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Jodi Reenstierna Sleeper, designer 
and co-owner of American Cottage 
llc, has received many awards for her 
designs, but recently she won a Mag-
nifi cent Carpet Award sponsored by the 
prestigious publication Architectural 
Digest. This award is considered by the 
industry to be the Academy Awards of 
the rug world. 

Jodi’s rug entitled Orchid Vine Multi 
won the award. It is a hand made com-
bination loop hooked and cut pile rug in 
wool. The award was presented to her 
and American Cottage in Atlanta at the 
International Rug Show.

“You just can’t imagine how presti-
gious this award is in the rug industry,” 
said Kevin Sleeper, Jodi’s husband and 
partner in American Cottage. Perhaps 
as many as 80 companies submit rugs 
to be juried at this show. Some of the 
companies that present have thousands 
of designs in their lines. 

Each company is only allowed to 
submit two rugs. The show hangs 
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these rugs in a museum-style setting 
and keeps it closed from view. They 
then open it for buyers from around 
the world in a private showing. Three 
judges go in and select the winners in 
several categories.

At the conclusion of the International 
Rug Show there is a banquet, which is a 
black tie affair, at which they present the 
awards. Kevin and Jodi were standing 
at a table with some friends at this affair 
when one of their friends won an award 
in a different  handmade category. 
The Envelope, Please

When they announced that the big 
winner of the Magnifi cent Carpet Award 
in the Handmade Contemporary catego-
ry was American Cottage’s Orchid Vine 
Multi, Jodi was speechless. They had to 
call out American Cottage twice before 
it sunk in, and Jodi and Kevin took the 
100-yard walk to receive this award. You 
can see a video of them receiving the 
award at TinyURL.com/ys4fup.

Some of the judges comments were
“Looks like an English ladies-in-

waiting piece.”
“Beautiful craftsmanship, looks like 

a 17th century design.”
“Brilliant and original, sophisticated 

and eye-catching.”
When you view Jodi’s designs you 

understand what the judges were talk-
ing about. Unlike many other designers, 
every one of Jodi’s rugs has a pen and 
ink drawing as its origin. It is then col-
orized and created with yarns dyed to 
Jodi’s color pallette 

Every single rug is personally de-
signed. Almost no other rug company 
has all originally copyrighted rugs. Jodi 
says she personally wants to have her 
ideas come from nature and her own 
mind, therefore she does not even want 
to walk around and view other design-
ers’ work before she starts on an idea.

Jodi, a New England native, was born, 
reared, and educated in New Hampshire. 
Her love of art, botany, and colonial 
handcrafts blend together to form the 
basis of her design inspiration. Jodi has 
been designing rugs for over 18 years.

Jodi’s rugs are fun, historical, and in 
many ways sentimental. They are great 
to give, and great to receive! 
Designer Of Hundreds Of Rugs

Jodi’s professional background includes 
staff design positions with Claire Murray, 
Bob Timberlake, and Capel, introducing 
original botanical and folk art designs. Jodi 
also designs and hooks rugs for friends to 
commemorate special events.

Before launching American Cottage, 
Jodi was the art director for Claire Mur-
ray. As such she developed the compa-
ny’s signature look. During that time 
she developed between 125 and 150 rug 
designs. She also started the art depart-
ment at the Bob Timberlake Collection 
and was their chief designer and head of 
the art department. 

With an art background in botanical 
illustration, she’s also designed wallpa-
per, bedding, dinnerware, hand-painted 
furniture, packaging, and more.

American Cottage is the name of the 
company Jodi and her husband Kev-
in are now proud to call home. They 
launched their New Hampshire-based 
company in January 2004 to showcase 
their passions and, reportedly, haven’t 
stopped selling since. At the time, Jodi 
was quoted in Rug Insider as saying 
“We’re not just going to be a rug com-
pany,” she said. ‘We’re going to build 
this as a brand name, but rugs will al-
ways be the base where all the other de-
sign connections are made.”

For more information about Ameri-
can Cottage and Jodi Sleeper’s designs, 
visit AmericanCottageRugs.com or call 
them at 1-877-263-7268.

Jodi hoists her Magnifi cent Carpet Award in front of Orchid Vine Multi, her award-winning rug. Courtesy photo
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Boarding & Boarding & 
GroomingGrooming

Your cat may not 
want to go home!

526-7386
96 Gay Farm Road 

New London

DAN’S 
PHARMACY
Professional Service With A Personal Touch

436 Central Street
Franklin
934-2550

Sophia M. Lessard, R.Ph
Ronald R. Lessard, R.Ph

• Personal Medication Counseling
• Computerized Prescription Service
• Convalescent Sales & Rentals
• Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Audrey J Pellegrino, M.Ed, M.HN

Holistic Nutritionist/EducatorHolistic Nutritionist/Educator
Individual and Family Nutritional 

and Dietary Counseling

“I believe disease can be caused 
and cured through our diet.”

768-3214 
PracticalNutrition@gmail.com

The Practical NutritionistThe Practical Nutritionist

Vickie E. Branch
DOMP, LMT

Diploma Osteopathic 
Manual Practice

Biodynamic Alignment

526-2049 
vickie.branch@tds.net

PO Box 1731
19 Newport Road

New London, NH 03257

BOB’S SHOP
Aluminum Storm Windows

Replacement Windows
Storm Doors

Aluminum & Solid Core

Porch Enclosures
Screen or Glass

Patio Enclosures 
with Canvas

Window Repairs
Screen Repairs

Since 1954
Elkins • 526-6165 anytime


