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The new Northern Rail Trail sign in East Andover

By Lindy Heim
Friends of the Northern Rail Trail

Our news is about a fundraising 
dinner in the spring and a wonderful 
new sign posted at the East Andover 
trail head, easily viewable to those 
travelling on Route 11. The Charles 
E. and Edna T. Brundage Scientifi c 
and Wildlife Foundation of New Jer-
sey was kind enough to grant funding 
for this good looking aluminum sign 
which bears the logos of three contrib-
uting organizations:

• Friends of the Northern Rail Trail
• New Hampshire Trails Bureau
• Andover Snowmobile Club
The Friends are most grateful to 

Sue Jukosky of Grafton, founda-
tion trustee and FNRT member, who 
spearheaded the effort to bring help-
ful signage to the trail.

Right now Trail users can be seen 
enjoying the early snowfall. And this 
spring, plans are in place to extend 
the trail further east. The Andover 
Snowmobile Club and Proctor Acad-
emy students have already cleared 
brush and overhanging branches in 
preparation for the trail extension 
work.
Fundraising Dinner

Also, mark your calendars so as not 

to miss the fundraising dinner sched-
uled one night only, Thursday, April 
17, at the New London Inn. Half of the 
evening’s proceeds will benefi t the rail 
trail effort. 

Please make reservations for the din-
ing room by calling the Inn directly at 
526-2791. Dinner may be enjoyed as 
early as 5 PM in the Tavern (reserva-
tions not necessary) or 5:30 PM in the 
dining room.

Organized in 2004, the FNRT 
aims to continue the conversion of rail 
bed into a four-season rail trail from 
Danbury to the Boscawen-Concord 
line. To learn more about the trail, 
visit FNRT.org.

Friends  of the Northern Rail Trail

December 5
Condensed from draft minutes 

Present: Lindy Heim, Craig Heim, 
Steve Darling, Peter Southworth, 
Bob Ward, Alex Bernhard, Myra 
Mayman. 

Correspondence: Myra received 
an e-mail on November 1 from Matt 
Langlais requesting we leave a brush 
barrier along Channel Road in East 
Andover. No more tree work will 
take place this year, but Bob noted 
we should communicate with the 
Andover Snowmobile Club (ASC) 
that is doing most of the trail clearing. 
Alex suggested we send the concern 
along to the ASC. 

Bob received an e-mail from Jane 
Slayton and John Corrigan (Safe Routes 
to School Program) notifying us of ap-
proval and funding for plans to make a 
sidewalk to the school. Not funded was 
a planning and design study to look at a 
ramp from the school grounds down to 
the rail trail. 
Old Business 

Grants update: Butler Foundation 
(Transportation Enhancement match) 
follow up: Myra suggested asking Au-
drey Pellegrino to oversee our grants 
(with Lelia’s support). 

Technology Report: Steve hopes 
we can get the capability to post a 
current picture on the Web site that 
refl ects trail conditions. He’ll coordi-
nate this with Heather and will also 
inquire about the number of visitors 
to our site. Alex asked about Paypal 
and if we want to include that on our 
site. Steve mentioned Google Check 
Out that may be more appropriate to 
our use/demand. 

There was interest in creating a link 
for site visitors to be able to make do-
nations (truckload of trail cover, etc.). 
Steve will ask Heather for her advice, 
and Lindy will join Steve in developing 
a new donor link. 

Set-aside for Engineering: Alex 
has been working with the Trails Bu-
reau on the maintenance contract for 
the trail (with the Town of Andover 
serving as the Municipal Manager). 
Alex is working on engineering con-
tracts, so we need to have our funds 
ready, and the Town needs to have the 
authority to spend the money, which 
requires a warrant article that the 
townspeople need to vote on at Town 
Meeting. 

Alex suggests we set aside $14,000 
to be held in reserve to fund our 20 
percent match of the engineering work. 
The motion was delayed until the Janu-
ary meeting. 

Trail Construction: In his absence, 
it was noted that Peter postponed the 
trail work from the East Andover Fire 
House to Dodge Lane due to problems 
with Dig Safe. There are plans to repair 
the sections that were covered with poor 
quality stone. 

Statewide Meeting: Alex reported 
on the gathering at Highland Lake Inn. 

Trail groups reported on their organiza-
tions’ experiences followed by an hour 
of discussion. It was productive, and an-
other meeting is planned. Lindy asked 
about posting another rail trail’s link on 
our Web site, and this is a topic for the 
next meeting. 

Connection with Rotary: Myra re-
ported on the Rotary meeting at Nash-
ua’s Crown Plaza hotel – it was good 
exposure. 

East Andover Sign: The new sign is 
up and very visible. Myra will pursue a 
thank-you for the sign grant. 

New London Inn Dinner: Lindy 
and Myra are working on the number 
of tables and details of the April 17 
dinner. 

Pathways to Healthy Living: 
This initiative came from the Nation-
al Parks. Sarah Macdonald-Pena and 
Amy Schneider helped brainstorm 
ideas: put mile markers on the trail, put 
benches on the trail, develop “school 
buses” on the trail, develop a local 
use map, partner with the Council on 
Aging, explore trailhead lighting, put 
up “dog clean-up” signs, and connect 
with the Franklin Hospital in regard to 
walking trails. 
New Business 

Upcoming: Alex mentioned the 
Andover Snowmobile Club’s Janu-
ary dinner that we should attend. 
Bob and Peter will work on a pre-
sentation or table on the rail trail for 
Town Meeting. 

Work Days: To clean out the cul-
vert by Carr Field Road; to clear brush 
for Highland Lake views. Both mat-
ters will be postponed until spring. 
Myra will fi nd the National Trails 
Day date. 

Portable Toilet: Alex will let the 
Andover Historical Society know we’ll 
support sharing the cost of a portable 
toilet. 

Andover Snowmobile Club: The 
bridge to the east of the Blackwater 
Park won’t be redecked until next year, 
and Bob offered the FNRT help in fu-
ture projects. 

Brochures: The brochures are near-
ly all distributed, so Alex will look into 
a reprint. 

Friends  of the Northern Rail Trail
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