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By Joanna Sumner
Andover Historical Society

The freight shed on Depot Street in 
Potter Place was gifted to the Andover 
Historical Society in 2003 by the John-
son family which had purchased it from 
the Boston and Maine Railroad. They 
used it for storage space for R.P. John-
son and Son when the rail lines were 
abandoned.

The Historical Society formed a 
committee to oversee the conversion 
of the freight shed for use as a muse-
um display area. In the spring of 2006 
they hired a consultant, architect Judith 
Oates, to provide guidance on how to 
approach the project. It was decided to 
take a two step approach to the project: 
First, prepare the shed for safe public 
access, and second, plan and prepare 
the interior of the shed as needed for 
displays.

Subsequently, it was agreed that the 

One of the fi rst steps in turning the freight shed in Potter Place into museum 
display area for the Andover Historical Society is complete. Dale McLeod has 
created a new parking lot on the east side of the building, where a new en-
trance is planned. Photo: Charlie Darling

Andover Historical Society 
Andover Lions Club’s Concord Coach 
would be stored in the freight shed and 
become part of the public display. It was 
jointly agreed to use a truck lift to move 
the coach in and out of the shed. 

Dale McLeod volunteered his ser-
vices and equipment to create a park-
ing lot area adjacent to the proposed 
new entry. This lot will mainly serve as 
handicapped parking. The architect has 
prepared two possible designs for the 
handicap ramp. Whichever plan is se-
lected will determine the exact location 
for the new doorway. 

An anonymous donor has generous-
ly provided the funds to cover the costs 
on this project. Actual construction will 
take place in early spring. Inside work 
will continue into the summer.

The members of the committee in-
clude: Roger Henderson, Gail Richards, 
Ed Hiller, Bill Leber, Jim Goody and 
Sally Nicoll, Chair.

“Getting the ice in” is a New England 
agricultural tradition, one that is still 
followed at Muster Field Farm in North 
Sutton. Ice blocks are cut from nearby 
Kezar Lake, hauled up to the farm and 
packed in sawdust in the farm’s circa 
1890 ice house. The ice is used to chill 
vegetables in the farm stand and is used 
throughout the summer and fall at farm 
events.

We’ll be cutting the ice on Sunday, 
January 27, from 9 AM until the ice is 
in. The public is invited to see this liv-
ing agricultural tradition. Come skate 
on the lake, cross-country ski or snow-
shoe on the farm’s trails, enjoy a wagon 

Muster Field Farm Hosts 
Ice Harvest Day

ride, and visit the Ryder Schoolhouse, 
where volunteers will be serving soups 
and hot drinks to drive away the chill.

Admission is free.
Directions: I-89 to Exit 10, follow 

signs to Muster Field Farm. Ice will be 
cut near the Kezar Lake boat ramp in 
North Sutton village.

Muster Field Farm is a non-profi t 
museum and working farm in North 
Sutton. The farm, which includes many 
historic buildings and the Matthew 
Harvey Homestead, is open daily, year-
round.

For more information, visit Muster-
FieldFarm.com or call 927-4276.

With the early snowfall last month, deer have been much in evidence in 
backyards around town. Jim Crowley snapped this photo of a young buck 
that has been frequenting Jim’s yard in East Andover. Photo: Jim Crowley

New Dealers
Welcome!

Winter Hours: 
Open Thurs.-Mon. 10-6, 
Sundays 11-5
Closed Tues. & Wed.

Celebrating our 5th Year!
STOREW IDE

10%-50%

361 Central Street
Franklin, NH 03235   
Tel: 603.934.2800     
www.franklinantiques.com

FRANKLIN ANTIQUE MARKET

January Sale

Dine In or Take Out
Now offering Table Service

100% Vegetable Oil • No MSG Added

276 Newport Road
The Gallery • New London
(across from Hannaford)

Open 6 Days – Closed Mondays

526-2868

NEW HORIZONS HAIRSTYLISTS, LLC 

170 Main Street 

Andover, NH 03216 

(603) 735-5289 

Hair care for the entire family! 

Mary H. Meier, Proprietor

170 Main Street • Andover • 735-5289
Hair care for the entire family!

Mary H. Meier, Proprietor
Meghan C. Barton, Stylist

Monday 10-7 • Tuesday 9-3 • Wednesday 9-7 • Thursday 9-7 • Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-3

CLAYTON A. MILLER 
INC.

Since 1954

PLUMBING 
HEATING

FULLY INSURED

526-4710
Master Plumber License #22C

DAN’S 
PHARMACY
Professional Service With A Personal Touch

436 Central Street
Franklin
934-2550

Sophia M. Lessard, R.Ph
Ronald R. Lessard, R.Ph

• Personal Medication Counseling
• Computerized Prescription Service
• Convalescent Sales & Rentals
• Most Insurance Plans Accepted

D o n a t e !
The Beacon relies on voluntary donations for a substantial part of its bud-

get. Use the form on page 2 or donate online at AndoverBeacon.com.


