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By Myra Mayman
Friends of the Northern Rail Trail

The Friends of the Northern Rail 
Trail in Merrimack County (FNRT-
MC) have a big event to kick off the 
spring season: a fundraising dinner 
scheduled for one night only, Thursday, 
April 17, at the New London Inn.

All are welcome and invited. Please 
make reservations for the dining room 
by calling the Inn at 526-2791. All 
FNRT Board members will be hosting 
tables. Lindy Heim and Myra Mayman 
will be calling FNRT members to ask 
them to host tables, too. The beauty of 
the New London Inn’s series of Thurs-
day’s Child dinners is that you just go 
and have a wonderful dinner out, and 
half of the net profi t goes to the Rail 
Trail. No program, speakers, or other 
efforts are required!
Board Meeting

The Board of FNRT-MC met on 
Wednesday, February 20. Special guest 
Melissa Rizzo, Community Educator 
of Franklin Regional Hospital, talked 
about the Healthy Heart for Life proj-
ect that she’s been working on for the 
past four years. Among its goals is to 
increase physical activity in the com-
munity. They have a printed guide to 15 
walks in the area, including the North-
ern Rail Trail.

In the fi rst week of June there is a 
statewide program, Walk New Hamp-
shire, run by the Foundation for Healthy 
Communities. Melissa would like to 
work with us to organize a walk; she 
can help publicize and promote it. Af-
ter some brainstorming, a possible plan 
evolved for the Walk New Hampshire 
week:

• Sunday, June 1, a walk from East 
Andover for some number of miles 

to be determined, with mile mark-
ers and a map. Participants can park 
at our East Andover Welcome Cen-
ter, the Highland Lake Inn. There 
will be a welcome tent, refresh-
ments, and promotional gifts pos-
sibly including T-shirts, hats, and 
water bottles.

• Audrey Pellegrino and Mike 
Silverstein have offered to organize 
an Andover Elementary/Middle 
School walk during a school day 
that week.

• Saturday, June 7, is National Trails 
Day. It will be a rail trail work day 
for picking up trash and clearing 
brush.

Warrant Article #9
The other important topic discussed 

was the upcoming Town Meeting on 
Tuesday, March 11, at 7:30 PM at AE/
MS. Bob Ward and Peter Southworth 
are preparing presentation material for 
a table. 

Alex Bernhard explained the impor-
tance of warrant article #9, sponsored 
by us. It would allow the Town to spend 
funds that it receives from FNRT-MC 
and the New Hampshire Department of 
Transportation. This money, raised by 
FNRT and given to the Town, will be 
used to pay for the design work need-
ed to resurface the rail trail from Pot-
ter Place to Danbury. No Town funds 
would be used. 

We hope all FNRT-MC members 
will attend the Town Meeting to sup-
port this important vote.

The fi nal discussion of the meeting 
was about having a book party in May 
for Board Member Charles Martin, to 
celebrate the publication of his book, A 
Guide to New Hampshire Rail Trails, 
scheduled to come out April 1.

Friends  of the Northern Rail Trail

The 11th Annual Franklin Sports-
men’s Show, sponsored by the Greater 
Franklin Chamber of Commerce, will 
be held on Saturday and Sunday, March 
8 and 9. 

Over 40 vendors will be in atten-
dance. See seminars including the 
Whitetail Deer seminar by the Benoit 
Brothers of Vermont, the Turkey Semi-
nar by Bill Saiff, host of Cabin Country, 
the Muzzleloader Seminar by Charlie 
Chalk of Millennium Designed Muz-
zleloaders, and the Fishing Seminar by 
Fish 4 U Charters.

Raffl e prizes at the show include:
• a muzzleloader from Millennium 

Designed Muzzleloaders

• a fi shing trip from Fish 4 U Charters
• a Maine deer hunting trip from Al-

lagash Sporting Camps
• a fi shing trip for four valued at 

$1,100 from Bill Saiff Outdoors
The show is open on Saturday from 

9 AM to 5 PM and on Sunday from 9 
AM to 3 PM. The show will be held at 
Franklin Middle School, 200 Sanborn 
Street, Franklin.

Admission is $8 per person, with 
children under 12 free with a paying 
adult. Refreshments will be available. 

Please contact Kathy Pevine at the 
Greater Franklin Chamber of Com-
merce at 934-6909 or Larry Untiet at 
520-7387 for further information.

Franklin Sportsmen’s Show

Andover Fish & Game Club had a perfect day for its annual Kids’ Ice Fishing 
Derby on February 23 at Eagle Pond in Wilmot. Brendon Miller was disap-
pointed, however, by a false fl ag. There was nothing but the bait shiner on 
the line.  Photo: Bob Bussey

Pine Hill Nordic Ski Club in New 
London invites everyone for a Pancake 
Brunch at Robb’s Hut on Saturday, 
March 1, from 11 AM to 1 PM. The ski 
in from the trail head is one mile. Inter-
mediate ski skills required.

On Sunday, March 2, ski free on the 

club’s 15 miles of groomed cross coun-
try trails from 1 PM to 4:30 PM. 

The Nordic Club is on Mountain 
Road in New London, off Shaker Street 
and next to the Lake Sunapee Country 
Club. For more details, visit PineHillSki-
Club.com.

Pine Hill Nordic Ski Club

The Sunapee-Ragged-Kearsarge 
Greenway (SRKG) Coalition’s weekend 
snowshoe hikes continue in eight area 
towns. Distances range from three to 12 
miles. Be prepared for winter conditions 
with clothing layers, food, and water.

Please call the hike leader at least the 
night before to learn starting location 
and time. Snowshoes are the presumed 
mode of transport.

Saturday, March 1: Gerry Gold, 
526-2857 – Goshen and Newbury: 
Mount Sunapee to Lake Solitude and 

Sunapee Ridge to Lucia’s Lookout and 
return. 12 miles. Diffi cult.

Saturday, March 8: Brent Scudder, 
763-0187 – In Sutton, Greenway Trail 
#12 from Kearsarge Valley Road to 
Wadleigh State Park. 4 miles. Easy.

Greenway guidebooks are available 
at local book stores. The SRK Green-
way Coalition, incorporated in 1993, 
is a ten-town all-volunteer non-profi t 
organization with members throughout 
the SRK region and beyond. For more 
information, visit SRKG.com.

SUNAPEE-RAGGED-KEARSARGE GREENWAY

PLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Brian J. Prescott, V.M.D.
Kristi Gaff, D.V.M.

Elkins, New Hampshire 03233
603 526-6976

Dee Ganley, award-winning author 
and dog behavior consultant
735-5543 or DeesDogs.com
Private consultations available. 

Aggression issues are my specialty.
Tue & Wed evening classes in E Andover.

38 Years in the Business
All work done by owner and son
New Hampton Road, Franklin

934-2376934-2376

Carpet, Tile, Carpet, Tile, 
and Linoleumand Linoleum

DOUG & SONS DOUG & SONS 
FLOORINGFLOORING

Free 
Estimates


