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By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

With Town Meeting coming up in 
March, it’s time to think about who’s 
going to fi ll all the positions in town 
government that keep the wheels turn-
ing smoothly. 

The following is a run-down of what 
offi ces will be on the ballot in March, and 
what the incumbents may be planning.
Town Offi cers

Selectman for Three Years – Andy 
Guptill, the incumbent, intends not to run.

Road Agent for Two Years – John 
Thompson, the incumbent, intends to run.

Budget Committee for Three 
Years (two positions) – Bill Bardsley 
and Ed Hiller, the incumbents, each 
intend to run. 

Library Trustee for Three Years – Mar-
ilyn Gould, the incumbent, intends to run. 

Trustee of Trust Funds for Three Years 
– Mary Lou McCrave is the incumbent.

Cemetery Trustee for Three Years – 
Pat Cutter, the incumbent, intends to run.

Supervisor of the Checklist for 
Six Years – Irene Jewett, the incum-
bent, intends to run.
School District Offi cers

School Board for Three Years – 
Vicky Mishcon, the incumbent, intends 
not to run.

Moderator for One Year – Bill Bard-

Run For Town Office In 2008!
sley, the incumbent, intends to run.

Clerk for One Year – Christie Coll, 
the incumbent, intends to run.

Treasurer for One Year – Shirley 
Currier, the incumbent, intends to run.
How To File

Signing up is very easy, as you can 
see from the sign-up form, below.

The fi ling period for these positions 
is 10 days long. It begins on Wednesday, 
January 23, and ends on Friday, Febru-
ary 1. The application for fi ling can be 
obtained at the Town Clerk’s offi ce in 
Town Hall during her normal business 
hours:

Mon. and Wed., 9 AM to 2 PM
Tues. and Thurs. 1:30 PM to 

6:30 PM
Last Saturday of the month, 9 AM 

to noon.
There is a $1 fi ling fee for each paid 

position. There is no fi ling fee for un-
paid positions. The paid positions up for 
election this year are:

Selectman – $1,500 / year
Road Agent – hourly
Supervisor of the Checklist – hourly
School Board – $100 / year
School District Moderator – hourly
School District Clerk – hourly
School District Treasurer – $840 / year
For more info, contact the Town Of-

fi ce at 735-5332 or AndoverNH@tds.net.

By Jim Crowley
Franklin Antique Market 

As I sit down to write this article, 
the fi rst snowstorm of the season is bar-
reling down upon the Northeast. Five 
years ago, I would not have really cared 
whether or not it snowed, but now that 
we own a group shop, I dread snow in 
the forecast. I remember back fi ve years 
ago to our fi rst winter in business. It 
snowed almost every weekend. 

The shops here in New Hampshire 
tend to live and die for the weekends 
during the long winter months, and 
snow on a Saturday or Sunday can bring 
driving in New England to a grinding 
halt. But enough with the weather! Our 
antique group shop, the Franklin An-
tique Market, just celebrated its fi fth 
year. What an accomplishment! 

My partner Bennet and I fell into this 
business without really knowing what 
to expect. We had just bought a fi xer-
upper farmhouse in East Andover, and 
we kept driving by this old brick mer-
cantile building in downtown Frank-
lin with a For Sale sign in the window. 
We signed on the dotted line in June, 
and after an extensive renovation to the 
building, we opened the doors and had 
the fi rst dealer move in November of 
2002. 

We thought that the dealers would 
come streaming through the door. Our 

original business model had called for 
75 dealers. I think by the grand open-
ing we had about 10. Attracting good 
quality dealers was very diffi cult. 
Build it and they will come was not the 
case. We also quickly learned that not 
all prospective dealers fi t our expec-
tations for the quality group shop we 
envisioned. 

The allure of the Franklin Antique 
Market building was its unique fi t as 
an antique group shop. Almost without 
fail, all of our customers compliment the 
fi ne old impressive interior of the build-
ing. The quality inventory is enhanced 
by the environment of the old pressed 
tin ceilings, wide open space, recycled 
mahogany display cases, and its enor-
mous wall of glass display windows. 

The most complimented items in the 
store are the four original handpainted 
signs from the Holmes and Nelson’s 
Department Store, for which the build-
ing was designed and built at the turn 
of the century; these were a great fi nd 
in the crawl space above the top fl oor of 
the building, buried under the depart-
ment store remains of the past. 

The most impressive thing about an-
tique dealers is their passion for antiques; 
the daily stories we hear from our deal-
ers of fi nding a wonderful piece, and 
the adrenaline rush that goes with the 

Franklin Antique Market Celebrates Franklin Antique Market Celebrates 
Fifth Anniversary With January SaleFifth Anniversary With January Sale

See Antiques  on page 7

It’s Going To Be A 

Happy New Year
Four fundamental factors that drive the real estate market 
are in a good position to jumpstart the market in 2008.  

1. We in New Hampshire are at full employment. Consum-
ers need a job to secure fi nancing to buy a house. They also 
need to feel secure in their job to take on the responsibility 
of buying a new home. Both are true in New Hampshire.

2. Wages are growing at all levels of the labor market. 
Increased wages will translate to increased confi dence in 
the economy and in the housing market.

3. Interest rates for mortgages are still in single digits, 
which is extremely low by historical standards. Traditional 
mortgages are affordable and cost effective.

4. Inventory is up, and homes are staying on the market 
longer. Customers have the opportunity to comparison 
shop and to choose the home they really want rather than 
accepting something less.

At Lake Farm Realty we are engaging consumers and 
providing insight into the opportunities that exist in this 
market. It’s not going to be a “great time to buy or sell” for 
everyone, but consumers owe it to themselves to inves-
tigate their unique situations. Now might be the perfect 
time to make a move in your neighborhood.  

Lake Farm Realty is ready to help.

Art Urie Ed Becker
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• 24-Hour Wrecker Service
• OHRV Registrations

   Scott Palmer   Scott Palmer
        Phil LeBrecht        Phil LeBrecht
             Darrel Palmer             Darrel Palmer

720 Main Street • Andover
526-9528

Gift 
Certifi cates 

Available
Give a gift of good taste.

735-5099
Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Wednesday thru Sunday

5 am to 3 pm


