highland Lake into its basin and pre-
venting any leakage through the dam. 
This step was vital to solving the prob-
lem that has threatened the integrity of 
the dam several times over the past few 
years.

With the fi rst phase of repairs com-

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

It’s time once again for the commu-
nity to show its fi nancial support for 
The Andover Beacon. The Beacon is 
published by Community Publishing of 
Andover, Inc., a New Hampshire non-
profi t corporation that relies on voluntary 
donations for about a 
third of the Beacon’s an-
nual operating expenses.

Other than a small 
salary for me and com-
missions for our ad 
salespeople, the Beacon 
is produced entirely by 
volunteers. But it still 
takes a budget of about 
$48,000 a year to bring 
the Beacon to every mailbox in Andover 
every month at no charge.

About two-thirds of our budget is 
covered by the approximately 90 adver-
tisers you see in the Beacon every month. 
(Now would be a great time to remind 
you of an important formula: No Adver-
tisers = No Beacon! Please be sure to 
patronize the businesses that advertise in 
our community newspaper, and be sure 
to let them know that you appreciate their 
supporting the Beacon with their ads.)

That leaves a full third of our an-
nual budget that has to come from 
somewhere other than ads. Some 
comes from out-of-town subscribers 
and gift subscriptions, but most has to 
come as voluntary donations from the 
residents of Andover. Here’s another 
important formula to remember: No 
Donations = No Beacon!

Last year, we had donations from 
290 residents. While we greatly appre-
ciate that support, we feel we can do 
better. Personally, I think the commu-
nity wants to do better. And now’s the 
chance.

This year we’ve set a goal of 325 volun-
tary donations from Andover residents by 
February 29. That’s less than one third of 
the 1,100 households in Andover – a pretty 
small fraction of the people who receive 
and enjoy the Beacon at no charge every 
month, but an important token of the com-
munity’s support nonetheless.

Please! I know 
you’ve been meaning 
to “get a round tuit” 
and show your fi nan-
cial support for the 
Beacon. Well, now is 
defi nitely the time to 
act on that generous 
impulse. 

We’ve inserted a 
reply envelope in this 

issue to make it super easy for you, or 
use the membership form on page two. 
Or go to AndoverBeacon.com and click 
the “Click To Give” button to make a 
donation of up to $50 online. But what-
ever you do, make today the day you 
“get a round tuit” and show your sup-
port for our community newspaper, 
The Andover Beacon.

Get A Round Tuit!

BEACON KICKS OFF 2008 
FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN

Donate Online!
You can now donate up to $50 

to The Andover Beacon by visiting 
AndoverBeacon.com and clicking 
the new “Click To Give” button.

The Beacon has signed up with 
Amazon.com’s “Honor System” 
program, so Amazon.com will 
handle the entire secure transac-
tion for us. We receive your dona-
tion, but we never see your credit 
card number.

But please be sure to click the 
“Send Info” button on the confi r-
mation page so we know who the 
donation is from. Thanks!

See Juctin  on page 2

Townspeople gathered at the Town Hall on December 2 to light the town 
Christmas tree and sing carols.  Photo: Charlie Darling

See Ice  on page 3


