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By Lynn Cox
Andover Outing Club

Who would have guessed that Andover 
would have so much snow in December? 
In a normal season, it doesn’t. 

Regardless, Coach Al Herschlag and 
the Andover Outing Club (AOC) Nor-
dic skiers made their annual trip to the 
far north in search of snow for pre-sea-
son training. Mont Sainte Anne Resort 
in Quebec was the destination. It is the 
second-largest Nordic center in North 
America, with 228 kilometers of trails, 
and it is nearly always buried in snow 
in December. 

This year, six of the AOC Nordic ski-
ers (Maddy Pfi efer, Thaddeus Bicknell, 
Elizabeth Chesley, Ben Cox, Patrick Al-
len, and Kelsey Allen) and some of the 
parents, along with Coach Al, went to 
Canada for snow. The idea behind the 
pre-training is to gain kilometers un-
der your skinny skis before the season’s 
races begin. 

The group, numbering 13 in all, skied 

Some of the Andover Outing Club are ready for a day of skiing in Quebec. 
Front (l-r): Maddy Pfeifer, Ben Cox, Kelsey Allen, Thaddeus Bicknell, and Min-
dy Bicknell. Back: Coach Al Herschlag, Chip Chesley, Elizabeth Chesley, Pat-
rick Allen, Greg Allen, Brooks Bicknell. Photo: Jane Slayton

Andover Outing Club

through the weekend with the oldest in 
the group covering nearly 65 kilome-
ters of classic skiing, starting out in -3º 
F weather. Mont Ste Anne already had 
several feet of snow, and the nor’easter 
that hit Andover also hit Mt Ste Anne, 
dumping 18 inches of snow while AOC 
was there – what a blizzard! 

Only on the fi nal day did the tem-
perature reach something considered 
warm, and the sky turned blue. Plans 
are to return to Mont Sainte Anne again 
next year in search of early snow.

The AOC is looking forward to host-
ing a Bill Koch League Sprint skate 
race on Sunday, January 6, at 1 PM here 
in Andover at the Blackwater Ski Area. 
Registration is at 11:30, cost is $5 for 
New England Nordic Ski Association 
members, and $10 for non-members. 
Junior high school and nordic combined 
racers are welcome! Or just come by to 
see some excellent nordic skiing by kids 
from ages 5 to thirteen and to cheer for 
the Andover Outing Club!

By Tim Norris
Andover Outing Club Jumping Coach

The Andover Outing Club ski jump-
ing program is off to a fast start, having 
had three practices before December 13 
thanks to the early snow, cold weather, 
and support from Garry George at the 
Blackwater Ski Area. 

We’re very happy about a great group 
of new jumpers, including Scout Arm-
strong and Curtis Chamberlin from 
Andover. Returning Andover veterans 
include Jake Hubbard and Max and 
Sam Barrett. In all, there are 16 jumpers 
from Andover and surrounding towns, 
including three adults. We start on snow 

Returning jumper AJ King, (then age 7) talks things over with his father, Jared 
King (who is also a jumper) at the fi rst meet last winter.

bumps and work up to bigger hills at a 
leisurely pace.

The Blackwater Jump Complex has 
fi ve different jumps – all built with vol-
unteer help. The cost of the program is 
$165, inclusive, for the year, or $205 if 
one joins the US Ski Association.

If you are interested, call me at 735-
5369.

Practices are on Monday and Tues-
day afternoons from 4 to 5:15 PM, and 
there are weekend meets throughout 
the winter. Anyone who wants to come 
check it out is welcome. People often 
come with friends who are already 
jumping to “have a look.”
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Come enjoy a hot cup of coffee while you browse

BIRTHDAY COOKING CLASSES 
The Practical Nutritionist takes the work 

out of party and food planning. 
Birthday child and guests will prepare 

fun and delicious snacks or meals.
Cooking students receive chef toques and party recipes.

Contact the Practical Nutritionist at 768-3214 or 
PracticalNutrition@gmail.com.


