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At Merrimack County’s new nurs-
ing home, imitation stars twinkle on 
the atrium ceiling, the washing ma-
chines can handle 1.2 million pounds 
of laundry a year, a palm-reading time 
clock tracks employee hours, and, 
perhaps most importantly, the small 
dining rooms scattered throughout 
the building will allow Marilyn Ev-
ans to drink her morning coffee in her 
jammies.

After nearly two years of construc-
tion, the $46 million, 220,000-square-
foot building will open for residents 
next week. Nearly 300 elders will 
leave the outdated building the county 
has used for 150 years and travel a few 
hundred feet next door to their new 
home.

As president of the residents’ coun-
cil, Evans got a sneak peak yesterday 
when she did the honors at a ribbon-
cutting ceremony. Trailed by her three 
daughters, she poked around the halls 
and checked out her new room. It’s 
more spacious that her current one, 
and she’ll share a bathroom with just 
one other woman as opposed to three. 
In the mornings, breakfast – and coffee 
– will be served across the hall instead 
of in a cafeteria many fl oors away.

“It’s just great,” Evans said.
Small pleasures like this one will 

be easier at the new facility, which is 
designed to manage complex illnesses 
in a homier environment. The building 
is equipped for residents with demen-
tia, kidney failure, and other condi-
tions that were rare in nursing homes 
not long ago. But it also offers elders 
a salon, gift shop, cafe, and space to 
participate in group activities.

Climate control will be more effi -
cient too, thanks to one of the largest 
geothermal heating and cooling sys-
tems in the state.

County taxpayers are already pay-
ing back the bond, and, once the build-
ing is inhabited, the federal govern-
ment will reimburse the county for 
about half the construction cost. In 
coming months, the oldest parts of the 
current facility will be razed, and the 
newer wings eventually will be con-
verted into an assisted living commu-
nity for up to 100 seniors.

A brand-new nursing home – espe-
cially one this size – is unusual, par-

ticularly in New Hampshire, where 
lawmakers have long banned addi-
tional nursing home beds in an effort 
to promote home-based care. County 
leaders had planned to renovate the old 
building but soon learned it would be 
cheaper to start from scratch.

Parts of the old nursing home date 
to the 1800s and are ill-suited for the 
needs of modern residents. Hallways 
are too narrow for medical carts, stor-
age space was tight, and, on summer 
days, some wards reached 100 degrees. 
And the place looked more like a hos-
pital than a home.

That’s not the case at the new build-
ing, where the color scheme and wood 
paneling are reminiscent of an airy, 
alpine lodge. Pictures and recreational 
calendars already hang from the walls, 
and a handful of administrative em-
ployees have claimed their new offi ces. 
The kitchen already smells like cook-
ies, and the giant pantry is stocked 
with cranberry juice, coffee, and cases 
and cases of Glucerna.

Residents will begin arriving 
Monday, the culmination of a com-
plex move eight months in the mak-
ing. Each elder will enter through the 
front doors and be greeted with tropi-
cal drinks, a lei, and a Don Ho imper-
sonator – all part of the tropical cruise 
theme administrators chose to make 
the move more fun.

“As chaotic as it’s going to be for 
the staff, we need to remember that 
this is a celebration for the residents,” 
Administrator Lori Brown said.

Ambulance companies, elder care 
providers, and high school students 
from across the state have volunteered 
to help with the move. And staff will 
work overtime to make sure residents’ 
medication, mattresses, toiletries, and 
clothing end up in the right place.

Brown moved into her new offi ce 
a week ago and, since then, has been 
holding open houses for families and 
other guests. Yesterday, she hosted a 
grand opening for county leaders.

Groups of VIPS roamed the halls, 
cooing over the paint choices, the beau-
ty salon, the view. County Commis-
sioner J.D. Colcord helped lead tours, 
pointed visitors to trays of snacks, and 
invited everyone to stay as long as they 
liked.

“We don’t have beds in all the rooms 
yet,” he said. “But if you need to spend 
the night . . .”
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300 Seniors Move To New 
$46 Million Nursing Home

Heart disease is the #1 killer of women in the U.S.

According to the American Heart Association, cardiovascular disease,
including stroke, kills more than 500,000 women each year—that’s more
than the next seven causes of death combined.

Take care of your heart. Call the Women’s Health Network at
LRGHealthcare at 527-7019 today to learn how we can help you
maintain a healthy heart for a healthy life.

www.lrgh.org

MARSHALL’S GARAGE
HIGH-TECH CAPABILITIES

OLD-FASHIONED SERVICE & QUALITY

Save time and lower your stress! Have 
your vehicles repaired and serviced by 
local experts. Only ASE Certifi ed and 
ASE Master Technicians with state-of-
the-art equipment work on your vehi-
cle. SUVs are our specialty.

HYBRID TRAINED 
LOCAL CAR RENTAL AVAILABLE

Free loaner cars or courtesy shuttle
For an appointment: 526-6231 
or Dave@MarshallsGarage.com

Across the road from 
Elkins Beach on 
Pleasant Lake

Visit our Web site at 
MarshallsGarage.com for 

discount coupons and 
car care tips

mr. steam mr. steam 
&& son  son 
servicesservices

Carpet & 
Upholstery Cleaning

Tile & Grout Cleaning
Complete Building Maintenance
Interior Painting • Cordwood

735-5800 • 526-8368

CALL
735-5232

24-Hour 
Emergency Service

FLOODED FLOODED 
BASEMENT BASEMENT 
PUMP-OUTSPUMP-OUTS

Wanted To Buy:

ANTIQUES
P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L  P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L  
SE RV I CE  - ON E  I T E M  O R  SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R  

E N T I R E  CO N T E N T SE N T I R E  CO N T E N T S

Top prices paid for pre-1900 
household items including 
tables, cupboards, pottery, 

paintings, desks, chairs, 
cloth and paper items, quilts, 

dressers, etc.

Kenneth Reid
735-5512


