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By Jenn Coffey
Vice-Pres., Andover Rescue Squad

The Andover Rescue Squad has re-
sponded to 30 calls from January 1 to 
March 11.

Our squad is made up of unpaid 
volunteer Emergency Medical Techni-
cians and support staff. Our service to 
the community is supported solely by 
donations. We would like to thank you 
for your continued support.

With the rising cost of healthcare 
equipment, we fi nd ourselves with lim-
ited fi nances to utilize for restocking 
of equipment, training staff, protective 
gear, and ambulance service costs. We 
hope you will think of us when you 
think of making a donation, and please 

Andover Rescue Squad
look for our fundraising letter in the 
spring.
Take Your Medications

We would like to remind mem-
bers of the community to take all pre-
scribed medications as your physician 
directs you. In a time when many are 
facing a fi nancial crunch, medication 
sometimes is where people try to cut 
corners by cutting pills or waiting to 
fi ll prescriptions. 

If you are having trouble gaining 
access to medications, please talk to 
your physician about generic alterna-
tives, or try calling the pharmaceutical 
company, as they sometimes offer as-
sistance to those with diffi culty getting 
medications

Are you interested in hearing about 
a trauma surgeon’s experience in Iraq? 
Would you know how to respond to a 
shallow-water diving accident? Do you 
know how to handle orthopedic inju-
ries that occur in a wilderness environ-
ment?  

If you’re involved with emergency 
medical care and would like further 
information about the above topics 
and much more, then plan to attend 
the eighth annual EMS Conference 
at Mount Sunapee Resort, scheduled 
for April 25 through 27. Sponsored by 
New London Hospital in affi liation 
with New Hampshire EMS District C-
5, Bureau of EMS, and Mount Sunapee 
Resort, the conference is designed for 
EMTs, nurses, doctors, police and fi re 
personnel, those involved with Emer-
gency Medical Services, and anyone 
interested in learning more about this 
growing fi eld of care.

A specialty course, American Heart 
Association ACLS Recertifi cation Pro-
gram, will be held on Friday, April 25. 
Opening ceremonies begin at 9 AM 
on Saturday, April 26, with a welcome 
from Kenneth Call, MD, New London 
Hospital Emergency Physician, and Sue 
Prentiss, Bureau Chief, New Hamp-
shire Department of EMS.

The keynote address, Teamwork, 
Leadership and Followship: Who’s on 
Your Team?, will be presented by Jona-
than Politis, MPA, NREMT-P. Politis 
has been the EMS Chief for Colonie, 
New York since 1989. He has over 30 
years of experience in emergency ser-
vices, having served as fi refi ghter, fi eld 
paramedic, fl ight paramedic, EMS 
Training Coordinator, and EMS Chief.

Basic First Aid for the Law Enforce-
ment and Rescue Canine Partners is 
one of the noteworthy programs sched-
uled for Saturday. Presented by Dr. Paul 
McNamara, this course has been offered 
throughout the Unites States to local, 
regional, federal, and military canine 
teams. Its goal is to provide a general 
understanding of the emergency condi-
tions that commonly affect the working 
canine. Dr. McNamara is a Board-certi-
fi ed veterinary surgeon who has devel-
oped a particular expertise in recogniz-
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ing and understanding the conditions 
encountered by working dogs. He has 
provided veterinary surgical care for 
New York State Police K-9 units and 
provides services to K-9 teams in juris-
dictions throughout the Northeast and 
mid-Atlantic states. 

Other topics scheduled for Saturday 
include: 

• Managing Pre-Hospital Deaths 
and Critical Injuries

• Highway Safety for Fire and Res-
cue Responders 

• IV Therapy: Indications and Limi-
tations

• Dehydration and Heat Injury
“We’re offering a wide variety of 

programs that will appeal to those who 
work in the fi eld of emergency care,” 
said Pamela Drewniak, EMS Coordi-
nator at New London Hospital. “A na-
tional faculty and many new and excit-
ing courses will address the educational 
and information needs of registrants.” 

A full day of programs on Sunday 
begins with a session called Forensic 
Scene Investigation: Responder Crime 
Scene presented by Wayne DiGeroni-
mo, Assistant Deputy Medical Exam-
iner with the New Hampshire Offi ce of 
the Medical Examiner.

Additional Sunday programs in-
clude: 

• Pediatric Assessment
• K-9 Explosive Detection
• Case Studies in Toxicology
• Pre-Hospital Assessment and Treat-

ment of Seizures
“We have a great selection of new 

courses,” Drewniak said, “as well as 
ones we’ve scheduled before that we’ve 
brought back by popular demand.”

Early registration is encouraged for 
all programs. Call 526-5501 or e-mail 
Pamela.Drewniak@NewLondonHospital.
org for brochures.

By Rene Lefebvre
Chief, East Andover Fire Department

With all the courage they could 
muster, fi re fi ghters Jon Collette and 
Jacob Johnson went back to elementary 
school. They brought a fi re truck with 
them, not really sure how they would be 
received. 

Their goal was to introduce them-
selves, explain the role they have as 
fi re fi ghters, and discuss safety. Their 
audience of 56 students, grades kin-
dergarten through second, were 
bright, enthusiastic, and full of great 
questions. Topics ranged from how to 
evacuate a burning home to what to 
do if a smoke alarm sounds, and the 
dangers of fi re. 

The students had a chance to look at 
the gear a fi reman must wear to be safe. 
This raised many more questions and 
an understanding that fi remen are only 
able to fi ght fi re safely because they are 
very well trained, have the proper pro-
tection, and work as a team. 

One of the most popular pieces of 
equipment with the students was the 
Personal Alarm Safety System (PASS) 
device. This is an electronic device that 
is attached to an air pack. it makes a 
very annoying sound and fl ashes a light 
if the fi reman is not moving (and there-
fore presumably injured). This required 
piece of gear makes it easer to fi nd an 
injured fi refi ghter inside a smoke-fi lled 
building. 

I think the young students’ attrac-
tion to the PASS device is “that sound”; 
think of fi ngernails on a blackboard and 
you are close. 

A big hit was the engine. Jon and Ja-
cob explained the pump, hoses, and the 
equipment that is stored in each com-
partment. This was all neat, but the air 
horns and siren won the day! Each stu-
dent had an opportunity to sit in the cab 
and try the buttons. I am told that Mr. 
Jensen had a big smile on his face as he 
took his turn sounding the air horns. 

Many thanks to the students and 
staff of Andover Elementary/Middle 
School for the wonderful reception. Jon 

East Andover Fire Department
and Jacob had a great time. Kids, did 
you fi gure what a BRT is?
Prepare For Flooding

April has fi nally arrived, and I look 
forward to the snow melting and to 
starting my tomatoes for spring plant-
ing. Nice things to think about as we 
look at the mountains of snow around 
our homes. 

That nice white snow will soon be-
come water looking for a low space to 
fl ow. I would be less than honest if I 
did not say that fl ooding is high on my 
list of concerns this spring. A fast thaw 
with rain, likely in April, is going to be 
tricky. 

The fi re department purchased a 
few sump pumps, and the boat is ready 
if we must evacuate homes in low-ly-
ing areas. The very best defense for 
most home water issues is a good sump 
pump. The simple logic is to have the 
ability to remove water from your home 
at a rate that is greater than the water 
is coming in. That also means that two 
pumps may be needed to do the job. 

Take a few minutes and check your 
pump if you have one. They tend to 
stick after several months without be-
ing used. If your pump has been work-
ing for years, congratulations. But buy 
a spare pump anyway – the old one will 
fail at the worst time.

If we are required to evacuate homes, 
we often must remove electrical power 
to more homes than those directly af-
fected. Rest assured that we monitor the 
situation very closely so we can restore 
power as soon as we are able. 

Consider checking or making an 
emergency kit with enough food, water, 
and supplies for several days without 
power. The government has an excel-
lent site, Ready.gov, to help homeowners 
plan for bad weather.
Driving The BRT

Mr. Jensen, I have been blowing 
those air horns and pushing that siren 
button for many years, and though our 
work is very serious, the thrill of driv-
ing the BRT (Big Red Truck) and mak-
ing all that noise never goes away.
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EAST ANDOVER 735-4513

D o n a t e !
The Beacon relies on voluntary 
donations for a substantial part 

of its budget. Please get “a 
round tuit” and donate today! 
Send a check to PO Box 149, 

Andover NH 03216


