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[The phrase “raise and appro-
priate” is required legal language, 
but in this case it’s misleading. The 
funds for this article have already 
been raised by the Andover Police 
Department through donations and 
by providing traffi c control at high-
way construction sites. If this article 
is approved, it will not impact 2008 
tax bills – it will simply authorize 
spending money that the Police De-
partment already has in hand.

For more information about tasers, 
see the story on page 9 of last month’s 
Beacon, available at our libraries or 
online at AndoverBeacon.com.]
Warrant Article 9

To see if the town will vote to raise 
and appropriate the sum of $70,000 for 
the purpose of engaging a consulting 
engineer to prepare engineering plans 

environment, keep our operators safer 
because we’ll have a product that ap-
plies better, and we won’t waste product 
because it’s frozen.

CM: What planning for road and bridge 
extensions and upgrades should Andover 
be doing to accommodate growth?

JT: We have a plan in place for the 
bridges and a capital reserve set up for 
maintenance and replacement of bridg-
es. We also have a 10-year plan for road 
maintenance that we haven’t completed 
yet. We are going to do a survey of the 
status of our town roads and then project 
the costs for maintenance over time.

CM: Do you agree with the Board of 
Selectmen’s decision to put off big capi-
tal projects for a year while it conducts 
a full survey of our road and bridge re-
pair needs?

JT: I disagree with putting mainte-
nance or big projects on hold. The costs 

and specifi cations for resurfacing the 
Northern Line Rail Trail. The Town 
will utilize $56,000 from a transpor-
tation enhancement grant and $14,000 
from the Friends of the Northern Rail 
Trail as revenue for this appropriation. 
(Recommended by the Selectmen and 
by the Budget Committee.)

[The phrase “raise and appropri-
ate” is required legal language, but in 
this case it’s misleading. The funds for 
this article have already been raised 
by the Friends of the Northern Rail 
Trail in Merrimack County, which pro-
posed this article. It would allow the 
Town to spend funds that the Town 
receives from the Friends and from 
the New Hampshire Department of 
Transportation to pay for the design 
work needed to extend the resurfac-
ing of the Rail Trail from Potter Place 
north to Danbury. No Town funds 
would be used, so this article will not 

impact 2008 tax bills. For more infor-
mation, see the story on page 25.]
Warrant Article 10

To see if the town will vote to raise 
and appropriate the sum of $8,000 for 
the purpose of purchasing a parcel of 
land approximately 0.75 acres in size 
at the Blackwater Park from the New 
Hampshire Department of Transporta-
tion and to authorize the withdrawal of 
$8,000 from the Blackwater Park Fund 
for this appropriation. (Recommended 
by the Selectmen and by the Budget 
Committee.)

[The phrase “raise and appropri-
ate” is required legal language, but in 
this case it’s misleading. The funds 
for this article have already been 
raised by the Andover Recreation 
Committee through donations. If this 
article is approved, it will not impact 
2008 tax bills – it will simply authorize 
spending money that the Recreation 
Department already has in hand.

The Recreation Committee pro-
poses to purchase from the New 
Hampshire Department of Trans-
portation a 0.75 acre parcel of rail-
road land at Blackwater Park on 
Lawrence Street. This land would 
provide adequate town-owned prop-
erty for the construction of a recre-
ation building between the existing 
parking area and the playing fi eld’s 
chain link fence.

For more information about this 
parcel of land and the plans for 
Blackwater Park, see the story on 
page 19 of this issue, and the story 
on page 7 of last month’s Beacon, 
available at our libraries or online at 
AndoverBeacon.com.]
Warrant Article 11

To see if the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate the sum of One 
Million, One Hundred Ninety-Five 
Thousand, Two Hundred Seventy-Six 
Dollars ($1,195,276.00) for general mu-
nicipal operations as recommended by 
the Budget Committee. The Selectmen 
recommend an amount of One Mil-
lion, Two Hundred Seventeen Thou-
sand, Seven Hundred Fifty-Six Dollars 
($1,217,756.00). This article does not 
include appropriations voted in other 
warrant articles.

[This is our usual “approve the 

Candidates  from page 9

Warrant  from page 11 budget” warrant article. The amounts 
mentioned do not include any of the 
amounts mentioned in any of the 
other warrant articles. The amounts 
of all the warrant articles that pass 
get added together to determine the 
fi nal 2008 Town budget.

The difference between the 
amount recommended by the Bud-
get Committee and the amount 
recommended by the Selectmen 
is $22,480. The Budget Committee 
is not recommending doing the top 
coat of pavement this year on por-
tions of Channel Road and Maple 
Street, for a savings of $28,480. 
The Selectmen recommend paint-
ing the Town Hall, a $6,000 savings 
over the Budget Committee’s rec-
ommendation of vinyl siding.]
Warrant Article 12

To see if the town will vote to ac-
cept from the Thompson family the 
donation of approximately 0.84 acres of 
land located adjacent to the Lake View 
Cemetery in East Andover to be used 
for cemetery purposes. The town will 
be responsible for all costs associated 
with the transfer of ownership.

[The land in question will become 
adjacent to Lake View Cemetery 
when New Hampshire Department of 
Transportation (DOT) moves Route 
4’s “Cemetery Corner” into the near-
by fi eld to make the curve and the in-
tersection with Flaghole Road safer. 

The land that the Thompson fam-
ily would like to donate is comprised 
of half of the existing roadway and 
easement plus the land that will lie 
between the present easement and 
the new one created when DOT 
moves the roadway. The other half 
of the existing roadway and ease-
ment will be returned to the Town by 
DOT, and all of this land will be an-
nexed to Lakeview Cemetery. 

This is a very valuable gift to the 
Town as there are fewer than six 
cemetery lots available in Lake View 
Cemetery. 

Costs associated with the tran-
fer of ownership are likely to be less 
than $50.]
Warrant Article 13

To transact any other business that 
may legally come before this meeting.

of projects that we put on hold have in-
creased over the past two years. The sur-
vey could happen and the projects could 
still go on. I agree we need to do the sur-
vey, but we can’t stop the projects.

Over the past four years there’s been a 
2.5% increase in the Road Agent’s bud-
get each year, so we’re not even keeping 
up with increased construction costs. We 
need to come up with a plan and then set 
the budget to carry out the plan.

CM: Is there anything else you’d like 
to add?

JT: I’ve enjoyed working for the 
town of Andover, the Selectmen, and 
Mark Stetson. There are things coming 
up that I’d like to be involved in.

This winter has really been a bum-
mer. We’ve had record amounts of snow, 
followed by ice, followed by quick tem-
perature drops. I’d like to thank people 
for being patient. I’m sorry if the roads 
have been a little icy or not pushed back 
as well as they should be.
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