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When you look at the wonderful 
collection of children’s books in our 
library, did you ever wonder how 
all those interesting, colorful books 
came to be? An author may have 
a good story to tell, but if it’s in a 
plain, brown wrapper, will anyone 
pick it up? The cover of a book may 
determine whether or not a child or 
adult will take it from the shelf. The 
pictures inside will either invite fur-
ther exploration or cause the book to 
be returned to the shelf.

I was wondering how these attrac-
tive books in our collection came to 
be, so I talked with Karen Holman, 
a book illustrator and East Andover 
resident. She was kind enough to 
tell me how she works and show me 
some of the steps she takes in the 
process of illustrating a book.

It begins when a copy of the 
author’s manuscript arrives at her 
house. With it is a deadline. The 
publisher wants the illustrations 
completed in three months. So Kar-
en must work quickly. Sometimes 
she is up until two in the morning 
working at her drawing table.

Karen reads the story once, then 
a second time, making notes about 
parts she would like to illustrate. 
She looks for the important parts of 
the story and the things that will be 
fun to draw. Her ideas are then sub-
mitted to the publisher for approval. 
Once approved, she can begin her 
work.

Then she begins looking for mod-
els. It could be an oak leaf or a chip-
munk. Sometimes family members 
and neighbors are used as models. 
If Karen sees you around town, you 

may be an inspiration for one of her 
drawings. The publisher tells Karen 
how many illustrations to draw for 
the book.

Next is the concentrated effort 
of drawing the illustrations. Karen 
doesn’t start at the fi rst chapter and 
continue to the end. The illustrations 
in a book must have a consistent ap-
pearance, or the reader may say, 
“This bunny doesn’t look like the 
one in the beginning of the book.” 

An artist’s work can change and 
evolve when doing a series of 60 
or so illustrations. So starting at 
the middle and moving back and 
forth will make the changes subtle 
throughout the work. The reader 
may not even notice.

A priority is to create interesting 
drawings for the important parts of 
the story. This will help keep the 
readers’ interest so they continue 
on with the story. A whole page of 
words may be intimidating. A pic-
ture in the corner may be a brief 
interruption in our reading and lead 
us back to the story. Karen keeps 
the children’s interests in mind as 
she places her drawings in the book. 
I suspect that her two children often 
serve as a resource for her work.

The best part of talking with 
Karen was to learn how much fun 
she has illustrating the books. It is 
hard work, occupying many hours 
of concentrated effort. But Karen 
looks for the fun parts that interest 
her, and hopefully her readers as 
well.

Two of the most popular books 
Karen has illustrated are based on 
New Hampshire themes: G is for 
Granite and Primary Numbers, both 
by Marie Harris.

Andover Libraries
THE ARTS at Proctor Concert Se-

ries kicks off the New Year with noted 
New Hampshire pianist Paul Dykstra, 
who will be performing Saturday, Jan-
uary 12, at 8 PM in the Norris Family 
Theater at the Wilkins Meeting House 
on Proctor Academy’s 
campus. 

THE ARTS at Proc-
tor Concert Series, 
now in its third year, 
provides unique enter-
tainment opportunities 
for Lakes Region pa-
trons from September 
through May of each 
year and has demon-
strated its popularity by 
convening performanc-
es of varied themes in-
cluding jazz, Latin fu-
sion, classical voice and 
piano, and Celtic fi ddle. 

The philosophy of 
the Concert Series pro-
ducers, Everett Jones 
and Bill Wightman, is 
to provide top-rate per-
formers at a reasonable 
price to the community 
at large. All proceeds 
are for the benefi t of the 
Proctor Music Department. Several key 
sponsors are critical in supporting these 
events and include the Charter Chari-
table Foundation and Gwen and Carl 
Oppenheim. 

Paul Dykstra began his piano ca-
reer in Canada where he attended the 
University of Alberta and continued 
studies at the Banff Center, Shawnigan 
Lake Summer School, and the Valhalla 
Center for the performing Arts with 
Anton Kuerti, Gyorgy Sebok, and Rob-
in Woods. He toured as collaborative 
pianist with soprano Pat Schreiber and 
with violinist Jamie Laval. 

After moving to the United States in 
1999, Paul continued a diverse musical 
career performing the music of Ameri-
can composer David M. Matthew Kish 
and classical works with violinist Janice 
Martin and cellist Darrett Adkins. Solo 
recitals in New England and two piano 
concerts with pianist Gregg Pauley at 

Yamaha Artist Services in New York 
and in Concord are among his recent 
projects.

Paul can be heard with clarinetist 
Richard Stoltzman on the CD State of 
the Union, which features the avant-

garde music of New Hampshire com-
poser Roger Rudenstein. The brand 
new CD An Ivory Winter is Paul’s lat-
est solo piano recording. Closer to his 
home in Sanbornton, Paul is a faculty 
member of the Concord Community 
Music School and has played many 
concerts in Concord and at the Music 
Hall in Portsmouth. 

The program for the January 12 
concert will include the music of 
Beethoven, Mozart, Chopin, and Rach-
maninoff. Tickets are $15 for adults and 
$10 for students (17 and under) and can 
be purchased in advance by contact-
ing Proctor’s box offi ce at 735-6870 or 
AlexE@proctornet.com. Sponsors for this 
season’s concert series are The Charter 
Charitable Foundation and Gwen and 
Carl Oppenheim. 

The spring concert series presenta-
tion, scheduled for April 11, will be the 
Celtic fi ddle band Halali. 

The Arts at Proctor Concert Series

Paul Dykstra appears in a public concert 
at Proctor on January 12 at 8 PM

JEAN-PAUL RABBATH, DMD, FAGD, PLLC
Fellow Academy of General Dentistry

NH AGD Delegate & Membership Chair
Member AGD, ADA, CDA, NHDS, MDS

Restorative, Preventive & Implant Dentistry
Cosmetic (Veneers, Whitening & More)
Invisalign (Clear Alternative to Braces)
Dental Surgery (Extractions)
Gum Therapy
Immediate Full & Partial Dentures
Same Day Emergencies 603-286-8618

Dentist speaks also  & ! Pancake Road & Route 11 Tues - Sat 10 to 5
Andover NH Sunday 12 to 5
735-4100 ConstantQuilter.com

The Constant QuilterThe Constant Quilter
JANUARY JANUARY 
WHITEWHITE SALE!  SALE! 
40% off all batting
40% off all crib bumpers & pillows
20% off all fl annels
LOW prices on handmade quilts
DON’T MISS IT!DON’T MISS IT!

Danbury - Reduced! 3 BR, 2.5 bath 
Ranch, 2-car detached  $199,900


