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By Roger Godwin
Andover Planning Board

The Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) is changing the 
rules for people eligible for fl ood in-
surance. New and more accurate fl ood 
plain maps will shortly be furnished 
to Andover and will be available for 
inspection in Town Hall. FEMA is re-
quiring that the Town change its zon-
ing ordinance and subdivision and site 
plan regulations to accommodate new 
defi nitions and has provided the word-
ing we must use.

The maps are provisional, provided 
to the towns for comment and correc-
tion. Probably there will be very few 
changes to them before their formal 

New Maps Impact FEMA 
Flood Insurance Program

adoption next summer or fall. 
How does this affect you? 
If your house is not in a fl ood plain 

or is in a low-risk area on present maps 
but appears to be within one of those 
fl ood plains or in a higher-risk area on 
the new maps, you can get fl ood insur-
ance at present rates and have that rate 
“grandfathered,” even if it later appears 
that you are in a higher-risk area.

The changes to the zoning ordinance 
will be on the ballot on Town Meeting 
Day. A vote for the changes means that 
our neighbors in fl ood-risk areas can 
get fl ood insurance. A vote against the 
changes means that FEMA will sus-
pend Andover from the fl ood insurance 
program.

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

Construction continues on the High-
land Lake dam. With the new cut-off 
walls at the heart of the dam complete, 
the construction crew has turned its at-
tention to replacing the old culvert that 
runs under Maple Street.

In order to protect the structural in-
tegrity of the old culvert pipe as they dug 
around and beneath it, the crew strapped 
a steel I-beam along the top of the pipe to 
support the weight of the pipe itself and 
the outfl ow water it was carrying.

With the old culvert pipe supported, 
exposed, and ready to be removed, in 
early January the crew put the stop logs 
back into the intake structure, cutting 
off the outfl ow through the old culvert 
and starting the process of re-fi lling 
Highland Lake. They removed the old 
six-foot-diameter culvert and changed 

the hole in the input structure from a 
six-foot circle to a fi ve-foot by 10-foot 
rectangle to match the shape of the new 
box culvert that will carry the outfl ow 
under Maple Street. The new culvert 
was set in place on January 29.
Ice Is Still Very Dangerous

When the January thaw hit in mid-
month, Highland Lake began to fi ll up 
fast. With the lake approaching half full 
and no culvert in place to carry water 
out of the lake and into Sucker Brook, 
the contractor installed a temporary 
plastic pipe where the old culvert used 
to be and took out the stop logs, drain-
ing Highland Lake once again.

With the lake level rising and falling 
unnaturally like this, the ice on High-
land Lake continues to be a potentially 
life-threatening hazard. Town offi cials 
urge everyone to stay off Highland 
Lake for the rest of the winter.

Construction And Engineering 
Projects Around Town

Above, the new, square hole in the intake structure awaits the new box cul-
vert. Below, the large trench for the box culvert leads across Maple Street to 
the brook that fl ows to Webster Lake. Photos: Charlie Darling

disposal is a $250 million industry, 
Maurer said. The Northeast is plagued 
with high rates, largely due to a lack of 
landfi ll space.

But in recent years, recycling has be-
come a good business, with resale rates 
staying steady. Maurer said corrugated 
cardboard can sell for about $120 per 
ton and mixed paper for about $70 per 
ton. Much of that is shipped overseas 
for processing. Aluminum cans sell for 
about 70 cents per ton and plastic bottles 

for about 16 to 18 cents per ton.
Presher said he couldn’t say what ef-

fect the facility would have on the need 
to site a landfi ll in the region. The co-
operative submitted an application to 
the state in 2005 to build a landfi ll near 
the Merrimack River in Canterbury. 
The plan met heated opposition from 
some community members and envi-
ronmentalists. The group withdrew its 
application last August after extending 
its contract to send trash to the incinera-
tor until 2014.
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Matchmakers?
Ah, February, with Valentines Day close at hand. That 
must be why love is in the air. (So that’s what all the white 
stuff falling from the sky is!)

Sellers are in love with their houses. They’ve raised fami-
lies, made friends and established roots in the communi-
ty. They’ve invested time, effort and resources in making 
their house into a home and are proud of how it refl ects 
upon them and what it says about them. Sellers think with 
their hearts.

Buyers are in love with the idea of a new house. The 
dream of owning a new house, of creating a lifestyle 
they’ve longed for, of making a home for their family and 
pets.  Buyers see with their hearts.

Matchmakers not only introduce the two parties, they 
check for compatibility and exercise their judgment and 
expertise to assure the parties will be a match. 

At Lake Farm Realty, we work much like matchmakers.  
We listen when you talk about your family, your job, your 
hobbies and your dreams.  We take the time to fi nd out 
what is important to you and what makes sense for you 
and your home. Then we go to work for you doing all of 
the hundreds of activities involved in buying or selling a 
home.  Lake Farm does the work so you can fall in love.

Lake Farm Realty is ready to help. Come in and talk to us.

Art Urie Ed Becker


